
 

 As the salmon begin to return and trek up the rivers to the spawning 
grounds and many of us Alaskans take to the rivers and creeks to chase them, I 
remember Jesus’ words to Peter and the invitation - “Come follow me. I will 
make you a fisher of people.” I know, it probably isn’t the first time you have 
heard a clergy use those words of Jesus this time of year, but I think, as we 
consider our call and mission as a church, we remember, that Jesus is 
passionate about people. 
June marks a time of celebration and gathering for the people of the United 
Methodist Church.  Annual Conferences around the USA and world are 
gathering to reflect on our ministry and call. Jurisdictional Conferences will be 

meeting to consider those who might become Bishops. As a church, we will celebrate with Meghan 
Woods and her commissioning as a provisional elder and her first appointment! We also, prepare to 
begin a third year of ministry together as I continue my appointment here at Anchor Park. 
 However, this year marks a time of splintering in our denomination too. There are some in the 
UMC who, for faith and conscience, have felt it is time to leave, to start a new denomination or 
move to another Methodist tradition. This isn’t new to our Methodist tradition, nor to the Church’s 
history.  Our Book of Discipline has allowed for those who choose to separate since our inception. 
I have friends, who are clergy, who are choosing the path to leave and many, who are choosing to 
stay as part of the United Methodist Church. But, like Jesus, John Wesley was passionate about 
people.  When he saw the need in the 13 colonies for the message of Christian Holiness - the heart 
of our Wesleyan-Methodist Church - Wesley sent Thomas Coke across the Atlantic and said, “Offer 
them Christ.”   
 Our mission has not changed in the United Methodist Church! We, as the people of Anchor Park 
UMC are being called to offer people Christ! Yes, on Sunday mornings BUT also throughout the 
week and throughout our lives. While the ways we do that have surely changed, because of the 
changes in our world and in our neighborhood, but the calling to offer people Jesus, has not 
changed! 
 As we continue to live our mission, to welcome, love, and serve, the opportunities are as 
numerous as the people of our community and our world! The unexpected God we have learned 
about in recent weeks, invites you and me to be Peter in the world - offering people we meet, Jesus 
Christ, just as John Wesley sent Thomas Coke to do too! 
 So while you find yourself chasing the salmon and sun this summer, remember the call to chase 
people too! You may not always catch them but that is why it is called fishing and not catching! 
 
Do No Harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love with God! 
Pastor Ken 

United Methodist Church 2022 



Have you expressed your birthday wishes to Elnora?   
There’s still time:          8211 Del, Anchorage, AK  99502 

Jonathan Todd 01 
Canaan Watson 01 
Harry Ricker 03 
Thomas Feaster 05 
Hunter Hayden 12 
Liliane Ulukivaiola 14 
Elnora Ouding 15 102yrs 
Russ Kirkham 16 
Owen Bell 20 
Charlotte Gaston 22 
Akobo Gatriek 22 
JayJay Miller 24 
Henry Alan Saafi 24 
Amanda Soliai 26 

visit our website:  www.anchorpark.org 

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc 

uploaded early in the week 

https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq  

Audio only Call (907) 302-2795  

no codes required 

Our Sunday sermon and prayers: 

Gregory Todd East HS 
Deborah Todd 8th Grade 
Melissa Todd 8th Grade 
Hunter Hayden 8th Grade 
Shawn Miller 8th Grade 
Sophia Downie 8th Grade 
Maddie Ashlock HS 
Emma Knapp HS 
Lianna Joe   Bartlett High 
accepted at UAA wants to study law 
Logan Hagler Carpentry 
Emma Ashlock College 
Meghan Woods   Candler School of 
Theology  Pastor of Seward & Moose Pass 

Michael & Norma Stichick 08 
Richard & Gianna Linton 10 
David & Marilyn Gardner 12 
Richard & Candee Speirs 15 
Scott & Michele Sims 16 
Mike Todd & Debbie Warner 19 
Joe & Kathy Roche 20 
Owen & Pam Bell 21 
Larry & Jo Anne Hayden 22 
Robert & Eileen Benton 25 
Harry Ricker & Patti Butcher 26 

We Welcome  
Emma Hayden  
May 13, 2022 

Proud parents are 
Brian & Jade Hayden 
Emma is #5, and the 

first girl! 

