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Congregational Singing

As I approach a second Christmas with COVID, I’m ready to get back to
some of the traditions that have meant so much over the years.
Growing up, my family attended Christmas Eve services complete with
singing Silent Night by candle-light. But until I was stationed with the US
Army in Germany and attended midnight mass in Bavaria and sang this song
in German by candle light, it was just a song for me. Since that year I have
not been able to make it through Silent Night without crying. Last year, my
family and I attended a “drive-up” Christmas Eve service where everyone
stayed in their car and tuned the radio to the broadcast frequency. We used
flashlights (usually on our phones) as we sang Silent Night.
There are other Christmas hymns that I love as well, but I have to sing
along with a video or the radio, not with a chorus of other believers. In
anticipation of a second Christmas with COVID, the Greater Northwest COVID
Response Team has published updated congregational singing guidelines.
For the Anchor Park team to put the recommendation safety measures in
place, we need to know what the congregations wants.
No matter what the congregations wants as far as singing, or your
comfort level for being in-person at church, Pastor Ken will continue to put
the service on Face Book Live, You Tube and Sermon by Phone.
Please take a couple of minutes and let us know about your readiness for
Congregational Singing.

https://forms.gle/1hFTsWWSZWKpS2Um6
Blessings,
Sandra Woods, Chair, Safe Re-Opening Chair
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In Person worship at 11am
Live streaming on Facebook 11am
http://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc
https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq uploaded
during the same week
Hear the latest sermon and prayers from any
phone, no codes or passwords required.

Our Office hours are 9am to 2pm Mon – Thur.
Office # 907-277-0152
Come on—you know you want to!
We'd love to have you as part of the Virtual Choir. In
partnership, each week choir parts are available to
sing with and record for each Sunday. We'll be
playing the Anthem part in our worship and it will
feature the faces and voices of everyone who can join!

http://wardlawbailey.com/stjohnchoir/

We pray for each other
Thursdays at 5pm via ZOOM
All The Good: A
Wesleyan Way of
Christmas

Join us this Thursday at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88936069552?
pwd=ZDQwNFJpMnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09

Bible Study with Pastor Ken Hagler
Wednesdays on Zoom and at church from
5-6pm Lawhorn Room
Join Pastor Ken for a special Bible Study exploring the message
of the Advent season each Wednesday during Advent. The
Sermon Series and study during Advent is based on the book of
the same title available on Amazon on Kindle and paperback but
the book is not required for the weekly Bible study. Join the
reading and conversation!
Topic: ALL THE GOOD BIBLE STUDY
Time: Dec 1, 2021 05:00 PM Alaska
Every week on Wed, until Dec 22, 2021, 4 occurrence(s)
Dec 1, 2021 05:00 PM
Dec 8, 2021 05:00 PM
Dec 15, 2021 05:00 PM
Dec 22, 2021 05:00 PM
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.
Weekly: https://greaternw.zoo
m.us/meeting/tJUkcumtrTMiEtJ_PEXKNWFoyMN8uFv0Bjb1/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuCppz4qH9eduBGBRowcHY_4c_ztlxHj7d3oy_AOwt9VSX5L89saqdZBojy
Join Zoom Meeting
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/91950538886
Meeting ID: 919 5053 8886
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,91950538886# US (Houston)
+16699006833,,91950538886# US (San Jose)

Anchor Park UMC
has been donating
food to children in
need at Airport
Heights Elementary
School for over 5
years. The school is in the neighborhood of our church. We are able to
supplement meals that many families cannot provide.
Rita Spencer has been coordinating with the school nurse to ascertain their
needs. She shops for the food and then delivers it to the school. The
Anchorage school district and the Food Bank provide food for the children
Monday - Friday. The Backpack Buddies program will help supply food for
Saturday and Sunday. There is an increased need for this giving now because
of Covid. Please consider marking a part of your giving to this worthwhile
program this school year.

Please consider blessing the Blessing Box. You
can bring a food donation for the pantry to
distribute daily, or place your contribution in
the box as you drive by!
Thank you for the faithful who have restocked
the cupboard

Edition #3
Page 2

United Methodist Women/Anchor Park
Adopt a Family
Anchor Park United Methodist Women is sponsoring an outreach for the neighborhood schools- Russian Jack,
Lake Otis and Airport Heights. The ASD staff worked APUMW to select families in need. In this prolonged
pandemic economic issues for families can be compounded. Families have shared a Holiday wish list with us.
The wish list sign up for each family will be in the West Wing. Please return wrapped or unwrapped presents to the West Wing by
Monday, December 13th. On Tuesday, December 14th at 6pm all are welcome to help with the wrapping party. United Methodist
Women will coordinate delivery of presents with the family. Cash donations can be given to this effort: mark Memo line on
checks UMW Family adoption and United Methodist Women will purchase gifts.
Airport Height’s family’s situation: ASD staff shares father has full custody of 4 children when mom left unexpectedly. One child
suffered a stroke in June. 2 of the children are high needs and participate in the living skills program at Airport Heights. Family
consists of dad, a 4-year-old boy, a 6-year-old boy, an 8-year-old boy, and a 10-year-old boy.
Russian Jack’s family’s situation: ASD staff share this family of four was displaced from their apartment due to an arson fire. A
neighbor’s ex-husband set fire to the six-plex where they lived. Currently they are staying at an extended stay hotel until their unit
can be restored. Family consists of a mom and dad, boy 8 years old, and a 5-year-old girl.
Lake Otis’s family’s situation: ASD staff share this lack of financial resources caused this to be doubled up with friends. Sometimes
families just don't make enough money to find affordable housing where they are living. Dad did get Covid while working and they
were already without permanent housing at that time. He lost a weeks' worth of wages due to being off work because of his
symptoms. They were at a motel at the time (many of our families end up at low budget motels) and were told that the rates were
increasing. They were fortunate to find an apartment to rent before they had to be out of the hotel. Mom was worried that they
would have had to sleep in their car. Although they have found an apartment the family continues to struggle to make ends meet.
Family consists of a mom and dad, girl 11 years old, Girl 9 years old and a boy 4 years old.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-adopt

https://forms.gle/
yWQqG5PtCC4A1f9Q7

12/19

Clare
House

Lasagna Dinner

The "Lights of Love at Christmas" opportunity is available
again this year for all those who would like to share a specially
made Christmas greeting with a designated recipient either "in
honor of" (that person) or "in memory of" (whomever the
buyer designates).
In exchange for each $5 donation, Anchor Park's UMW will
send a specially made card to each recipient the buyer
identifies, stating that the buyer made a contribution toward
mission.
Above is the link to place your order for as many of these
cards as you would like to send to family and friends.
Orders can be placed between now and December 12th
through the link or by contacting Jo Anne Hayden at 907-9035025 for assistance with placing your order.
Consider now how you can share your expression of
Christmas love by sending special people you know one of
these cards while also supporting mission!

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare House, a
mission of Catholic Social services. Please consider signing up
to provide part of the meal.
Sign up is online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare

The EPIC Youth auction has been moved from

January 2022 to February 6th 2022.
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UMW COOKIE EXCHANGE
December 12th at 12:15 pm the UMW Annual Holiday Cookie Exchange will be held in Wesley Hall. All who would like to
participate in this event need to let Jo Anne Hayden know by December 8 th (by email – hayden@alaskan.net, or text or call 907903-5025).
We’ll be able to gather inside this year, while still maintaining masking and social distancing between “our bubbles”.
The number of participants will be confirmed by Jo Anne back to all bakers so that they can prepackage their cookies in small
packages or wrapped plates based upon the number of participants as we continue to maintain safety for everyone.
We’ll also enjoy some background Christmas music during our time together.
This is an easy and fun way to simplify the holiday baking and go home with a diverse variety, so plan now to join us
for this event!

Fiber Fellowship will be meeting the first and third Monday evenings of the month – December 6th and 20th.
Those who feel comfortable gathering in person with masks and social distancing are welcome to gather at
Anchor Park while others who prefer to gather by zoom (or find it more convenient) are also welcome as we always have that option available as well.
During our time together we’ll share some sort of devotional and enjoy each other’s company as we work on projects of love and warmth to be shared with
others as an expression of God’s love.
Zoom information: The link should be live by 6:25pm
This group is open to anyone who may be interested, so consider joining us. Have questions? Feel
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
free to reach out to Jo Anne Hayden at hayden@alaskan.net or 903-5025.
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367
It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to let Jo Anne know so that you are kept updated on
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592
current information for that evening.
Meeting ID: 225 718 367#

Fiber Fellowship: Dec 6th & 20th

Thank you all for yet another successful Nicaragua Pie Auction!

The grand total was $ 2,624!
The pie auction money is going to Nicaragua as soon as we get a check written and signed. We wish we could deliver it in person, but COVID still is too much
risk. The check will go to our non-profit partner, CDCA. $400 will go to up the hill to El Porvenir where the veterinary mission and part of the medical mission
go, and a portion will to go to operational expenses of CDCA and their medical clinic in Nueva Vida.
This help is sorely needed. With no delegations last year in 2020, they lost about $100,000 of income along with the loss of medicines and products that all the
brigades bring and donate. This same loss will occur for 2021 as well. Providence has worked with Owen in the past and has donated &10,000-15,000 worth of
medicines & medical supplies each year. This will be the second year they did not get this help either.
El Porvenir sold their coffee beans last year and they were exported to the U.S. to be roasted and sold. The business was closed for COVID so their beans never
got roasted, so they did not get sold. They stayed in the warehouses. That means El Porvenir did not have the profit to start this year with. That is a hard blow
for this poverty-stricken area. Believe us when we say that every penny will be thoughtfully and well spent.
Thank you for your continued interest and dedication to this mission to benefit our beloved friends in Nicaragua! You represent a life line to these struggling
communities.
Gratefully, your Nicaragua Team
Owen, Pam and Kim

Downtown Hope Center

December Cold Weather Survival Drive to benefit the Downtown Hope Center (DHC)

We are having a cold weather clothing and gear drive for the homeless men and women that the DHC serves. It will go through
Sunday December 26. During the service on the 26th, Pastor Ken will bless our gifts. Everything will be delivered on Monday
December 27.
Temperatures are pretty frosty out there. No one could know that better than our homeless neighbors who walk the streets
every day for lack of housing. These men and women are in need of articles of clothing of all kinds and all sizes. There are some big
men and women as well as petite folks out there.

Items in need include:
Thick warm socks, underwear, bras, long johns and more long johns, sweatshirts, sweaters, gloves/mittens, neck scarfs, neck gaiters,
hats. The DHC is also lacking in warm outerwear like footwear, coats and especially snow pants.
Not all need be new. Gloves, mittens, scarves, gaiters, coats, snow pants, boots etc. are just fine used if still in good condition
and warm. I know I don’t have snow pants at home to donate, but Costco has a selection and are fairly inexpensive.
As most of you know, the grey bin and the basket are still under the table in the coffee room to collect your donations. There
will be an extra bin as well for the drive. You can drop items off during church hours, Monday through Thursday, 9a.m. – 2p.m., or
bring them in on Sunday mornings.
We will be in St. Louis Dec 14-27, spending time & Christmas with our grandkids (and their parents ). I will deliver our donations to
the DHC when I return.
As always, thank you for your continued support for this mission.
Pam Bell

