
 

The seasons are a changing aren’t they? The fireweed has bloomed and the 

geese are starting to migrate. Covid has changed us and our lives too. Change 

remains constant among all things, and the seasons of the year remind us of our 

patterns for life and living. 

In the life of people of faith, we follow the seasons too and they matter. The church calendar is 

not the calendar of the culture. The pattern for our week does not follow the schedule of our work 

or play. Since ancient times as well, those who have sought after God have daily schedules that 

prioritize the care of soul and spirit over material gain and work. 

 In practical fashion, the teaching was, “This is what the Lord has said: ‘Tomorrow is a Sabbath 

rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and 

lay for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.’” (Exodus 16:23). Sabbath meant to 

rest and give that time to God. Be still, be at peace. 

 A daily pattern was developed as well. Jesus’ own pattern was in the morning, before the day 

dawned, “he went out and departed to a solitary place, and there He prayed.” (Mark 1:35). 

Professor and author, Steve Harper, noted in his observation and study on spiritual practices that 

no one who has wanted to grow in theirs has ever done so without intentional time with 

God. Harper writes, “Every moment is a God-moment, charged with the possibility and 

involvement. Prayer and devotional life in the Wesleyan tradition cannot and must not be viewed 

in any other way.”  

I have found myself saying through the years, a reminder that I am Christian before I am a 

pastor. What I mean is the relationship I have with God comes first. It needs to come first for us 

all. To understand love, justice, mercy, grace, faith, hope, joy and so much more, it must start with 

a life oriented to God and God-moments. I encourage you to begin a pattern in your life of time 

with God. Pick up an Upper Room. Get a notebook or journal (I have a few available at 

www.kenhagler.com) to help guide your time. Just 5 minutes with God can change the course of 

everything.  

 As the seasons change, become alert to the God-moments around you! 

Pastor Ken 
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We are honored and blessed to pray for each other. This is my experience and my 

invitation to you to consider making your prayer time an intentional appointment with 

God…    by Judy Pendleton 

 

For the past 15 months a faithful group of prayerful souls have gathered to pray on Thursdays at 5:00 pm Alaska time in 

a virtual Zoom prayer room. Coming together in this sacred prayer time has been one of the blessings from the COVID 

19 year of isolation. It seems to last 20 or 30 minutes, and we gather from across the planet (Alaska, Australia, 

Washington state, and…). I encourage you to adjust the time for wherever you are, set an alarm, and join us to check 

this out for yourself. And even if you miss the time of prayers, perhaps your intention has enhanced your presence 

among us. You can join us at this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?

pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09 

For whatever we pray, we affirm our openness to receive of the miracles of God’s Holy Spirit touching us. We align 

with and pray for the highest God good for all involved. Sometimes we understand what is God’s good; sometimes we 

surrender and confess our small vision. In all things we commit to holding in the light of Spirit, and hence our prayer 

time is a sacred time of heightened awareness of God’s presence. 

We have a most beautiful prayer room at church. It is open to you any time the church is occupied. If you would like 

another to pray with you, please call the church office to set up meeting with a prayer buddy. Someone will work with 

you and arrange to meet you there. Praying for and with others is a sacred honor… 

For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing I 

remember you always in my prayers. — Romans 1:9 

As we move into the beginning of fall, Fiber Fellowship will skip the first 

Monday evening of the month (Labor Day). We will gather again on the 

third Monday evening of the month – September 20
th

.  Those who feel comfortable gathering in person with masks and 

social distancing are welcome to gather at Anchor Park. Those who prefer to gather by zoom (or find it more 

convenient) are also welcome as we always have that option available as well. During our time together we’ll share 

some sort of devotional and enjoy each other’s company as we work on projects of love and warmth to be shared with 

others as an expression of God’s love. This group is open to anyone who may be interested, so consider joining us. 

Have questions? Feel free to reach out to Jo Anne Hayden at hayden@alaskan.net or 907-903-5025.  

It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to let Jo Anne Hayden know so that you are kept updated on current 

information for that evening.   

Zoom information:  The link should be live by 6:25pm 

Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367  

Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367  

Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592  

Meeting ID: 225 718 367#                  

Let’s Pray Together: September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Fiber Fellowship: September 20  

Fellowship of Quilters 

First Saturday September 4 

Come join the fellowship of quilters. Bring your 

own project, machine, and tools needed. Tables, 

ironing boards, irons and cutting mats provided. 

All Anchor Park Covid protocols will be followed. 

Masks are required. Bring your own bag lunch. 

Questions?  Contact  

Susan Williams at 907 317-0406 

Starting next month, on 

Oct. 24th, nationwide 

10 digit dialing will 

begin. What does that 

mean? You will need to 

dial the area code with 

every call. No more 7 digits. This may require 

you to re-enter phone #s in your speed dial 

and contacts, remember area codes and 

reprogram your fingers to dial 10! 

Get Ready 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
mailto:hayden@alaskan.net
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We'd love to have you as part of the Virtual Choir.  

In partnership, each week choir parts are available to sing with and 

record for each Sunday. We'll be playing the Anthem part in our 

worship and it will feature the faces and voices of everyone who can 

join!        

Visit the website for more information:   

http://wardlawbailey.com/stjohnchoir/ 

Ready to sing in worship? 