Our Church Family 

grows and changes 

like the seasons 

Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky intends to appoint Pastor Meghan 
Woods as Pastor of Seward Memorial UMC in Seward, Alaska and 
Moose Pass UMC in Moose Pass, Alaska beginning July 1, 2022. 
Meghan is from Eagle River and is coming back home to serve in 
the Alaska Conference after recently finishing her Master of 
Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology in Atlanta.  
She will be commissioned as a provisional elder of the Pacific 
Northwest Conference in June. Notes to welcome Pastor Meghan 
may be sent to: mwoods1470@gmail.com. She replaces Rev. Lucas 

Boomsma who is transitioning to a 
different ministry. Notes to Pastor Lucas 
may be sent to: Rev.Boomsma@Gmail.com. 

https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq
mailto:mwoods1470@gmail.com
mailto:Rev.Boomsma@Gmail.com


 

Did you miss your opportunity to get your picture taken on Easter Sunday? Would you like a different 

picture of your family and friends? Group photos are welcomed! Beckals Photography will be back on June 

12th to give you a second chance for an updated hall photo and possible new directory (or just because)! 

Rebecca will be available before and after the service. The sign-up sheet is up front. Dress to impress. Bring 

your family for a group photo! Donations accepted and appreciated.  

Discipleship with Pastor 

Ken  

First Sunday of the month. 

Join us the Youth room.   

All youth ages 11 thru 18  

 

Jo Anne & Larry Hayden  
were flocked! 



 

Anchor Park Friends in Ministry, Here’s the 
June outlook. There are 5 weeks in May 
and this graph only accounts for the first 
4 weeks. In April we were able to pay our 
apportionments and are on track to pay 
them in full this year. The estimate here 
is from the Financial Secretaries’ weekly 
report. 
Blessings,              
Sandra Woods, Chair, Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee is asking you to consider getting your 
quarterly financial statement by email. You will get your statement 
sooner than waiting to pick it up at church or get it in the mail. The 
statement does not have any of your banking information on it, but it 
does have your address. If you would like to get your statement by 
email or have questions about this, please contact Sandra at 
surywoods@yahoo.com or the church office at office@anchorpark.org  
 
Sandra Woods, Chair, Finance Committee 

Volunteers needed: 
Folks, the garage sale is a HUGE undertaking, but it brings in 
money, it introduces us to the public with chances to connect, 
and provides a service to the community: The price for each 
customer is “offer what you can”.  

Publicity/Advertising   
 

Relocating items from downstairs to  
Robinson Room on Friday pm on June 10th   
 

Setting up sale in parking lot early   
Sat. morning   
 

Assisting with sale on Sat. 
 

Box/bagging up leftovers & dispersing   
at end of sale   
 

Vehicles/pick-ups for dispersing   
 

Canopies in case of rain   

We are accepting donations now for the annual 

Church Yard Sale. The church is open Mon - 

Thurs, 9-2 pm. If you need a different drop-off 

time call Vicki @ 907-529-5942.  

While shopping at the Garage Sale enjoy a delicious meal: 

Order in advance at $10 a plate. Pay and pick-up on day of sale from 11am to 3pm 
 

Lu (Lau Lau), Ribs, Chop Suey,  
Crab Salad, Banana, Cold Drink 
 

Fund Raiser for APUMC sponsored by the Tongan congregation of APUMC 
 

Hamburgers and hot dogs will also be available for purchase on that day. 

mailto:surywoods@yahoo.com
mailto:office@anchorpark.org


 

The Safe Re-Opening Team met in May and decided to 
use the CDC risk guidelines to determine if masks should 
still be required for worship. The new recommendations 
are based on 3 factors: the number of new known 
infections, the number of persons hospitalized with 
COVID and the percentage of hospital beds occupied by 
someone with COVID. On May 23 the Risk Level for the 
Municipality was Yellow.  

Each week you’ll find the current Risk Level and mask 
directions at the entry to the Sanctuary.  

Worship is one of the last places in society where we 
have all generations together in one place, from our 
youngest infant to our oldest senior. We want everyone 
to be able to be in this space and feel safe.  

Anchor Park has 4 HEPA filters in place and operating: 2 in the sanctuary, 1 in the 
Robinson Room and 1 outside the  Nursery. Vaccines, ventilation, masking and staying home 
when you aren’t feeling well are the best methods we have to keep each other safe. 

At Anchor Park we are distancing, masking, ventilating, and vaccinating. These are the 
best methods to protect each other.   

 “I don’t look out for my own advantage, but I look out for many people so that they can 
be saved. Follow my example…” 1 Corinthians 10: 33b-11:1a.   

