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MY THANKSGIVIMG LIST
by Pastor Ken Hagler
It is finally fall and we are in the middle of Hallow-thank-mas, the season of the year which seems to boggle
the mind with an onslaught of advertising, merchandise and parties galore. Thanksgiving falls in the middle
and does not often get its fair share of attention with all the festivities of the other two holidays.
Still, most of us find some time to consider what we’re thankful for. Each of our lists are unique. This year
seems a bit different, a bit more unique. I have had one thing which has not left my list all year that I am
thankful for. This year, I am thankful for my cancer.
I know it sounds’ strange especially with the ways cancer has impacted my life. Still, I am thankful I am a
cancer survivor going on 22 years but I am also thankful for the experience and for the struggle. I am thankful
for the people I have met along the way and for the people I have been able to help and encourage along the
journey.
I am thankful it was testicular cancer, a cancer not often spoke of but one common among young men. So
I’m thankful I have had opportunities to speak and raise awareness about a cancer which, if caught early,
often responds well to treatments.
I am thankful because facing cancer helps me appreciate life more fully. It causes me to consider how
important relationships are in life. I treasure my family more. Each moment with Lauren, my parents, and with
our kids, even on the phone, seems more of a treasure. Every moment with my friends and neighbors has
become a more special time. Even on the most gray, stormy days, the sky seems more like a bluish-gray.
When I visit with people via the phone, or in the hospital or at home facing different medical procedures or
cancer, I am thankful I have an idea of what it is like and I am able to serve others in a way I could not before
cancer.
Since I have walked in shoes, I never imagined I would, I am learning to give thanks and more deeply
understand and appreciate a God who did the same for us, in order to reach out to us. Even Jesus’ closest
friends did not understand Jesus was God with them. When Philip asked, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father… (John 14:8-9 ESV)
So while I am thankful for all I have experienced in facing cancer, I am even more thankful for a God who did
not watch us from a distance but a God who took on flesh and experienced life among us. I am thankful for a
God who, in Jesus, became like us, to reach us. I am thankful God never stops reaching for us.
During this month of Thanksgiving, what out-of-the-box thing or event are you thankful for in your life? What
has caused you to reconsider things? Take time each day and give thanks daily for one thing - develop an
attitude of gratitude and who knows what might help you see someone else through God’s eyes!
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"Do No Harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love with God."

visit our website: www.anchorpark.org

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc
Ken Hagler, Paster
Anchor Park UMC

https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq

Our Sunday sermon and prayers:
Audio only Call (907) 302-2795
no codes required

Services are uploaded the following week to our YouTube channel.

Church Family
The first major project I, Loretta, as your
new Church Secretary will be tackling
and updating the APUMC family pictures on the wall. If
your picture is still on the wall in the hallway, please let
us know if you would like to have it updated this goaround. If your picture was previously on the wall and is
no LONGER there - you’re covered. The photo taken by
Beckels Photography will be used. If you would like to
provide a different picture - please do so at your earliest
convenance If you are new to the family and/or have
never been on the wall - please let us add you to the
family. Thank you!

Our Prayer
Ministry

Kenda Garrett
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Swanson, Larry & Pam
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Our Church Family
grows and
changes like the

We Pray Together - Tuesday at 5pm

Zoom Link hosted
by Judy Pendleton:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9072508464?
pwd=TmdEM1dVYk9QQi81WEpZbUJ1SU1rUT09
We have a most beautiful prayer

room at church. Our Prayer

Room at church is open to you any time the church office is open
(9am to 2pm M-Th). If you would like another to pray with you,
please call Judy Pendleton (907) 250-8464 to set up a meeting with
a prayer buddy.

Take a Walk
Prayer Labyrinth
Find calm and peace as you walk the Prayer
Labyrinth in the Sanctuary. Take your time. Allow
each step to be a breath, to be a prayer. Let the
Spirit move you as you lift your cares and petitions
to God. Enjoy the journey; travel it often. Open
whenever the Prayer Room is open and by special
arrangement.

Judy Pendleton is our
Prayer Leader. Please
contact Judy
@ 907-337-5023 for
more information
regarding this ministry.

