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I’m Resigning As An Adult.

I wish I could take credit for this but I cannot. I wish I could give credit to the person who originally
wrote it, but alas, they cannot be found, but they are genius . . .

To Whom it May Concern:
I am hereby officially tendering my resignation as an adult. I would like to accept the responsibilities of
an 8 year old again.
I want to go to McDonald’s and think that it’s a four star restaurant.
I want to sail sticks across a fresh mud puddle and make ripples with rocks.
I want to think M&Ms are better than money because you can eat them.
I want to lie under a big oak tree and run a lemonade stand with my friends on a hot summer’s day.
I want to think the world is fair. That everyone is honest and good. I want to believe that anything is
possible. I want to hope.
I want to be oblivious to the complexities of life and be overly excited by the little things again.
I want to live simple again. I don’t want my day to consist of computer crashes, mountains of
paperwork, depressing news, how to survive more days in the month than there is money in the bank,
doctor bills, gossip, illness, and loss of loved ones.
I want to believe in the power of smiles, hugs, a kind word, truth, justice, peace, dreams, the
imagination, humanity, and making angels in the snow.
So . . . here’s my checkbook and my car keys, and my credit card bills. If you want to discuss this further,
you’ll have to catch me first, cause, “Tag! You’re it!”
- Author Unknown
I hope that brought a smile and brought back some great memories. But did it occur to you in the midst
of reading, you do not have to resign adulthood to make this happen?
As I read it, I began to wonder if what we all really need is to spend more time with 8 year olds.
Seriously, as an adult, I do not want to give up staying up late if I want or riding in the front seat!

For starters, let us not just take time but make time to spend with our kids or grandkids. We need to get
on their level. Next, be on the lookout for organizations hoping for qualified grown-ups to volunteer to
resign adulthood for a bit! When you hear the call for help, think of it as your inner 8 year old saying,
“Can you hear me now?!”
The ancient writer reminds us “. . . the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord (Psalms 33:5). If it is
God’s love filling the earth, then our response is hope. And if there is hope, even just a speck, then all
things are possible. Do not resign yourself but incline yourself to hear and respond to God’s love with
hope. Make this a summer where you help bring hope to the world!

Pastor Ken

We’re worshiping in-person at 11:00am

And we're on

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc
visit our website: www.anchorpark.org
Sundays @11:15am on
Our Sunday sermon and prayers
https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq

LAWN MOWER DILEMMA
Tom Packer keeps fertilizing &
watering the church lawn so
our faithful custodian, Tai, has
to cut the grass every week.
Unfortunately, the lawn mower
is on it's last legs. Does anyone
have a good running used
mower or know of one available? Better yet, it would
be great if enough people would be willing to donate
towards buying a NEW mower for church use.

WEEDS
The sun & rain have caused the abundance of WEEDS!
If anyone has an hour or so to eliminate the weeds in
the gravel area along Lake Otis, the parking lot and the
playground in back, it would be greatly appreciated.

Coffee Service
Our church is open, our congregation is
gathering and people are greeting oneanother. Extending the hospitality of the
church (and Christ) has always been an
Anchor Park strongpoint. Let’s renew the
service. Volunteer to host an after-service
Coffee Fellowship. Susan Williams can clue
you in on the particulars. A sign–up sheet is
available.
Lay Readers
Not afraid of a podium? Want to conquer
the fear? We are recruiting readers for
Sunday morning services. Volunteers
commit to reading each Sunday for one
month. Talk to Pastor Ken for details. A
sign-up sheet is available.

For audio only Call (907) 302-2795
no codes required
office@anchorpark.org

The sun was out and people came all day despite road work on Lake Otis
limiting traffic to one-way! The Yard Sale was a great success and we made
$3,000 to assist Youth and Church Mission. Huge "THANKS" to all the
awesome adult and youth who came to help in so many different ways! Special
thanks go to all the people who helped disperse the left-overs to many
different worthy charities such as The Gospel Rescue Mission, The Hope
Center, The Bishop's Attic, Willow UMC, Prov. NICU, Hospice, Goodwill and a
new thrift store, Fashion Pact, aimed to support many local charities.

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who donated, shopped and worked to make this a
Wonderful Success !
A SPECIAL DAY

You have a special spirit and
Anchor Park loves you!

Can you imagine a world without
cotton swabs, cheeseburgers, drivethroughs, pop-up toasters, bubble
gum, frozen food, or sunglasses? All of
these were invented after Elnora was born.
This year, she celebrated her 101st birthday
on June 15th. Several Anchor Park
members joined her for a lunch at Denny’s.
Denny’s staff and customers joined us in
singing Happy Birthday. The chef came out
to take her picture. She enjoyed a
complimentary lunch with Lemon
Meringue pie for dessert. Elnora told the
staff she would be back next year to
Elnora
celebrate her 102nd birthday!
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EPIC YOUTH Prayer Partners
When I was a Youth Leader at another Methodist Church, our
congregation provided the Youth a beautiful gift of support
when we were on mission trips. Members signed up to be our
Prayer Partners.
Each Prayer Partner wrote us a letter ahead of time for us to
read during our evening devotions. And they prayed for us at
some point during their selected day. It was always amazing
how their words spoke directly to what we experienced that
day.
I’m inviting you to be a Prayer Partner with our EPIC Youth
during their mission trip to Kodiak July 19-24. They will be
gone for five (5) nights. Select a day, July 19-23 and pray for
the Youth that day. I’m also asking you to write the Youth a
letter with your encouragement, wisdom and prayers for their
ministry. You can hand-write the letter or email it to me and I’ll
print it off. Seal it in an envelope and write the date on the
outside. Bring the letter to church by Sunday July 18 so they can travel with the Youth to Kodiak. You can see me
at church or contact me via email at surywoods@yahoo.com to ask questions or pick your day. Let’s show them our
love and support as they bring God’s love through their hands and feet to our neighbors in Kodiak.

Sandra Woods

Let’s Pray Together:

and Always!

We are honored and blessed to pray for each other. This is my experience and my
invitation to you to consider making your prayer time an intentional appointment with
God… by Judy Pendleton
For the past 15 months a faithful group of prayerful souls have gathered to pray on
Thursdays at 5:00 pm Alaska time in a virtual Zoom prayer room. Coming together in
this sacred prayer time has been one of the blessings from the COVID 19 year of
isolation. It seems to last 20 or 30 minutes, and we gather from across the planet
(Alaska, Australia, Washington state, and…). I encourage you to adjust the time for
wherever you are, set an alarm, and join us to check this out for yourself. And even if
you miss the time of prayers, perhaps your intention has enhanced your presence
among us. You can join us at this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?
pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
For whatever we pray we affirm our openness to receive of the miracles of God’s Holy
Spirit touching to us. We align with and pray for the highest God good for all involved. Sometimes we understand
what is God’s good; sometimes we surrender and confess our small vision. In all things we commit to holding in the
light of Spirit, and hence our prayer time is a sacred time of heightened awareness of God’s presence.
And NOW as our church is reopening to us all we can go to church to pray. We have a most beautiful prayer room at
church. It is open to you any time the church is occupied. If you would like another to pray with you, please call the
church office to set up meeting with a prayer buddy. Someone will work with you and arrange to meet you there.
Praying for and with others is a sacred honor…

For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing
I remember you always in my prayers. — Romans 1:9

Anchor Park Safe Opening Plan
In May Church Council voted to pursue “Option 2” of the Bishop’s Re-opening plans. This option allows us to be
responsible for determining our own safety plan for re-opening. Masks will still be required when in the building but
there are several areas where Anchor Park can determine what is safe and allowable for us.
Number of people in Worship: The original capacity of 50 was determined last year when we thought the
maximum number allowed would be 50. Rachel Morse and Ken Pendleton walked through the building,
measured and calculated the number of people who could be in each room based on the parameters given to
us at the time. But after the first two Sundays back in the building it became evident that more than 50 people
could be in the sanctuary and we could maintain the minimum 6 foot of distance between family/social
bubbles. Based on the seating patterns of those two Sundays, we’ve raised the Sanctuary cap to 65.
Singing indoors: No data has been published on the safety of congregational singing inside wearing masks so for
now we will have to listen and hum. Singing outdoors can be done while wearing masks. Published studies
support this. Published studies also provide data to allow the Task Force to plan for our choirs to sing. These
considerations include 12 feet of distance between the singers and the congregation, singing of less than 30
minutes duration and wearing a 3-ply “singers” mask.
Coffee Hour/Fellowship: We’ve been able to return to Coffee Hour by moving it outside. The Task Force is still
researching when we can safely move this back into the Robinson Room. In the meantime, God has blessed us
with the absence of rain these first few Sundays and we’ve been able to have Coffee Hour outside.
Other fellowship opportunities involving a meal: Since COVID is transmitted via air, any time we are inside
without our masks on, we are at increased risk for contracting COVID. Many, but not all, members are
vaccinated, so these events need to have safety plans that provide as much distance as possible (6 feet
minimum) between family groups while maintaining the atmosphere of fellowship. These events need to be
held outside if at all possible. And if you want to plan an inside event, please contact Sandra Woods to ensure
your plan is the safest one possible.
Vacation Bible School: The Task Force will be working with Pastor Ken, Vicki Packer and Children’s Ministries to
provide options for this important ministry to resume.
Child care: The Task Force recognizes that with the return of the congregation comes the return of children. This
consideration has many facets, one of which is the safety of the children. But another facet is the cost of
providing child care. The Finance Committee and SPRC need to be involved in the planning for the return of
Child Care.
Outside Groups: We can now invite many of our non-church user groups to return: Boy Scouts, AA, Quilting
group, exercise groups. Again, masks must be worn and 6 feet distance between families/social bubbles is the
safest.
I hope this provides some information about the Anchor Park Safety Plan so you know what we can and cannot do at
this point.
The full safety plan will soon be available in the church office. In the meantime ,the Quick Guide is available. Or you can
direct your questions to Sandra Woods, Chair of the Re-Opening Task Force (surywoods@yahoo.com).