 
Blessings,          Sandra Woods, Safe Re-Opening Chair 

In our busy lives, especially going into summer, it is so easy to forget 

that we have people who have come to depend on the food that we 

provide through the Epic’s Blessing Box.  We are down to nubbins.  

We need everything at this point: cereals, oatmeal, pop tarts, 

granola bars, canned proteins like spam, Vienna sausages, tuna (or 

tuna in foil packets), beef jerky, chili, anchovies, soup, various 

crackers including graham crackers, peanut butter, macaroni and 

cheese cups, apple sauce, fruit cups, pilot bread and whatever else 

you can imagine.  We also need boxed juice 

drinks.  We also put hygiene products in the 

Blessing Box like tampax and kotex, tooth paste, body soap, hand 

sanitizer etc.   

Please remember all cans need to be pop top cans.  Most of the 

folks that frequent our box do not have can openers.  

Let’s stock up our pantry to the ceiling and keep this mission going 

strong.  It is one small thing that we can do that actually makes a 

difference in the life of another person.  Food insecurity is ugly.     Blessings to all,   Pam 

We are sad to report that Anchor Park's current Administrative Assistant, Cris Adams, has 
informed us of her intent to resign at the end of July as she will be moving to Wasilla to be 
closer to her family there.   

The Staff Parish Relations committee (SPRC) has begun their work of preparing to promote 
this upcoming opening, but if you or someone you know might be interested in this important 
part-time position, feel free to connect with Pastor Ken or a member of our SPRC and watch for 
more information this summer.  Thank you,’ 

Jo Anne  



 

Our prayer sessions last 

from 20 to 30 minutes.  

Our voices gather from across the 

planet (Alaska, Australia, Washington 

state, and…). I encourage you to adjust 

the time for wherever you are, set an 

alarm, and join us to check this out for 

yourself. You can find us at this link:   

 

https://us02web.zoom.usj/88936069552pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09 

 We have a most beautiful prayer room at church. It is open to you any time the church office is opened (9am to 

2pm Monday thru Thursday). If you would like another to pray with you, please call the church office to set up 

meeting with a prayer buddy. Someone will work with you and arrange to meet you there. Praying for and with others 

is a sacred honor… 

 Judy Pendleton is our Prayer Leader. Please contact Judy @ 907-337-5023 for more information regarding this 

ministry. 

Our Prayer 
Ministry 

Come join the fellowship of 

quilters. We are meeting on 

June 4th 

Bring your own project, machine, and tools 

needed. Tables, ironing boards, irons and 

cutting mats provided. All Anchor Park 

Covid protocols will be followed  Masks are required. 

Bring your own bag lunch. Questions?  Contact  Susan 

Williams at 907-317-0406 

Two Opportunities to serve  

If public reading is not your forte’,  

try our Coffee Service opportunity.  

Speak to Pastor Ken for reading,  

 

 

Susan Williams for 

Coffee Fellowship 

Anchor Park  

has a Prayer Labyrinth 

It is easy to find calmness and peace when 

walking the Prayer Labyrinth. Start from the 

middle. Take your time. Allow each step to 

be a breathe, to be a prayer. Let the spirit 

move as you lift your cares and petitions to 

your Heavenly Father. Enjoy the journey, 

travel it often. 

Fiber Fellowship 
Our Fiber Fellowship will not be meeting on a regular basis 

during the summer months.  Should the group decide to 

meet, an announcement will be made.  Thank you to all who 

have been participating in this ministry. 

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare House, a mission of Catholic 

Social services. Please consider signing up to provide part of the meal. Sign up is online at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare 
 

June 19th             BBQ Hamburgers and Hot Dogs, 

Clare  

House 

Sponsored 

by: 

Vicki Packer is hosting a one 
day VBS on July 16th 

Details on how you can 

participating will be outlined in 
our weekly Mini-Link soon. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare


 

2022 WOMEN'S GET AWAY WEEKEND 

in Girdwood 
Thursday after 4 pm, June 23 until 2ish Sunday, June 26 

 

The Ashlock family has offered use of their place located on 120 Kitzuhel Rd in 

Girdwood.  This “cabin” is a wonderful fun environment for our gathering.  It has a 

full kitchen, 5 bedrooms, a living room, and 4 bathrooms.  Treat yourself to a 

relaxing weekend get away!  There is no planned program.  Attendees can do what 

they want when they want.  Spend time with other women from Anchor Park …

hiking...crafting...reading…playing games…sharing good food…enjoying the 

outdoors…or just hanging out.  We’ll try our hand at making pizza again.  We will strive to adhere to Covid guidance 

in effect in June, but be aware we will be in close quarters.     

Transportation can be coordinated for those needing a ride.  Cost for the weekend is $40/person.  Meals provided 

include Thursday dinner, three meals on Friday, Saturday-brunch, dinner, Sunday brunch.  Don’t let finances keep you 

away, you can contribute what you can, no questions asked.  Can't come for the whole weekend...come for the day or 

two.  Babies under the age of 1 are welcome, please plan to provide all the baby food.   

Plan to bring:   Slippers to wear inside, Toiletries with a washcloth/towel, ear plugs/eye mask, Flashlight, Your own 

personal beverage/coffee, a craft to work on, a game to play, an instrument, a book, etc.  

 Please register me!        

Name:______________________________________________________________________  

I plan to arrive on:____________________________________       

Best Phone #:_____________________________________________________________ 

 Please make checks payable to "Anchor Park UMW"     

□ Yes, I can be a driver and can carry ____ additional passengers    

□  I will need a ride.        

□  I have enclosed my $40 fee for the entire weekend.     

□  I will pay my $40 fee when I arrive.   

Special dietary needs:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have questions contact : JoAnne Hayden @ 903-5025 or Susan Williams @ 317-0406  



 
United Women in Faith Gives to the Ukraine Women 
 

United Women in Faith, formerly United Methodist Women, announced its first emergency 
grant to support women activists in Ukraine. The grant will go to the organization’s longtime 
partner in Kyiv, Ukraine. It is not releasing the name of the center for security reasons. 
 

The organization issued the following statement: 
 

War has a disproportionate and outsized impact on women, children, and youth. Its toll cannot 
be understated. Consequently, United Women in Faith gifted $10,000 to a longtime women’s 

center partner in Kyiv to support women activists who are implementing gender policy, peacebuilding, and the UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325 “Women, Peace, Security” in Ukraine. The funds will support women activists who plan to remain in 
their residence during the war. 
 

This grant will help women in Ukraine establish a network of coordinators (among activists) in the areas where active hostilities 
are taking place. The coordinators will assess needs and provide food, water, medicine and other basic necessities to women and 
children living in bomb shelters. 
We want to support women, children, and youth in Kyiv over the long term. 

Assembly 2022  
Adapted from Article by Jessica Brodie is editor of the South Carolina United 
Methodist Advocate. 
 

Nearly 3,000 women gathered virtually and in person in Orlando for Assembly 
2022. 
 

There was powerful multilingual music, lyrical dancers, an expression of loss 
and thanksgiving and a Native American blessing and time of repentance, this 

led by United Women of Faith General Secretary Harriett Jane Olson and Daryl Junes-Joe, a member of 
the Navajo Nation. 
 

Opening day, the Rev. Sung Yeon Choimorrow brought a keynote message on the rampant racial discrimination and injustice 
toward Asian American women and girls. As director of the National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum, Choimorrow has 
been at the forefront of AAPI anti-violence activism since the March 2021 killing of Asian-American women at Atlanta spas. 
 

“I challenge you to go deeper in your care and love for your neighbors. Show care in a way that is inconvenient for you,” she said. 
“Help change a trajectory of our history on racism.”  
 

The service also included a poetic response by Rev. YaNi Davis, as well as thoughts from Shannon Priddy and ‘Ainise ‘Isama’u, 
national presidents from the last two quadrennia, on United Women of Faith’s name change. 
 

“With this new name, we open our arms wider, welcoming even more sisters to our work 
together,” Isama’u said. 

 

The event closed with a “turn it up” chant that 
reverberated not only through the Orange County 
Convention Center but through the Virtual Assembly 
chat forum. 
 

Day 2 brought: U.S. Department of the Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland joined via video, speaking on 
the moral responsibility women of faith have when it 
comes to climate change, environmental reform and 
caring for the earth. 
 

As the first Native American to serve as cabinet secretary, Haaland is a member of the Pueblo of Laguna and has long advocated 
for the importance of treating our land and its resources wisely and with compassion. She said it’s critical to advocate for reform. 
 

“Every community deserves clean air and water. Your advocacy turns up the volume on the moral responsibility we have to each 
other and to our earth.” 
 

Next, Heather McTeer Toney, climate justice liaison for the Environmental Defense Fund and senior advisor to Moms Clean Air 
Force, took the stage. She shared how growing up, her congregation embraced Psalm 23. She was fascinated with the visuals: the 
shadow of the valley, the green pastures lying beside peaceful, still waters. But the beauty of the Scripture contrasted starkly with 
the environment around her, the Mississippi Delta, which “is not necessarily a pasture you want to go lay down in.” 