EPIC YOUTH
12/17/2022 EPIC Youth White Elephant
Christmas Party! Bring a friend if
you’d like!
Thank you everyone!!! Flyers and
information will be out gradually! Have

Our Annual Nicaragua Pie Auction
Nov. 6, after soup and bread potluck. Our pie auction is in person again, yay! Since 2005, Anchor Park
UMC has participated in a number of mission trips (15 to be exact) to Nicaragua. Many years ago, the
idea began of having a pie auction in the fall to support the trip. It has become one of our church’s fun
traditions. For those that cannot be there or do not yet feel comfortable being at the church, and you
want to participate, contact us and tell us what kind of pie you want and how much you are willing to bid
for it. We will be your proxy! More fun for us. Vicki has already put out pie plates in the Robinson’s
“coffee” room for us. Pick up an empty plate and fill it with your cooking magic and bring it back to
benefit our friends in Nicaragua. Mark your calendars!
Thank you as always for your participation and support
Owen and Pam Bell

OUTREACH

Blessing Box

CORNER

The first Blessing Box was constructed, mounted and painted by the Epic Youth Group. It
was necessary to replace it once and the West Virginia VIM team donated the materials
and built the current box. Because of your generosity, it has served many of our
homeless population as well others in need. Besides our church, there have been many
from the surrounding neighborhood that have left donations.

A member of our congregation who works at Franz Bakery has arranged for us to pick up bread & other
products an a weekly basis. In turn, we able to donate 30 or more loaves of bread to the Willow UMC each
week. During the winter months, we leave hats, gloves, scarves and hand & food warmers in the box.
In order to keep up with the need, we welcome your donations of things like bottled water, granola bars,
graham crackers, trail mix, peanut butter, spam, Vienna sausage, sardines, tuna fish, top ramen
noodles ,chef Boyardee, mac n’ cheese cups ,pilot bread, cereal, small bags chips, fruit snacks and
other portable foods. Pop-top lids are best for canned foods. These are just suggestions so use your
imagination. If you shop at places like Costco and buy in bulk, we would be happy to repackage things.
If you would like to offer financial support, we would be glad to shop for you. The need is great in our
community and we are very grateful for your continued support. If you have any questions, please
contact Vicki Packer (907) 529-5942.

POTLUCK UPDATE
Our next gathering will be on Nov.6th. The theme will be Soup & Bread followed by the
infamous PIE AUCTION! So plan to bring your favorite pot of soup or bread, and a pie to be
auctioned. The Auctioned pies are often shared for desert or you can take them home. All are
welcome whether you bring food or not. There’s always plenty to share. There will be a limited
number of pie plates available in the Robinson Room for you to use.
Thanks, Vicki

SUNDAY KIDS KORNER
All kids from K-5th grade are invited to our Sunday Kids Korner once a month
on the last Sunday of each month, with a few exceptions. Our next class will
be NOV. 30th 10am- 10:45. Come! You are welcome to share us an exciting
fun time as we explore and learn about Jesus.

How Can You Serve?
There are
Speak to Susan Williams
regarding the
Coffee Ministry

Our Coffee Ministry
after the service

Speak to Pastor Ken
about being a
Lay Reader

God’s Word is power.
Give voice to the power.

OUTREACH

With school starting back and as we begin to gather more and more in
our Sunday services, I would like to share what is happening in our various
Outreach Missions through an Outreach Corner in our mini link. We will try to

CORNER

have a weekly summary, until we highlight each mission, and let you know
who to contact and
how you can help. We would simply like you to be aware of the ways Anchor

Park is actively reaching out to help those in need in our community and abroad. We have 9 missions now; they are
Back Pack Buddies, Beans Café, Downtown Hope Ctr., EPIC Youth’s Blessing Box, FISH, Nicaragua, REAL, Social
Justice and the Willow Food Pantry. Anchor Park is blessed with so many ways to be involved and in service to
others!
We will begin with Back Pack Buddies. Rita Spencer and Judy Pendleton spearhead this mission. If you feel that
‘pull’, you can contact one of them to find out how to help hands on, or by earmarking a donation to Back Pack
Buddies or bringing supplies to church and put it in the box in the coffee room. Breakfast and lunch suggestions
are oatmeal, granola, granola bars, a variety of boxed juices, fruit cups, shelf-stable milk, Easy Mac cups, Cup-oNoodles, tuna in foil packets or tuna in cans if cans have pop-tops, chili, Vienna sausages, prepared beef stew
servings, individual cheese crackers and peanut butter. Easy to prepare dinner suggestions are Chef Boyardee
Ravioli or Rice with Chicken & Vegetables, Complete dinners or anything similar. If you do get something in cans,
pop-top cans are better.
Thank you for all of your continuing interest and support in our Outreach Missions !!
In community together,
Your Outreach Chair, Pam

