
 

The Quest For Character 
 

Robert Redford, the actor, was walking one day through a hotel lobby. A woman thought she 
recognized him and followed him to the elevator. “Are you the real Robert Redford?” she asked 
him with great excitement. As the doors of the elevator closed, he replied, “Only when I am alone.” 
 
When my late wife, Heather, and I were still dating we were in the fine dining area of Lexington, 
Kentucky. As we rounded the corner, we almost ran directly into actor Tim Conway and his wife. 
What struck me most was the almost pleading look on his face as if to say, “Please don’t recognize 
us. Leave us alone.” So we just kept walking, 
 

How often have you dreamed of the spotlight and center stage? But how often have you considered the toll that it has taken 
on the lives and families of celebrities? When would you get to simply be a father or mother? Husband or wife? How about just 
being a human being without people comparing you to the people you pretend to be on stage, TV and movie screen? 
 
How much of what we do every day is about putting on a false image for our neighbors and coworkers? How often do we 
pretend and hide our feelings from our family and friends? When are you the real Sam, Mary, Becky, John, Ken or 
 _________________  (fill in your name there)? 
 
Redford was right; it is only when we are alone that we are ourselves. Only alone do we show our true character. Most people 
only see what we let them. But when are we ever alone? Hellen Keller, who changed the world’s view on blind and deaf 
people and knew what it was to be alone, noted, “Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through experience 
of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, ambition inspired and success achieved.” 
 
Notice that Helen Keller begins with how character starts with the soul. Unfortunately, we want to jump to the points of 
“ambition” and “success”. To do so neglects the important aspect of the soul. Maybe this is why we are floundering about as 
a nation, as immature adults, and as mere church goers - we’ve not really cared to face trials or suffer and so we lack soul. 
 
In the Bible, Paul writes to Timothy on character saying, “You know all about my teachings, my way of life, my purpose, my 
faith, my patience, my love and my endurance. You also know about the kind of persecutions and sufferings which happened 
to me. Those who try to live a godly life because they believe in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But evil people and phony 
preachers will go from bad to worse as they mislead people and are themselves misled.” 
 (2 Timothy 3:10-13 GW) 
 
The quest for character costs.  
 

Love God and Love your neighbor. Go and do likewise. 
Pastor Ken 

United Methodist Church 
2023 

PERRY AWARD 
Through Church Council, a perpetual plaque has been designed to hold all the names of the persons who have (and will) 
received the Perry Award. The plaque is designed to serve our congregation for many years to come, with thirty-two engraved 
plates to feature the names of current and future recipients. We would like to have it made and hung in the Sanctuary next to 
the original Perry Award plaque.  

Church Council invites the congregation to contribute to this project with a love offering. 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions. You may reach me at 907-278-3488 or mrbojangles@alaskan.com 

 
Thank you! Sheri Whitethorn  

mailto:mrbojangles@alaskan.com


Deanna Platner, wife of Lant 
Planter passed away on 
February 14, 2023. 
Donations in her name can 
be made to the Alaska 
Food Bank. There are no 
current plans regarding a 
memorial. Please continue 
to share your condolences with 
Lant.  
They are appreciated. 

Our prayer sessions last from 20 to 30 minutes.  
Our voices gather from across the planet (Alaska, Australia, Washington state, 
and…). We encourage you to adjust the time for wherever you are, set an alarm, 

and join us. Check this out for yourself!  
You can find us at this link:   

https://us02web.zoom.usj/88936069552pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09 

We invite you to join us in our prayers . . . . 

 When you’re stopping in to donate items for the upcoming yard sale . . the 
Blessing Box, the food bank, etc...take a personal journey. Our Prayer Labyrinth 
is a peaceful (and peace promoting) walk of faith, designed to help you focus 

your thoughts. From the start in the center to the final step, allow the journey to take its own time - as 
long as your prayers to heaven. 

Or a contemplative journey . . .  

On-Line 

A quiet space 

Calling on Graduates!   
It’s NOT that far away. We know you can’t wait - and we want to help you celebrate. If you have an upcoming accomplishment 
you would like to chare with us, please start sending them in! 

Our beautiful prayer room is open to you any time the church office is 
opened (9am to 2pm Monday thru Thursday). If you would like 
another to pray with you, please call the church office to set up 
meeting with a prayer buddy.  
Someone will work with you and arrange to meet you there.  
Praying for and with others is a sacred honor… 

We are 

the 

Church 

John & Winnie Nabors 25 
Kevin & Carolyn Downie 28 

Jade Hayden 07 
DeLoyce Soliai 11 
Judi McPheters 20 
Kim Pitts 22 
Nancy Starn 23 
Debbie Hardwick 24 
Makeleta Berry 31 

Birthday Wishes 

Anniversary Blessings On February 12th, we welcomed the 
Yang family to our congregation. 
Pictured are Susy (mother), Kao (father) 
and Jasmine, Kailou, Ella and  
1 1/2 yr old Pearl, who was baptized on 
that day. 