 “Nature loves us all the same, but we don’t show nature that same love back. Nature 
doesn’t look at us to figure out what color we are when water rushes by our feet and 
we step into it. It doesn’t discriminate against us. So why do we discriminate against 
it?” 
 

“We are the answer,” she said to resounding applause, pointing around the room and 
acknowledging the 1,200 also gathered online. “It is you, and you, and you over there 
in the back, and you in the corner. It’s you finding ways you can connect to this work 
whatever they may be.” Whether it is joining a faith-based climate action group or 
giving our time and money to advocate for environmental justice, there is much we 
can do. 

 

“When people tell us it’s too big, that environmental justice is too hard, that climate crisis is just too massive, our response 
should be: ‘But you don’t know my faith because nothing is too hard for God,” Toney concluded to a chorus of amens. 
 
Theologian-in-residence the Rev. Janet Wolf echoed the need for action in caring for the 
earth. 

 

“There is work to do: temperatures are rising, cities sinking, birds 
and humans dying from a poisoned atmosphere,” Wolf said, sharing 
statistics of an increasingly sick planet. “The world as it is is not the 
way God intends for it to be. God cries for the healing of all creation, 
for justice that rolls down like mighty waters, for congregations to 
show our faith through our actions.” 
 

The church is not a haven to avoid the problems of the world, she said, a community that empowers 
us to wade into struggles for justice in Jesus’ name. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deaconesses and Home Missioners 
Consecrated at Assembly 2022 
by Tara Barnes 
 

Sixty deaconesses and home missioners from 29 conferences were consecrated at the United Women in Faith Assembly 2022 
in Orlando, Florida. Two Alaskans were among them, Caesar Marciales and Maria ‘Chivi’ Capezio Crookes. 
 

Bishop Peggy Johnson opened the service by reminding Assembly attendees that the source of our greatest power comes from 
understanding that we are not alone, that we share the yoke with Christ and with the Body of Christ.  
 

The six United Methodist bishops participated in consecrating the largest-ever class of deaconesses and home missioners. 
Joining to bishops to place scarves on the new deaconesses and home missioners were 
United Women in Faith General Secretary Harriett Jane Olson, executives for the Office of 
Deaconess and Home Missioner Scott James-Vickery and Megan Hale, and Deaconesses Clara 
Ester, Melba McCallum, and Ellen Dizon. 
 

“I felt called to a lifetime of servanthood to God, and I knew that ordained ministry was not 
for me. I was not sure what the best course of action would be for a layperson,” said Caesar 
Marciales, consecrated at Assembly 2022. “My wife, Kelly Tazuko Marciales, is a deaconess, 
and it was through her journey and consecration that I came to learn about the Order of 
Deaconess and Home Missioner.” 

Marciales is a high school math teacher in rural Alaska. Success in high school mathematics, he says, is crucial for success in 
college, trade school, or employment. Teaching is a ministry that helps give children and youth a chance at a thriving future. 
After discerning the call to lay ministry, deaconess and home missioner candidates finish a course of study to ensure biblical, 
sociological, and theological grounding in their ministries. They dedicate their lives to mission-oriented service as part of a lay 
diaconate. 
Tara Barnes is editor of response magazine 



We Welcome: 

all races, class or lifestyle to experience God’s love 

through all ministries of our church. 

We Love: 

God and neighbors knowing that love 

will encourage our diversity and span 

our differences. 

We Serve: 

our community and world through serving the poor, 

homeless, orphaned, addicted and imprisoned. 

United Methodist Church 

2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

Worship with Us!!  Visit www.anchorpark.org for available in person, on-line, and smart-phone options.   

Office Phone: 907-277-0152 Email: office@anchorpark.org       Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur. 

P astor Ken has a variety of postings throughout the week on Facebook and Instagram designed to keep you 

connected with Anchor Park. 

Weekly:  60 Second Sermons and Breathe Prayers to encourage your spiritual growth. 
 

On Wednesdays: Join Pastor Ken @ 12noon  

Upper Room Wednesdays LIVE on ZOOM each week, and recorded and replayed on the Anchor Park UMC YouTube 

channel. Use the link or numbers:       https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/98682022441 

Meeting ID: 986 8202 2441  One tap mobile    +16699006833,,98682022441# US (San Jose)    +12532158782,,98682022441# US 

(Tacoma) 

http://Www.anchorpark.org
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/98682022441