Backpack Buddies Outreach Mission: Support Needed
Thanksgiving Offering
Anchor Park UMC has been partnering with Airport Heights Elementary school to provide food for
hungry students through Back Pack Buddies. Anchor Park usually collects shelf-stable microwavable
meals for distribution to the students.
At Thanksgiving we look forward to family traditions and favorites- Grandma’s dressing, Grandpa’s gravy, Aunt Judy’s
home-made rolls, and maybe Uncle Jim’s homemade ice cream for Cousin Angie’s pumpkin pie. What do the children of
Airport Heights Elementary look forward to? Are their wishes fulfilled? Or is dinner spaghetti with sauce- no meat? Can
we share just a bit of our bounty with them?
Church Council voted to add a Thanksgiving offering this year; half of the Thanksgiving offering will go to Back Pack
Buddies and half go to Apportionments. Watch the Mini-LINK for the date of the Thanksgiving offering. Or you can give
early and designate the donation go to the Thanksgiving offering.
Thank you, Missions Committee for keeping Anchor Park engaged with Back Pack Buddies and providing this
opportunity to “Do Good” for God’s children.
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F.I.S.H.
Friends In Serving Humanity is a mission effort in Anchorage supported by numerous churches, organizations
and individuals.
Their efforts go towards providing food supplies to individuals and families that find themselves needing a short
-term, temporary source of groceries. The need can arise out of many reasons, such as being laid off work,
illness interfering with jobs, or family crises.
Anchor Park UMC has for many years been a provider of canned tuna for the pantry at F.I.S.H. We are currently
providing an average of 100 cans per month, through donations of designated cash or cans of tuna brought to
church and left in the "FISH basket" in the Robinson Room. That is approximately one-third to one-fourth of the
current need at the pantry. It would be a worthy goal to increase that number, especially as increasing costs of
living are impacting our community this year. If donating to this mission calls to you, your gifts would be
welcomed by F.I.S.H. and the many families they serve.
Hello FISH partners, please get the word out to everyone you know about MITZVAH MALL.

Finance Committee – Stewards of Your Money

I wanted to give you an update as to where Anchor Park is financially. To meet our monthly
budget, we need to collect $21,000 a month. As you can see in the picture, we were below that
amount in January and August. We were above that amount in April and September. The rest of
the year we are collecting about $20,000.
We have money in our checking account and are paying our regular bills to include
apportionments- our global mission contribution to the larger United Methodist Church. We are
on track to have apportionments paid in full by the end of December.
We have also participated in recognizing the Special Sundays of the United Methodist Church
(UMCOR, Native American Ministries, UM Students and World Communion).
The Finance Committee is preparing a year-end report on how your money was spent and the
spending plan of the Missions and Ministries of Anchor Park UMC for 2023. This report will be
sent out via email and “snail-mail” as well as available at the church.
Please reach out to me, Sandra Woods, with any finance questions. You can email me at
Finance@AnchorPark.org.
Blessings, Sandra

FIBER FELLOWSHIP
Fiber Fellowship will be gathering this moth on the 7th and the 21st starting at 6:30 pm and wrapping up by 8:00
pm though anyone is welcome to join us for whatever portion of that time that they can fit in.
Those who feel comfortable gathering in person are welcome to gather in the Lawhorn Room at Anchor Park
while others who prefer to gather by zoom (or find it more convenient) are also welcome as we always have that
option available as well.
Open to anyone who may be interested, during our time together we’ll share a short devotional time and then
enjoy each other’s company as we work on projects of love and warmth that we share with others as
expressions of God’s love.
Have questions? Feel free to reach out to Jo Anne Hayden at hayden@alaskan.net or (907) 903-5025.
It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to let Jo Anne Hayden know so that you are kept updated on current
information for that evening.
Zoom information:
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 225 718 367#
The link should be live by 6:25 pm.

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
Sunday, November 13th following morning worship there will be a United Women in Faith Potlatch Luncheon
downstairs in Wesley Hall. All women and girls 6th grade and older are welcome to join us for a wonderful
homemade meal and program as we recognize all that we have to be Thankful for and learn about and share
being a part of the World Thank offering through United Women in Faith. Plan now to join us for a special lunch
and fellowship with other women at Anchor Park. Be sure to sign up to attend on the Connect and note if you
need childcare, or send an email to smwilliams@gci.net and/or hayden@alaskan.net with the same information.
Knowing ahead how many to prepare food for is very helpful.
A donation of $10 per meal is asked to help defray the cost of the lunch.