During the time of Covid the arts, in 

particular music, was silenced in our 

schools, in live performances, and 

in our places of worship. As we are 

slowly emerging from this time we 

can look at how we want to bring 

back and support the arts at our 

church and how it could connect us 

to the community. The arts committee would love to have people 

who are supporters of the arts be it visual, music, or even dance, 

and who would like to creatively think of how we can make Anchor 

Park a home to the arts. If you are interested or even just 

curious please contact Carolyn Downie.           

Carolyn_hi@hotmail.com 

….. is beginning their winter clothes drive for 

men and women.  Anything you would need to 

stay warm walking outside is what they need.  

 

NEEDED ITEMS ARE .... 
 

Warm socks and footwear, 

jackets, warm pants, gloves, 

hats, neck scarves, long 

johns, sweaters & 

sweatshirts. 

Toiletry items are always 

needed and welcomed! 
 

The Downtown Hope Center (DHC) is a hand 

out and hand up organization.  They help our 

homeless to keep warm while on the streets. The 

DHC feeds them, provides a shower house and 

laundry services, clothes them, provides 

footwear, offers substance abuse programs & 

life skills classes. They provide a women’s 

overnight shelter.  They offer vocational training 

through their bakery program and culinary 

program, then help them with resumes & job 

searches. Through church services and living 

their Christian faith and showing them love and 

respect, the DHC teaches our homeless brothers 

and sisters about Christ. 

Anchor Park UMC is having a winter 

clothing and footwear drive: 

August 30 through September 30.   

The grey bin and the basket are still 

under the table in the coffee room.  

You can drop items off during church 

hours through the week.   

Ken Hagler 04 

Matilda Jacobson 04 

Briana Morales 04 

Henry Saafi 10 

Maddie Ashlock 11 

J Lund 13 

Autumn Krueger 17 

Kailene Vea-Spencer 19 

Vicki Packer 20 

Rachel Morse 22 

Anamanu Tu’uholoaki 23 

Elsie Gendron 25 

Madeleine Vea 25 

Sophia Downie 26 

Tania Morales 26 

Caleb Feaster 27 

Bob & Sue Shaffer 03 

Bruce & Barbara Gierke 07 

Ruth & Jim Durr 12 

William & Judi McPheters 15 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays & 
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September 18 meet at 

APUMC at 11am  

Plan ‘Trunk or Treat’ and AK Child 

Halloween goodie bags.  

The Blessing Box was 

vandalized earlier in the 

Summer. Thank you to 

all those who donated 

time, expertise and 

materials for the new 

box. 



 

Quilt Retreat #48 

September 23-26, 2021 

At Laverne Griffin Youth Camp Wasilla  

Sponsored by the Anchor Park United Methodist Women (UMW) 

Re-connect with the quilting community. Come out of the shutdown and 

surround yourself with the warmth of friends. Smiling faces we haven’t seen in a 

year will greet you. The camp is located on a lovely lake. Bring your own projects 

to work on in a big, light-filled room. You can sew as much or as little as you 

choose. If you choose to sleep, participants share heated rustic cabins equipped 

with bunk beds and mattresses. The bathroom/shower house is in a separate 

location. 
 

Registrations must be received by September 9, 2021 

Make checks payable to UMW 

Thursday -Sunday $248 Friday -Sunday $192 
Contact Susan Williams @ 317-0406 for information and registration forms. 

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare House, a mission 

of Catholic Social services. Please consider signing up to provide part 

of the meal. Sign up is online at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare 

Clare  

House 

 “Where Do We Go 

From Here?”  

We, as your Alaska Leadership 

Team, are so excited as we 

anticipate spending time with 

you at Alaska United Methodist 

Women’s Annual Gathering 2021 on September 24 and 25 

via ZOOM. To many of us, it feels as if we have spent the past 

year and a half wandering through unknown settings, missing 

the familiar and lamenting and longing for sightings of our 

“normal” lives and our “normal” community, seeking the “You 

are here” location on our life’s map.  

Fall Dinner 

Casseroles 

Start time: Thursday 3:30pm 

O ur UMW planning 

meeting was held 

on August 31st. It is 

important to pay special 

attention to updates for 

the UMW that will be 

shared in the Mini-Links. 

We hope you can join us 

on our variety of 

opportunities throughout 

the year ahead, You won’t 

want to miss out! 

Sunday, September 19th 

Contribute a: main casserole, 

veggie, side dish, dessert, drinks 



United Methodist Church 

2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

We Welcome 
all races, class or  

lifestyle to experience 

God’s love through 

all ministries of our 

church. 

We Love 

God and neighbors 

knowing that love 

will encourage our 

diversity and span 

our differences. 

We Serve 
our community and 

world through serving 

the poor, homeless, 

orphaned, addicted 

and imprisoned. 

Worship with Us!!  Visit www.anchorpark.org for available on-line, and smart-phone options.   

Office Phone: 907-277-0152 Email: office@anchorpark.org       Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur. 

office@anchorpark.org 

Did you go someone on 

vacation? 
 

Did you take some awesome 

pictures of our world? 
 

Do you have an event to share? 
 

What would you like to see in  

The Link? 

http://Www.anchorpark.org

