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You waited. Kick off finally came. So how goes it with your team? Is a
perfect season in your grasp or are ‘your’ boys already out of the hunt?
Hanging on to a shred of hope or are you looking to support your
conference? Funny thing about that oblong piece of pigskin, you just can
never tell which way the ball will bounce. But any given weekend there is always the possibility of a
game changer or even a season changer.
“Football is an honest game. It’s true to life. It’s a game about sharing. Football is a team game.
So is life.” Those rather philosophical words were not spoken by a sage like Don Shula or Tom
Landry, but rather by Joe Namath. “Broadway Joe,” the showboating quarterback of the ‘70’s that
led the New York Jets to the Superbowl, was known more for his glitz and glamor than for his
philosophical outlook. Yet he understood how important a team is to football and to life.
How many times in a loss have the fingers been pointed at the quarterback or one missed play
or a fumble? If Joe was right, then we have been looking at things all wrong, both on the field and
off.
I spent two seasons on the sidelines of a new high school’s football team as their chaplain. In
two years they won just one game - the first one they played. The team learned that it was never
just one person’s fault – the blame never fell on one set of shoulders. And in the third season, when
they began to win and went to the playoffs – (and game changers appeared) everyone held their
heads high.
Let me ask you this – who is winning in your family? Stephen Covey, author of 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People says, “If everyone in the family isn’t winning, then everyone is losing.” How
about your business? Are all the employees on the team or just a few? If the company is “winning’,
is everyone? Are you waiting for a game changer?
In life, you can wait, point fingers and manipulate all you want, but I can tell you that there is
already a game changer on the field. A true game changing player does not desire to take all the
credit, because they know they cannot. “The attitude you should have is the one Christ Jesus had:
He always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal
with God. Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the
nature of a servant. He became like a human being and appeared in human
likeness.” (Philippians 2:5 – 7, GNB).
As 2022 begins, the Church doesn’t have a bench - we are all part of the team!
Together, let’s go after Jesus – everyday has the potential to be a game changer and
so does every Christian!
Pastor Ken

Let’s All Get in the Game

Let’s Pray Together:

Fiber Fellowship
rd

Jan 3 and 17

th

Thursdays at 5pm

Start the New Year off right by
joining the Fiber Fellowship
which will be meeting the first and third Monday
evenings of the month – January 3rd and 17th.
Those who feel comfortable gathering in person with
masks and social distancing are welcome to gather at
Anchor Park while others who prefer to gather by zoom
(or find it more convenient) are also welcome as we
always have that option available as well.
Sharing a devotional is an important part of each
evening we gather together along with enjoying each
other’s company as we work on projects of love and
warmth to be shared with others as an expression of
God’s love.
This group is open to anyone who may be interested, so
consider joining us. Have questions? Feel free to reach
out to Jo Anne Hayden at hayden@alaskan.net or
907-903-5025.
It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to let Jo Anne
know so that you are kept updated on current
information for that evening.
Zoom information: The link should be live by 6:25pm
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 225 718 367#

Jan 09 Racial Justice Faith Talk
Feb 13 Bearing Witness to the Kin’dom
(book study continues weekly
Feb 20 and 27 and Mar 6)
Mar 13 The Alaska Innocence Project
Apr 10 Climate Justice Faith Talk
May 15 BBQ Social Gathering
Meetings may be at Anchor Park UNC, virtual, or a
combination of the two.
Check future LINKs & Mini-LINKs for updates.

office@anchorpark.org

Our prayer sessions last from 20
to 30 minutes. Our voices gather
from across the planet (Alaska, Australia, Washington state,
and…). I encourage you to adjust the time for wherever you
are, set an alarm, and join us to check this out for yourself.
You can join us at this link: https://
us02web.zoom.usj/88936069552pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJ
MnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
We have a most beautiful prayer room at church. It is
open to you any time the church office is opened (9am to
2pm Monday thru Thursday). If you would like another to
pray with you, please call the church office to set up
meeting with a prayer buddy.
Someone will work with you and
arrange to meet you there. Praying for
and with others is a sacred honor…
Judy Pendleton is our Prayer Leader.
Please contact Judy for more
information regarding this ministry.

Fellowship of Quilters
January 8th
Come join the fellowship of
quilters. We’re skipping the
first Saturday - we are
meeting on January 8th. Bring your own
project, machine, and tools needed.
Tables, ironing boards, irons and
cutting mats provided. All Anchor Park
Covid protocols will be followed. Masks
are required. Bring your own bag
lunch.
Questions? Contact Susan Williams
at 907 317-0406

Do you read the articles in the LINK?. Do you think they are the
same every month? YOUR contributions can make our
newsletter more interesting. Vacation Pictures, fun activities
from your stay-at-home adventures. Lessons learned. If you
would like to read about it, others will also. Send them in!

Dean & Diana Hyatt 10
Nancy & J.W. Terrill 13

LIGHTS OF LOVE THANK YOU
Many individuals were blessed to receive
special “Lights of Love” Christmas greetings.
Each card was given by friends and family,
who chose to either honor them or express
a memory for someone lost. The card
donation raised monies for United Methodist Women and their
mission work. The “Lights of Love” tree in the Robinson Room had an
ornament for each card sent. Thanks to each and every one who
participated in this giving opportunity as a means of sharing God’s
love with others.
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Beth Mader
David Gardner
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ADOPT A FAMILIES THANK YOU
Anchor Park thank you for your generosity. Carol Scott, a staff person
with the ASD Child in Transition Program who delivered presents to
the Lake Otis Family shared-“Thank you again. When I opened up my

car doors, the mom cried - she was very happy and I think a little
overwhelmed. Merry Christmas!!”
Because of your support, we were able to shop and get almost
everything off the families lists. In this challenging time and
uncertainty for these three families, we definitely provided Christ Light
and Joy on Christmas morning.

The Lights of Love Tree
sits above some of the many
gifts for the adopted families

Wrapping the many gifts
was a labor of love.

Book Study- Bearing Witness in
the Kin-dom: Living Into the
Church’s Moral Witness through
Radical Discipleship
Written by Darryl W. Stephens.
Anchor Park UMW is sponsoring a four-week book study. The study is open
to all. The study will start February 13 and continue for four consecutive
weeks- Feb. 20, 27 and Mar. 6. We will gather at 12:20pm with touching base
with each other, and the module will start at 12:30pm until 2pm. We will meet
in person and via Zoom.
Book Summary: Imagine God’s Justice and Lead with Compassion
Love. Justice. Solidarity. Living as siblings in the “kin-dom” of God requires
bold faith. Women in the United Methodist tradition have courageously led
ministries in race relations, creation care, substance abuse, sexual orientation
and inclusion, poverty, relationships with indigenous nations, and other
concerns. However, The United Methodist Church and its predecessors have a
sometimes-uneven history of resisting the evil and violence that damage the
world. This book explores this history, empowering us to imagine God’s justice and to lead with compassion. Together,
we bear witness to God’s gracious presence in ways that make a material difference to all of creation, all persons,
especially victims of injustice and those who are most vulnerable. This is the moral witness of the church.
The book contains 4 modules:
Module 1 Grounded Being:
Module 2 Attentive Presence:
Module 3 Historical Clarity:
Module 4 Meaningful Participation:

Explores Prevenient grace, Living into God’s Moral wisdom.
God’s wisdom, Justifying grace, from Love to Justice.
The grace of doing nothing, Navigating Grief, Repentance as an Act of
Justice.
Prayerful transformation, threshold of hope.

Books can be purchased through: UMW e-Store Cost $10 plus shipping
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53499
Or Kindle edition: Amazon $5.95
https://www.amazon.com/Bearing-Witness-Kin-dom-Churchs-Discipleship-ebook/dp/B08TT7TRCY

What does United Methodist Women (UMW) say about “Racism”?
What is “Systemic Racism” and how does it effect all of us?
UMW will be meeting on Sunday,

January 9th at 12:15 pm.

Join us with an open heart as we dive into this deep issue. We will explore a variety of resources as we work to expand
our understanding on this topic. We will discuss what racial justice means to each of us. We will consider how we can
advocate for persons of color, not only within our nation but in our own community as well.
Those who want to gather in person with masks and social distancing are welcome to meet at Anchor Park while others
who prefer to gather by zoom are also welcome. We will have both options available.
Zoom information:
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 225 718 367#

1/02/2022
After church service.
Please meet in the Youth Room.
We will be discussing:
upcoming missions,
activities, fundraising,
& discipleship.
Lunch will be provided.

We’re having a virtual auction
February 4 - 6
charityauction.bid/EPICYouth

Downtown Hope Center
Temperatures are pretty frosty out there. No one could know that better than our
homeless neighbors who walk the streets every day for lack of housing. These men and
women are in need of articles of clothing of all kinds and all sizes. There are some big
men and women as well as petite folks out there.
Items in need include:
Thick warm socks, underwear, bras, long johns and more long johns, sweatshirts, sweaters, gloves/mittens, neck scarfs,
neck gaiters, hats. The DHC is also lacking in warm outerwear like footwear, coats and especially snow pants.
Not all need be new. Gloves, mittens, scarves, gaiters, coats, snow pants, boots etc. are just fine used if still in good
condition and warm. I know I don’t have snow pants at home to donate, but Costco has a selection and are fairly
inexpensive.
As most of you know, the grey bin and the basket are still under the table in the coffee room to collect your
donations. There will be an extra bin as well for the drive. You can drop items off during church hours, Monday through
Thursday, 9a.m. – 2p.m., or bring them in on Sunday mornings.

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare
House, a mission of Catholic Social services. Please
consider signing up to provide part of the meal. Sign up
is online at

Clare
House

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare

Blessing Box

Volunteers Needed

Join the virtual Choir !!
Fresh voices Wanted

Please remember the Blessing Box when you
shop at Carrs, Fred’s, Costco or wherever.
You can bring your gifts during office hours,
Monday through Thursday 9:00-2:00pm. If
you are at the church for a meeting and
cannot get into the storage closet just
outside of the church office, put your
bagged gifts of food on the table by the kitchenette in the
Robinson room with a note that indicates that it is for the
Blessing Box and Cris can put them in the closet when she
comes in the next day.

You should be a Lay Reader on Sunday Mornings!
It’s not as scary as it sounds……………..and you will
certainly be appreciated!

Anchor Park Women come with me to ASSEMBLY 2022 in Orlando, Florida.
ASSEMBLY 2022 will take place May 20 – 22, 2022 at the Orlando Convention Center.
There we will reflect on today’s challenges and together find comfort and strength to move
forward, building new ways for faith-filled women to make a difference in their communities and
the world.
We will recommit to our purpose, but also more.
For such a time as this we will TURN IT UP!
At ASSEMBLY 2022:
We will TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal.
We will TURN IT UP! for rebirth in a new time.
We will TURN IT UP! for women leaders.
We will TURN IT UP! for justice for women, children and youth.
This is our chance to continue building on our more than 150-year heritage as women leaders
who know how to organize and serve. We are women who are willing to be challenged to grow in
our faith as we build deeper connections with one another, community leaders and partners in
the work of justice for all of God’s children.
Bold action, like faith, takes courage. Our bravery is inspired by God’s love and driven by our
powerful commitment to improve the lives of women, children and youth. We’re a sisterhood
acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the world without hesitation. We show up, we take
action, we get it done. Our passion is boundless. And it all begins with you. Come to Orlando with
me to care for your spirit, worship with your sisters and celebrate the positive impact women
create in the world. It’s time to TURN IT UP!
For further information contact Susan Williams 907-317-0406 or
JoAnne Hayden 907-903-5025

We’re worshiping in person Sundays at 11:00am
Our Sunday sermon and prayers:

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc

We’re on

uploaded early in the week
https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq
For audio only Call (907) 302-2795
no codes required

visit our website: www.anchorpark.org

We Welcome:

We Love:

all races, class or lifestyle to experience God’s love
through all ministries of our church.

God and neighbors knowing that love
will encourage our diversity and span
our differences.

We Serve:
our community and world through serving the poor,
homeless, orphaned, addicted and imprisoned.

United Methodist Church

2300 Oak Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Worship with Us!!

Visit www.anchorpark.org for available in person, on-line, and smart-phone options.

Office Phone: 907-277-0152

Email: office@anchorpark.org

Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur.