Fleece Blanket Tying
There will be a Fleece Blanket Tying gathering on Friday, November 11th starting at 1:30 pm at Anchor Park. No
special skills required other than a desire to help in cutting and then “tying” the fleece blankets which we
prepare and then give to AK Child & Family – a gift given to each new arrival into their residential care program.
As a day when the children aren’t in school and some may have a holiday from work, we welcome students and
adults to join us in this project that everyone can help with. The more help we have the more blankets we’ll be
able to complete. Plan to be a part of this fun, hands-on project! Be sure to sign up on the Connect.
Got question: Send an email to hayden@alaskan.net.

Our hope is that we will leave Mission U with a bigger and broader vision of the community.
Christ is calling us to be in times of loss, grief, and massive disruption. What would be possible if
we tend to the needs of our communities in small yet radical ways, as Jesus did in Luke 13?
The curricula that will be used is: Who Can We Be Together? A Biblical Exploration of Luke
13 is $10
Who Can We Be Together? A Biblical Exploration of Luke 13, the 2022 adult curriculum by
Candace Simpson brings participants deeper into Jesus' teachings in this chapter of Luke to
explore what it means to be in community. As the author notes, “For followers of Christ 2,000
years later, it's important for us to sit with the range of emotions we have in response to these
words. It's not easy to build and sustain communities, especially when there are forces that drain
us, exhaust us, and even push us to act uncharacteristically. And yet, we are called to act on the
most ethical principles of our faith so we can witness the kingdom of God on earth.''
Books may be purchased at the United Women in Faith e-store.
There will be four sessions, each covering two chapters of the study book. Please read relevant
chapters prior to class meeting time. Zoom links will be sent to registered participants.
Sign up at: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfwhDtdJKq9DKB2wZiXHxDMLm5pDq_U7hpA_vgDLd7CqmES9w/viewform?
vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
Mission Dean is Lori Staats. If you have questions, contact Lori at 907 351-4498 cell
or via email staatslori@gmail.com.

Anchor Park's UWIF
Annual Holiday Auction
December 3rd, 2022
Anchor Park United Women in Faith
2022-2023 Calendar of Events
November 11
Fleece Blanket Tying event
November 13
World Thank
December 3
Holiday Auction
December 11
Christmas Cookie Exchange
January 8
Mission U program –
What is God calling us to be?
February 12
Incarceration and the Death Penalty
February 24
Fleece Blanket Tying event
March 12, 19, 26
Book Study
April 16
Activity from 2023 Program Book
May 14
BBQ celebration
* Activity sponsored by Alaska United Women
in Faith

Anchor Park's Annual Holiday Auction
3rd,

December
2022
10:45am to 2:15pm
A special three course meal cost $20
Anchor Park's Annual Holiday Auction organized by the United Women In Faith is scheduled for Saturday,
December 3rd, mark your calendars!
Begin thinking about who you might want to invite so you won't miss out on sharing this
year's fun. This year’s auction will have limited items in an online auction as well.
We welcome donations of home crafted/baked items and want to encourage receipt of all
donations by November 27th (Should you want to donate something freshly baked for the day
of the auction, plan to complete a donation form by the deadline of November 27th and then
bring the fresh baked item immediately prior to the start of the auction.) Live auction items will
be selected through a juried process as long as they are received by November 27th. If you
already know what you are donating they can be dropped off at Anchor Park’s Green
classroom downstairs, marked Holiday Auction.
This is a great way to have fun and support mission projects focused on women, children, and youth in
Alaska, the United States, as well as the world. We need volunteers to help with the auction. Tasks include
setting up or cooking on Friday December 2nd, Saturday December 3rd tasks include cooking, set up, clean
up, check-out table, and the famous other duties that arise.

P

astor Ken has a variety of postings throughout the week on Facebook and Instagram designed to keep you
connected with Anchor Park.

Weekly:

60 Second Sermons and Breathe Prayers to encourage your spiritual growth.

On Wednesdays: Join Pastor Ken @ 12noon
Upper Room Wednesdays LIVE on ZOOM each week, and recorded and replayed on the Anchor Park UMC YouTube
channel. Use the link or numbers:
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/98682022441
Meeting ID: 986 8202 2441 One tap mobile +16699006833,,98682022441# US (San Jose)
(Tacoma)

+12532158782,,98682022441# US

We Welcome:

We Love:

all races, class or lifestyle to experience God’s love
through all ministries of our church.

God and neighbors knowing that love
will encourage our diversity and span
our differences.

We Serve:
our community and world through serving the poor,
homeless, orphaned, addicted and imprisoned.

United Methodist Church

2300 Oak Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Worship with Us!!

Visit www.anchorpark.org for available in person, on-line, and smart-phone options.

Office Phone: 907-277-0152

Email: office@anchorpark.org

Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur.