October through December, 2022. Households contributing to the Fred Meyer Reward program 

earned $34.81 for the church.  Link your points to our account:  JV359. This does not 

affect your Rewards. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09


Fiber Fellowship will be meeting on the first and third Monday evenings of the month, meaning the 6th and the 20th, 
starting at 6:30 pm and wrapping up by 8 pm though anyone is welcome to join us for whatever portion of that time that they 
can fit in.   Those who feel comfortable gathering in person are welcome to gather in the Lawhorn Room at Anchor Park while 
others who prefer to gather by zoom (or find it more convenient) are also welcome as we always have that option available as 
well.  
Open to anyone who may be interested, during our time together we’ll share a short devotional time and then enjoy each 
other’s company as we work on projects of love and warmth that we share with others as expressions of God’s love.    
Have questions?  Feel free to reach out to Jo Anne Hayden at hayden@alaskan.net or 907-903-5025. 
It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to let Jo Anne Hayden know so that you are kept updated on current information 
for that evening.       Zoom information:  
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367  
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367  
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 225 718 367#        The link should be live by 6:25 pm.  

Opportunities! It happens when you get rid of your junk:  
It becomes someone else’s treasure. 
Start gathering the treasures now. 

Spread the word:  
Unfortunately our most recent hire for covering our office submitted 
her resignation due to personal issues. So, we are once again looking 
for the right person to help us out in our office. We encourage anyone 
you know who might be interested to reach out to Pastor Ken at 907-
277-0152 or Jo Anne Hayden at 907-903-5025. 

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare House, a mission of Catholic Social services. 
Please consider signing up to provide part of the meal. Sign up is online at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare 

Clare  

House 

Refreshment Hour 
Speak to Susan Williams  

or add your name to a date! 

Lay Reader 
Speak to Pastor Ken  

or add your name to a date! 
The sign-up sheet is on 

the table at the  entrance 

Potluck!  
Sunday, March 5th  

Get your recipes ready and the 
kitchen fired up! 

Discipleship with Pastor Ken  
First Sunday of the month. 

Join us the Youth room.   

All youth ages 11 thru 18 
are welcome! 

mailto:hayden@alaskan.net
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare


Anchor Park ended 2022 in a good financial position. We were able to pay all our bills to include apportionments. Our 
approved budget was $252,000 and you contributed $263, 859. This includes special offerings that were sent to the 
Conference and the global United Methodist Church.  
 
We started strong in January, bringing in $21, 143. To meet our monthly expenses, we need to bring in $21,000 each 
month. The Finance team’s goal this year is to get apportionments paid off around September.  
 
In November, Anchor Park approved establishing an endowment with Faith Foundation Northwest. The account 
balance as of the end of January is $9, 370. 59. For the time being, that money will sit there and hopefully grow.  
 
Throughout this year, I’ll highlight some of the ministries our apportionments support.  
 
Blessings, Sandra Woods  
Chair, Finance Committee 

Finance 

New$ 

Giving for the week of February 25: 
 
General Budget $2,354.60 
Apportionments $700.50 
Blessing Box $50.50 
Trustees Building Fund $100.00 
UMCOR $100.00 
Youth Group General Fund $100.00 
 $3,405.60 



Mark your calendars! 

2023 WOMEN'S GET AWAY WEEKEND 

Thursday after 4 pm, August 10 until 2ish Sunday, August 13th 
The Ashlock family has offered use of their place located on 120 Kitzuhel 
Rd in Girdwood. This “cabin” is a wonderful fun environment for our 

gathering. The condo has a full kitchen, 5 bedrooms, living room, and 4 bathrooms. Treat yourself to a relaxing weekend 
get away!  There is no planned program. Attendees can do what they want when they want.  Spend time with other 
women from Anchor Park…hiking...crafting...reading…playing games…sharing good food…enjoying the outdoors…or 
just hanging out. We’ll try our hand at making pizza again.  
 

March 12th- meeting following the morning 

service to approximately 1:45pm 

We will watch part of Janet Wolf’s electrifying presentation at Assembly 2022. She challenged 
attendees with her frank and intelligent look at systemic racism and oppression and all its 
effects on our current society.  She used the James scripture for Assembly as the foundation 
inspiring us to “show our faith with our actions”, as called by God. She is one of the most 
powerful women theologians of our time.  Lunch will have a St Patrick Theme 



We Welcome: 

all races, class or lifestyle to experience God’s love 

through all ministries of our church. 

We Love: 

God and neighbors knowing that love 

will encourage our diversity and span 

our differences. 

We Serve: 

our community and world through serving the poor, 

homeless, orphaned, addicted and imprisoned. 

United Methodist Church 

2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Worship with Us!!  Visit www.anchorpark.org for available in person, on-line, and smart-phone options.   

Office Phone: 907-277-0152 Email: office@anchorpark.org       Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur. 

Visit our website:  www.anchorpark.org 
Uploaded early in the week to https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq 

Our Sunday sermons and prayers: 
Audio only Call (907) 302-2795  
no codes required 

We worship in person on Sundays at 11:00am 
streamed on Facebook Live 

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc 

http://Www.anchorpark.org
https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq

