
We are people who like to talk. How many different forms of 

communication are you now fluent in? Many of us feel the need 

to be in constant contact. Most of us feel we have important things to say. 
 

When it comes to talking with God, the fact is, we’ve all got something to say but . . .  
 

What would you do if God really did talk back to you? 
 

 It was several years ago that my daily habit of reading, reflection and prayer was . . . well . . . let’s just say it 

wasn’t cutting it. That sounds kind of strange coming from a pastor. I was not connecting with God. So I talked 

with God about it. I told God I wanted to get to know Jesus. Which reminds me . . . what was the question 

again . . . 
 

What would you do if God really did talk back to you? 
 

 I got an answer. It was not some audible voice. I did not see Morgan Freeman or George Burns. It was 

more like a thought that made a whole lot of sense. It went something like this . . . “You want to know Jesus? 

You see that book there? The one you read every day called a Bible (God has found sarcasm to be pretty 

effective with me)? There are four histories of Jesus’ life in there. So read one. The same one. Everyday. For a 

year. Think about Jesus. Listen to Jesus. Hang with Jesus. At the end of the year, read another.” In other words, 

God said to me, “Wash. Rinse. Repeat.” 
 

What would you do if God really did talk back to you? 
 

 Me? I started doing what God said. It has made a whole lot of sense and a real difference in my life (which 

confirms for me the thought must have come from God). 

 I have been reading things I have read countess times before. But I am not reading for knowledge. I am 

reading to get to know God. I am not trying to memorize anything or become an expert. I am reading to have 

a conservation with God. 
 

What would you do if God really did talk back to you? 
 

With Moses, God used a bush. With Balaam, God used a donkey. With Elijah, God spoke in the wind. With 

Paul, God used a light. 
 

What would you do if God really did talk back to you? 
 

Would it be in a thought or a feeling? Would it be a cloud or a car horn on the interstate? Would it be in a 

blog or newspaper? A bay crying or a YouTube video? Would you even know it was God’s voice? 
 

Maybe it has been awhile. Maybe you have never said anything at all to God. Maybe you talk everyday. 

Maybe, like most of us, in most conservations, we don’t really stop to listen and see if God might really talk 

back to you.  

If He did, just what would you do? 
Pastor Ken 

We’re invited to worship on-line with the Homer UMC congregation via 

YouTube.  

 



We are honored and blessed to pray for each other. This is my experience and my invitation to you to consider making 

your prayer time an intentional appointment with God…    by Judy Pendleton 
 

For the past 15 months a faithful group of prayerful souls have gathered to pray on Thursdays at 5:00 pm Alaska time 

in a virtual Zoom prayer room. Coming together in this sacred prayer time has been one of the blessings from the 

COVID 19 year of isolation. It seems to last 20 or 30 minutes, and we gather from across the planet (Alaska, Australia, 

Washington state, and…). I encourage you to adjust the time for wherever you are, set an alarm, and join us to check 

this out for yourself. And even if you miss the time of prayers, perhaps your intention has enhanced your presence 

among us. You can join us at this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?

pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09 

For whatever we pray, we affirm our openness to receive of the miracles of God’s Holy Spirit touching us. We align 

with and pray for the highest God good for all involved. Sometimes we understand what is God’s good; sometimes we 

surrender and confess our small vision. In all things we commit to holding in the light of Spirit, and 

hence our prayer time is a sacred time of heightened awareness of God’s presence. 

We have a most beautiful prayer room at church. It is open to you any time the church office is 

opened (9am to 2pm Monday thru Thursday). If you would like another to pray with you, please call 

the church office to set up meeting with a prayer buddy. Someone will work with you and arrange 

to meet you there. Praying for and with others is a sacred honor… 

For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that 

without ceasing I remember you always in my prayers. — Romans 1:9 

Let’s Pray Together: Thursdays at 5pm 

Come join the fellowship of quilters. Bring your own project, machine, and tools 

needed. Tables, ironing boards, irons and cutting mats provided. All 

Anchor Park Covid protocols will be followed. Masks are required. Bring 

your own bag lunch.  

Questions?  Contact  Susan Williams at 907 317-0406 

Fellowship of Quilters    First Saturday October 2nd 

Worship in Fellowship 

A limited number (10) of seats are available for in-person worship each Sunday 

morning at 10:45am viewing the recorded service together in the Robinson Room. The 

above website takes you to the sign-up form. If you have questions, please contact 

Sandra Woods <surywoods@yahoo.com> or the church office (907) 277-0152. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084BA5AA28A31-inperson 

Communion 
We will be gathering outside to join together and partake of this sacrament. Social distancing and masks are 

required. This is not a drive thru event.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084BA5AA28A31-inperson


Those who feel comfortable gathering in 

person with masks and social distancing 

are welcome to gather at Anchor Park 

while others who prefer to gather by zoom (or find it 

more convenient) are also welcome as we always 

have that option available.  

During our time together we’ll share some sort of devotional and enjoy each 

other’s company as we work on projects of love and warmth to be shared with 

others as an expression of God’s love.   

This group is open to anyone who may be interested, so consider joining us.  

Have questions?  Feel free to reach out to Jo Anne Hayden at 

hayden@alaskan.net or 903-5025. 

It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to let Jo Anne Hayden know so that 

you are kept updated on current information for that evening.   

Starting on 

Oct. 24th 

nationwide 10 

digit dialing will begin. What does 

that mean? You will need to dial the 

area code with every call. No more 7 

digits. This may require you to  

re-enter phone #s in your speed dial 

and contacts, remember area codes 

and reprogram your fingers to dial 

10! 

 

The Hebrews spent 40 years wandering through the Sinai Dessert and approximately 80 years in exile in Babylon. The 

Bible tells us they spent a lot of time wanting to “go back to the way things were.” But we know that’s not how things 

turned out. We, too, want things to go back to the way they were. For a few months we thought that’s what was 

happening. It was wonderful to get a taste of what used to be. Yet, just like the Israelites, we are sent back into the 

wilderness to spend time in an uncomfortable place. I honestly thought in August the spike in COVID would be slight 

and short. But that has not been the case.  
 

The Safe Re-Opening Task Force met in late August as the COVID case numbers were climbing to determine when we 

should close the building and go back to on-line worship. Other Methodist churches in Alaska were having those same 

discussions. The Anchor Park Task Force decided that 70 cases per 100,000 would be our point at which we would 

close or open. The cases in Anchorage have been well above that point throughout September. I’m anticipating we’ll 

be able to have in-person worship again when the case count drops below 70.  
 

During this time, Michelle Sims is serving as a host to a limited number of people to celebrate and worship together. 

You can reserve a spot by signing up here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084BA5AA28A31-inperson 
 

In the meantime, I ask you to wear your mask whenever you are out in public as an active demonstration of your love 

for your neighbor. While the mask protects you to a degree from catching COVID, it does more to protect those 

around you from YOU. The masks we wear are the same type that doctors and nurses wear to 

protect patients from the exhaled air during surgery or other invasive procedures. Wear your 

mask as an active demonstration of “Do no Harm.”  
 

Blessings, 

Sandra Woods        Chair, Safe Re-Opening Task Force 

Zoom information:  The link should be live by 6:25pm 

Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367  

Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367  

Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592  

Meeting ID: 225 718 367#                  

Fiber Fellowship: Oct 4th and 18th  

Christmas is less than 

3 months away 

(don’t shoot the messenger) 

mailto:hayden@alaskan.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084BA5AA28A31-inperson
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367


We'd love to have you as part of the Virtual Choir.  

In partnership, each week choir parts are available to sing with and record 

for each Sunday. We'll be playing the Anthem part in our worship and it 

will feature the faces and voices of everyone who can join!        

Visit the website for more information:   

http://wardlawbailey.com/stjohnchoir/ 

During the time of Covid the arts, in particular music, was silenced in our 

schools, in live performances, and in our places of worship. As we are slowly 

emerging from this time we can look at how we want to bring back and 

support the arts at our church and how it could connect us to the community. 

The arts committee would love to have people who are supporters of the arts 

be it visual, music, or even dance, and who would like to creatively think of 

how we can make Anchor Park a home to the arts. If you are interested or 

even just curious please contact Carolyn Downie.           

Carolyn_hi@hotmail.com 

Last time we gathered in person, Pastor Ken asked for your favorite hymns, that they might be 

included in the selections offered by our virtual Choir. Please feel free to email or send in your 

selections, if you have not already done so. 

Our EPIC Youth Group’s efforts in providing a needed resource to 

many of our neighbors, both homeless and that live in our own 

neighborhood, have made and continue to make, a difference in their lives and in ours. And amazingly, the Blessing Box 

touched the life of an anonymous person that paid to have the Blessing Box rebuilt.   

Some of our neighbors have let it be known that it has really helped them during times of need and some of our 

neighbors are now even donating items and placing them in the box! How heart-warming is that?! Such a simple act of 

love has created a chain reaction.  Such goes the missions of God. 

The donated items are going at a little faster pace right now. Maybe because school started 

back?? And with winter knocking at our door, items will be utilized faster and faster. We want 

you to know that we have storage room in the closet next to the office for all the items that are 

donated. So when you go to Costco, Carrs, Fred Meyers, Walmart, wherever, if you want to buy 

in bulk, we do have the room to store it all.  And it will get used! 

 Please, Bless the Blessing Box 

DOWNTOWN HOPE CENTER…..  

is collecting winter clothes drive for men and women. Anything you would need to stay 

warm walking outside is what they need....warm socks and footwear, jackets, warm 

pants, gloves, hats, neck scarves, long johns, sweaters & sweatshirts. Toiletry items are always needed 

and welcomed! The grey bin and the basket are still under the table in the coffee room.  You can drop items 

off during church hours through the week.   

http://wardlawbailey.com/stjohnchoir/
mailto:Carolyn_hi@hotmail.com


shall be a community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to 

expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 

church. 

 

Oct 10 Service project Showered in Grace at Anchor Park 

Oct 22 - 23  Mission U (virtual) 

Nov 14 World Thank Offering 

Nov 13 - 20 Holiday Auction (virtual) 

Dec 12 Cookie Exchange 

Jan  09 Racial Justice Faith Talk 

Feb  13 Bearing Witness to the Kin’dom  

  (book study continues weekly Feb 20 and 27 and Mar 6) 

Mar 13 The Alaska Innocence Project 

Apr 10 Climate Justice Faith Talk 

May 15  BBQ Social Gathering 
 

Meetings may be at Anchor Park UNC, virtual, or a combination of the two.  

Check future LINKs for updates. 

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare House, a mission of 

Catholic Social services. Please consider signing up to provide part of the 

meal. Sign up is online at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare 

Clare  

House 

Spaghetti Dinner Sunday, October 17th 

United Methodist Women  

The Anchor Park UMW will be holding a meeting on Wednesday, October 6th at 6:30pm via 

zoom focused on working out the details relative to our planned UMW Online-Auction that will 

be held in mid-November. All who can help in any way with making this a successful project are 

encouraged to join the meeting that evening. If you are unable to attend the meeting, but can be of 

help in making this happen, please contact Susan Williams or Jo Anne Hayden prior to the meeting. We are anxious to 

connect with you as well! We have much to discuss as we figure out all of the things that need to be done and how and 

when they’ll get taken care of! 
 

Zoom information for the meeting is as follows:  
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367  

Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367  

Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592  

Meeting ID: 225 718 367#                          The link should be live by 6:25 pm.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367


October 10, 2021 

12:15pm 
 

 
A ministry started by our own Jenn 
Miller, providing showers for people 
without secure housing. United 
Methodist Women will help with the roll out of this new program. We 
will help with check in, distribute supplies, clean up between clients and 
provide a light snack. Volunteers helping with the project will need to 
wear a mask. 

UMW Mission u Studies 
Open to anyone: Women, Men and Youth 

October 22-23, 2021 
Virtual Mission u 

 

Class offerings: 
 

Finding Peace in the Midst of Anxiety  by Erin Brown 
Finding Peace in an Anxious World by staff of the Urban Village Church, uses the book 
of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer” as a guide to help Christians find their way 
through anxiety, worry, and fear and move towards God’s peace that surpasses  all 
understanding. Using “The Serenity Prayer” as a scaffold, Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World explores ways to  discover peace through scriptural and spiritual disciplines so 
that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully as  disciples of Christ. Study 
Leader: Susan Williams 
 

 
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools  

by Dr. Monique Morris 
Despite increased attention to the mass and over-incarceration of black men, the plight 
of criminalized black women and girls is overlooked, underreported and under 
analyzed. Monique W. Morris' Pushout shows how even with obstacles, stigmas, 
stereotypes and despair, black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable dignity into 
their lives in classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, and challenges the rest of us to 
do the same. Study Leader: April Hall  
 

Schedule: 
 

Friday Oct 22  Saturday Oct 23 

 6:30pm Opening 9:30-10am Worship 
 7-9pm  Class session 10am-12pm Class Session 

   12-1pm Lunch Break 
   1-3pm Class Session 

   3-3:30pm Closing Worship 



office@anchorpark.org 

 

You can help! 
 

1. Decorate your trunk and join the parade of 

cars that we hope will line the parking lot. Have 

fun putting together a theme and decking out 

your trunk. 
 

2. Donate candy! You don’t have to decorate to 

participate.  

 Candy - any variety individually  wrapped.   

 THANK YOU! 
 

3. Ideas about how we can make this a success? 

Share, share, share! 
 

4. Pray that this event is a successful  outreach to 

our community. 

Ann Lose 

Marion Baker 

Rick Miller 01 

Seamus Kirkham 02 

Ken Pendleton 04 

Carol Carey 07 

Rosemary Fish 07 

Richard Linton 07 

Lisa Deckert 10 

Mary Ellen Mitchell 12 

Callum Hayden 18 

Joel Russ 20 

Clayton Walker 22 

Peggy Willing 22 

Barbara Copley-Gierke 26 

Pam Bell 29 

 

Michael Knapp  

& Rachel Morse  

Oct 19th 

Do you read the articles in the LINK?. Do you 

think they are the same every month? YOUR 

contributions can make our newsletter more 

interesting. Vacation Pictures, fun activities 

from your stay-at-home adventures. Lessons 

learned. If you would like to read about it, 

others will also. Send them in! 



Anchor Park Women come with me to ASSEMBLY 2022 in Orlando, Florida.   
 

ASSEMBLY 2022 will take place May 20 – 22, 2022  at the Orlando 

Convention Center. There we will reflect on today’s challenges and 

together find comfort and strength to move forward, building new ways 

for faith-filled women to make a difference in their communities and the 

world.  

 

We will recommit to our purpose, but also more. 

 For such a time as this we will TURN IT UP!  

At ASSEMBLY 2022: 

We will TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal.  

We will TURN IT UP! for rebirth in a new time.  

We will TURN IT UP! for women leaders.  

We will TURN IT UP! for justice for women, children and youth.  

 

This is our chance to continue building on our more than 150-year heritage as women leaders who 

know how to organize and serve. We are women who are willing to be challenged to grow in our 

faith as we build deeper connections with one another, community leaders and partners in the work 

of justice for all of God’s children.  

 

Bold action, like faith, takes courage. Our bravery is inspired by God’s love and driven by our powerful 

commitment to improve the lives of women, children and youth. We’re a sisterhood acting in faith to 

tackle the hard work of the world without hesitation. We show up, we take action, we get it done. Our 

passion is boundless. And it all begins with you. Come to Orlando with me to care for your spirit, 

worship with your sisters and celebrate the positive impact women create in the world. It’s time to 

TURN IT UP!  

 

Early registration cost is $330 by November 30 

 

For further information contact Susan Williams 317-0406 or JoAnne Hayden 903-5025  



Assembly Scholarship Application 
 

May 20-22, 2022 Orlando Convention Center  
Orlando, Florida 

 

Alaska Conference United Methodist Women is pleased to offer a scholarship to attend the 2022 
Assembly either in person or virtually.  
 

Eligibility: 
 

• a current UMW member of an Alaskan local unit 
• no other organizational support or reimbursement to attend Assembly  
 

Please complete this form and return no later than October 14, 2021. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________  

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Email: ________________________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________________________________________________  

Local UMW unit: _______________________________________________________  

Have you ever attended a UMW Assembly? _________________________________  

Have you ever attended a national UMW event on a scholarship? _______________  

Please answer the following questions: 

I would like to attend Assembly In person _________  virtually.____________ 

 What are your leadership gifts or talents?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

How do you feel attending this event would enrich your life? ____________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Are you willing to share your Assembly experience by contributing an article for the Alaska 
Women’s Response newsletter?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Anything else you would like to share?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Return to:  
Deborah Pintsch dpintsch@gci.net and/or Linda Lou Heim lindalouheim@gmail.com or by mail 
to: Alaska UMW, 2441 Nancy Circle, Anchorage, AK 99516 

Deadline: October 14, 2021 



No codes or extra dialing. Works 

on ALL phones—smart or not. 

United Methodist Church 

2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

We Welcome 
all races, class or  

lifestyle to experience 

God’s love through 

all ministries of our 

church. 

We Love 

God and neighbors 

knowing that love 

will encourage our 

diversity and span 

our differences. 

We Serve 
our community and 

world through serving 

the poor, homeless, 

orphaned, addicted 

and imprisoned. 

Worship with Us!!  Visit www.anchorpark.org for available on-line, and smart-phone options.   

Office Phone: 907-277-0152 Email: office@anchorpark.org       Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur. 

Communion Sunday 

We will be gathering outside to join together and 

partake of this sacrament.  Social distancing and 

masks are required.

visit our website:  www.anchorpark.org 

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc 

https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq  

Our Sunday sermon and prayers: 

We’re worshiping On YouTube Sundays at 11:00am 

http://Www.anchorpark.org
https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq

