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People of Second Chances
In 2007, President George W. Bush gave a speech advocating for the Second Chance Act. He showed optimism
that the bill would transform incarceration through reentry programs. Bush believed this “country was built on
the belief that each human being has limitless potential and worth.” It passed and became law. In March of 2021,
President Joseph R. Biden followed this up by proclaiming April as Second Chance Month. “By focusing on prevention,
reentry, and social support, rather than incarceration, we can ensure that America is a land of second chances and
opportunity for all people,” said the President.
Two presidents. One a Republican and one a Democrat. One a United Methodist Christian and one a Roman Catholic
Christian. No president is perfect and there are many decisions that must be made as the leader of a nation that may
challenge the faith someone might have. But here, in these two presidents, we see the convictions of their faith lived out.
There is so much that we can look and see what divides us as individuals, in our marriages and families, within our
nation and within our church. Our United Methodist Church has been in conflict for some time now and is heading for a
parting of ways between the Global Methodist Church and the UMC. For me, it truly puts friends and colleagues of mine
of many years on “the other side.”
But this does not make us enemies. We are a people of second chances…and third and fourth and fifth chances.
Our presidents must have thought of Good Friday and the criminals on the cross:
Luke 23:39-42
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the
Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40But the other responded, and rebuking him, said, “Do you not even
fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed are
suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our crimes; but this man has done nothing
wrong.” 42And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom!” 43And He
said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
Jesus was never inconsistent or contradictory with his words. Before the cross, one of his disciples asked Jesus pointblank, how many times to forgive:
Matthew 18:21-22
21
Then Peter came up and said to Him, “Lord, how many times shall my brother sin against me and I still forgive
him? Up to seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy-seven
times.“
We are a people of second chances and our faith is a faith of second chances and our Savior this Easter is a God of
second chances and even seventy-seven chances! There is no limit to God’s forgiveness and let us live the same
way! How will you give second chances? Who will you give second chances?
This is The Way…the way of the Christ, the way of Jesus.

Pastor Ken Hagler

We’re on a Journey to
Jerusalem - and you’re
welcomed to join us.
Details inside!

Our Sunday sermon and prayers:

https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc

Audio only Call (907) 302-2795
no codes required

We’re on

uploaded early in the week

visit our website: www.anchorpark.org

https://tinyurl.com/svcxjaq

Anchor Park
Activities

Fiber
Fellowship

Are you seeking a new
way to engage in an Anchor Park ministry while also
connecting with fellow attendees from Anchor Park and
working on creations of warmth that are intended to be
shared with others as an expression of God’s Love? The
first and third Monday evenings of the month – April 4th
and 18th between 6:30 and 8 pm will be when Fiber
Fellowship will be gathering during the month of April.
Those who feel comfortable gathering in person with
masks and social distancing are welcome to gather at
Anchor Park while others who prefer to gather by zoom
are also welcome as we always have that option available
as well.
Sharing a devotional is an important part of each evening
we gather together along with enjoying each other’s
company as we each work on projects of love and
warmth which will be shared with others.
This group is open to anyone who may be interested, so
consider joining us. Have questions? Feel free to reach
out to Jo Anne Hayden at hayden@alaskan.net or 907903-5025. It is helpful if you plan to join us in person to
let Jo Anne know so that you are kept updated on
current information for that evening.
Zoom information: The link should be live by 6:25pm
Computer: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/225718367
Smart Device/App Meeting ID: 225 718 367
Call In/Audio only: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 225 718 367#

Sign up today!
Two Opportunities to serve
AND add miles to our Walk to
Jerusalem.
If public reading is not your forte’,
try our Coffee Service opportunity.
Speak to Pastor Ken for reading, Susan
Williams for Coffee Fellowship

Peace on Earth

Peace on Earth Peace on Earth

Our prayer sessions last from 20 to 30
minutes. Our voices
gather from across the
planet (Alaska,
Australia, Washington state,
and…). I encourage you to adjust
the time for wherever you are, set an alarm, and join
us to check this out for yourself. You can find us at this
link: https://
us02web.zoom.usj/88936069552pwd=ZDQwNFJp
MnVJMnFPbW8zTjIybFNaUT09
We have a most beautiful prayer
room at church. It is open to you any
time the church office is opened (9am
to 2pm Monday thru Thursday). If you
would like another to pray with you,
please call the church office to set up
meeting with a prayer buddy. Someone
will work with you and arrange to meet you there.
Praying for and with others is a sacred honor…
Judy Pendleton is our Prayer Leader. Please
contact Judy @ 907-337-5023 for more information
regarding this ministry.

Let’s Pray
Together

Peace on Earth

Peace on Earth Peace on Earth

Come join the fellowship of
quilters. We are meeting on
April 2nd
Bring your own project, machine, and tools
needed. Tables, ironing boards, irons and
cutting mats provided. All Anchor Park Covid
protocols will be followed Masks are required. Bring
your own bag lunch. Questions? Contact Susan
Williams at 907-317-0406

office@anchorpark.org

Anchor Park
has a Prayer Labyrinth
It is easy to find calmness and peace when
walking the Prayer Labyrinth. Start from the
middle. Take your time. Allow each step to
be a breathe, to be a prayer. Let the spirit
move as you lift your cares and petitions to
your Heavenly Father. Enjoy the journey,
travel it often.

Holy Week
begins on Palm
Sunday and ends
with Easter Sunday.
During this one
week, many biblical
prophesies were fulfilled. Jesus came to earth to save humanity by dying on the cross on Good Friday
and resurrecting on Easter Sunday. By enduring and defeating death sacrificially for us, He swung open the gates of
heaven making a way for our sin to be forgiven and usher us into the presence of God.
Anchor Park will have a prayer vigil from Good Friday night 9pm, April 15 to midnight Easter morning, April 17. It is a
time for reflection and solitude. Cally Logan states "Holy Saturday is a time for us to lean into being present in the Lord,
placing our own agendas at the door, and coming before Him to simply be with Him. The Lord desires a relationship
with us, and a requirement of a relationship is time together. Holy Saturday is a great day not to ask for anything, but to
simply spend time within the Spirit of the Lord."
The prayer vigil will be divided into one hour time slots. The church will be open and participants can use the
sanctuary or the prayer room. The rooms will be clean after each use. Participants can choose to pray from home as well.
Go to sign up genius to sign up. Please remember to state whether you plan to be participating from home or church.
For safety Jenn Miller and Susan Williams will be present at the church. Consider setting aside time to walk the Holy
Week journey with Jesus.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dacad2cabfb6-prayer
Questions contact Susan Williams 907-317-0406 or Jenn Miller 907-351-0274.
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/easter/what-is-holy-week.html

6019 miles from Alaska to
Israel
We’re on a Journey, and you are
invited to come with us. Our booklet
for this Lenten devotion is available to anyone who
wants to join us. Information is located in the
Robinson Room on the table under the map. So
far, we have a recorded:

1,537.9 miles
If you are participating . . .
Our journey is personal. Our journey is a shared
path. Help us reach Jerusalem! Miles can be
reported weekly via a postcard at the table (no
name required), via email to
office@anchorpark.org, a phone call, whatever
means available to you.

Happy Birthday
Sherri Poling
Janet Ulukivaiola
Davina Vea
Peter Michalski
Rita Spencer
Hevaha Malupo
Norma Stichick
Nyabony Gatriek
Sheri Whitethorn

01
04
07
13
13
15
17
27
28

Happy Anniversary
Lant & Deanna Platner
Ken & Judy Pendleton
Norman & Shirley Preston
Tom & Vicki Packer
Loleini & Lupe Saafi

12
16
20
24
29

The calendar says it's Spring so that means it's time
to clean! Closets, drawers, garages, sheds, under the
bed:

We are accepting donations now for the annual
Church Yard Sale. We’re hoping for an early June
date. The church is open Mon - Thurs, 9-2 pm.
If you need a different drop-off time call Vicki @
907-529-5942. Thank you everyone. Vicki Packer

Our own Meghan Woods is on the home stretch of her journey through seminary and will graduate on May
7th. Meghan first discerned her call to ministry several years ago while attending Anchor Park, and has been out of
state attending seminary for the last three years. She recently completed the process of becoming a provisional
Elder in the UMC. After graduation, Meghan will be returning to Alaska to prepare for her first appointment in a UMC
church.
Church Council would like to invite everyone to celebrate Meghan's journey and her return when we share a special
time with her during worship service on June 5th, then continue our celebration afterward with cake and coffee.
We would like to take up a love offering for Meghan so that we can send her off to serve her first congregation with
a gift that is a tangible reminder of our continuing support for her. If you would like to contribute to this gift, please
either write a check with a note in the memo line that it is for Meghan's gift, or give online by going to
anchorpark.org and clicking on the "GIVE ONLINE" box, then click on the "Other" option. Enter your information
there, including specifying that it is a love offering for Meghan.
If you have any questions, please check with Sheri Whitethorn (907)278-3488 mrbojangles@alaskan.com or Vicki
Packer (907)337-2243 ak907packers@hotmail.com.
Thanks! Sheri

Greetings, Anchor Park,
At Charge Conference we approved the 2022 budget of $251061.00. To
meet our budget, we need to bring in $21,000.00 a month. My pessimistic estimated income is $250, 210.00. My
optimistic estimated income is $257, 310.00. These estimates and the giving patterns from 2021 make me confident that
we are on track to meet that budget.
The Finance Committee is committed to meeting our Conference Apportionment share and having that paid by
September.
We also need to replenish the Budget Reserve account which we’ve been drawing from for the last few years. Finance
Committee plans on putting money back into the Budget Reserve this year.
I thank you for your faithful giving these last 2 years and ask that you continue to give to Anchor Park so we can
continue to provide those missions and ministries that make a difference in our neighborhood and city.
Blessings,

Sandra Woods, Finance Committee Chair

EPIC

Blessing Box
Discipleship with Pastor Ken
Meets in the
Youth room.
All youth ages 11 thru 18
are welcome!

We’re fund
raising so
we can go!

Apr 10 Climate Justice Faith Talk
May15 BBQ Social Gathering

Meetings may be at Anchor Park UNC,
virtual, or a combination of the two.
Check future LINKs & Mini-LINKs for updates.

ASSEMBLY 2022
May 20 – 22, 2022
at the
Orlando Convention
Center.

“God saw everything he had make: it was supremely good.” Genesis 1: 31a CEB
We strive to follow Jesus’ command to love our neighbors as ourselves, but how often do we include our care for their
environment in that love? We need to. In April, the Anchor Park United Women in Faith will be looking at Climate Justice,
specifically air quality. Women can listen to the United Women in Faith pod-cast “Faith Leaders Work for Clean Air” in
preparation for this study. We’ll be looking at this passage from Genesis as well as Psalm 103. We’ll also struggle with
the fact that 1 in 7 deaths in the US is related to poor air quality; that fossil fuels are the biggest contributor to those
deaths; and one third of Alaska’s economy is dependent upon fossil fuel. How do we advocate for climate justice when
th
our economic structure depends on the oil industry? Join us on April 10 . Look for the zoom link in the

MiniLink.

Clare
House

Anchor Park provides one meal a month for Clare House, a mission of
Catholic Social services. Please consider signing up to provide part of
the meal. Sign up is online at

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508084dacad2cabfb6-clare

Loose Change- It all Adds Up
Have you ever wondered why your
pockets or purse are so heavy? It’s all
that loose change you carry around.
Think how much that weighs you down.
You can lighten your load and bring that
change to church and let us put it to
good use. Bring your loose change to church and place it
in the “mini-Church” up front or in the Change for Change
can at the entrance to the sanctuary.

will be available for family/individual pictures. For a donation,
each family will have access to two digital pictures on her
website which can be printed as many times as desired,
anywhere prints are made, Pictures are full length, with a choice
of two backgrounds (both neutral coloring). These pictures can
also be shared with the church (for free) for a hallway picture
update and a future church directory (if requested). To see her
work before Easter visit her website at:

www.beckalsphotography.com
This Bunny
doesn’t count

We Welcome:

We Love:

all races, class or lifestyle to experience God’s love
through all ministries of our church.

God and neighbors knowing that love
will encourage our diversity and span
our differences.

We Serve:
our community and world through serving the poor,
homeless, orphaned, addicted and imprisoned.

United Methodist Church

2300 Oak Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Worship with Us!!

Visit www.anchorpark.org for available in person, on-line, and smart-phone options.

Office Phone: 907-277-0152

Email: office@anchorpark.org

Office Hours: 9-2 Mon-Thur.