“Where Do
We Go From
Here?”
We, as your Alaska
Leadership Team, are
so excited as we
anticipate spending
time with you at Alaska United Methodist Women’s
Annual Gathering 2021 on September 24 and 25 via
ZOOM. To many of us, it feels as if we have spent the
past year and a half wandering through unknown
settings, missing the familiar and lamenting and
longing for sightings of our “normal” lives and our
“normal” community, seeking the “You are here”
location on our life’s map.

Hamburgers and Hotdogs

Clare
House
Anchor Park provides one meal a month for
Clare House, a mission of Catholic Social
services. Please consider signing up to provide
part of the meal. Sign up is online at
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare

Come join the fellowship of
quilters. Bring your own
project, machine, and tools
needed. Tables, ironing
boards, irons and cutting
mats provided. All Anchor
Park Covid protocols will be
followed. Masks are required.
Bring your own bag lunch.
Questions? Contact Susan
Williams at 907 317-0406

APUMC FIBER FELLOWSHIP
Monday evening, July 19th at 6:30pm.
There will be no Fiber Fellowship on July 5, but
we will resume on July 19th. We can enjoy a
pleasant summer evening outside the church if
weather permits, inside the building if necessary
or via ZOOM, for those who prefer to participate
virtually.
Covid protocols are followed, masks and
distancing required.
It is helpful if you plan to join us to let Jo Anne
Hayden know so that you are kept updated on
information for that evening. Contact her at
(hayden@alaskan.net or 907-903-5025)
Zoom information: Computer:
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 225 718 367#
The connection should be active by 6:25 pm.

Join Us!

2021 WOMEN'S GET AWAY WEEKEND
in Girdwood
Thursday after 4 pm, September 2 until 2ish Sunday, September 5th
The Ashlock family has offered use of their place located on 120 Kitzuhel
Rd in Girdwood. This “cabin” is a wonderful fun environment for our
gathering. The condo has a full kitchen, 5 bedrooms, living room, and 4
bathrooms. Treat yourself to a relaxing weekend get away! There is no
planned program. Attendees can do what they want when they want. Spend
time with other women from Anchor Park …hiking...crafting...reading…playing
games…sharing good food…enjoying the outdoors…or just hanging out. We’ll try our hand at making pizza again. We
will strive adhere to Covid guidance in effect in September, but be aware we will be in close quarters.
Transportation can be coordinated for those needing a ride. Cost for the weekend is $35/person. Meals provided
Thursday dinner, three meals on Friday, Saturday-brunch, dinner, Sunday brunch. Don’t let finances keep you away, you
can contribute what you can, no questioned asked. Can't come for the whole weekend...come for the day or two. Babies
under the age of 1 are welcome, please plan to provide all the baby food.
Plan to bring:
Slippers to wear inside
Toiletries with a washcloth/towel/ear plugs/eye mask
Flashlight
Your own personal beverage/coffee
A craft to work on, a game to play, an instrument, a book, etc.
Please register me!
Name: ______________________________________________________

I plan to arrive on:__________________________________

Best Phone #: ______________________________________________
Please make checks payable to "Anchor Park UMW"
□ Yes, I can be a driver and can carry ____ additional passengers
□ I will need a ride.
□ I have enclosed my $35 fee for the entire weekend.
□ I will pay my $35 fee when I arrive.
Special dietary needs:__________________________________________________________________________________

If you have questions contact : JoAnne Hayden @ 903-5025 or Susan Williams @ 317-0406

We Welcome
all races, class or
lifestyle to experience
God’s love through
all ministries of our
church.

We Love
God and neighbors
knowing that love
will encourage our
diversity and span
our differences.

We Serve
our community and
world through serving
the poor, homeless,
orphaned, addicted
and imprisoned.

United Methodist Church

2300 Oak Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Worship with Us!!

Visit www.anchorpark.org for available on-line and smart-phone options.

Office Phone: 907-277-0152

Email: office@anchorpark.org

Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur.

