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Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 

you will fulfill the law of Christ  

(Galatians 6:2) 

 

Stephen Ministry is the one-to 
-one caring ministry that takes 
place in congregations that 
use the Stephen Series sys-

tem.   

Stephen Ministry congrega-
tions equip and empower lay 
caregivers—called Stephen 
Ministers—to provide high 
quality, confidential, Christ-
centered care to people who 

are hurting.  

 

How Stephen Ministry WorksHow Stephen Ministry WorksHow Stephen Ministry WorksHow Stephen Ministry Works    

Stephen Ministry is best understood as we 
understand the different roles of Stephen 
Ministry participants.   There are Stephen 
Leaders, the one who build awareness about 

Stephen Ministry.  They also recruit, and train 
potential Stephen Ministers.     They also 

meet with potential care receivers.   

There are the actual Stephen Ministers.   
Trained and equipped to be an empathetic 
listener, the Stephen Minister is one who is 

accountable to the Stephen 
Leaders and other Stephen 

Ministers.  

Finally, there are Care Receiv-
ers.   Care receivers are peo-
ple—congregation members 
and others in the community—
who receive care from a Ste-
phen Minister. These are peo-
ple struggling through a diffi-
cult time in life—experiencing 

grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal 

illness, or some other life crisis. 

Join us on this journey as we learn more 
about the future of Stephen Ministry at An-

chor Park.  August 7th in the Lawhorn Room.   

 

Pastor Doug  

B IG  CHURCH  SALE… A B IG  SUCCESS  

Wow, so many people pulled together to 
clean up and clean out, at the church and at 
their homes.  Our Big Church Sale the first 
Saturday in May was a great time AND we 
raised over $2,900 for Global 
Missions.  The sale was made 
successful and fun because of 
the wonderful volunteers who 
worked the weeks and days 
before, and then again at the 
sale itself.  Praise the clean up 
team too.  All but a few more 
valuable items sold, and those 
will be sold through EBay this 
fall.   

~Judy Pendleton  

STEPHEN  M IN I STRY  
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FROM  THE  PASTOR ’ S  DESK  

 I came across this alternative hymnal during my visit 
in Dover, Delaware for the Historical Society annual 

meeting, which I will host in Anchorage in June 2017.  

The Songs of Zion was a result of a sponsored session 
of the Black church in Atlanta in 1973. The main Meth-
odist hymnal only has one hymn by a Black composer 
and has five Negro spirituals under “American Folk 

Hymns.” 

The “Great Awakening” movement of the 1730s 
helped Dr. Charles Elbert Tindly from Philadelphia be-
come the most prolific of the Black hymn writers. Dr. 

Thomas A. Dorsey was also instrumental.  

The majority of spirituals are written in quadruple me-
ter (4/4), yet many of these have a feel of duple meter 
(2/4). Aspects include: rhythm, scales, texture, keys, 

chords, performance  and texts. 

Lina McLin writes that a spiritual is a folk song, origi-
nated by the Black Americans and handed down from 
generation to generation, which must have a personal 
relationship with the deity. A gospel is a composed 
song, but the singer expresses this music in a personal 
style, free, unrestricted in anyway. The singer may add 
or take away (you can’t do that with the spiritual) but 

the basic line remains the same. 

The name gospel was assigned to those songs be-
cause many of the texts were derived from the first 
four books of the New Testament. The gospel song 
came about in urban settings. The spiritual came from 

the open cotton fields and the rural settings. 

More details can be found in the Songs of Zion hym-
nal. On a side note, the General Conference just ap-
proved starting on an updated Methodist Hymnal, 
some or all of which will be in digital format as well as 

regular hardbound. 

~Larry Hayden, Conference 

Historian 

“Love Will Lead the Way” 

Nome Youth Mission 2016 
 

What a privilege it was to travel to Nome, AK with the 
youth and leaders of Anchor Park UMC.  While there 
we were asked to put on a VBS at the church for the 
community.  We were uncertain as to what we were 
getting ourselves into.  VBS is not a regular event in 
Nome and so how many would come was unclear.  
“We might have two, we might have 22.  We really 
don’t know.”   With that we planned for a full house.  
Things got off to a slow start.  Having only 4 kids come 
by start time the first night.  Wanting to reach as many 
kids as possible, we sent a group of our young people 

across the street to the 
Boys and Girls Club (a 
ministry connected to 
the UMC in Nome) to 
invite children to come.  
And come they did.  
Twenty five children 
joined us to sing, play, 
learn about God’s great 

love.   

 

The great gift of such work is that as we reach out to 
share God’s love with other’s God’s love has a way of 
coming right back to us.  Our lives were as blessed as 
we were blessing others.  We were welcomed, loved, 
fed, encouraged and above all, extended great hospi-

tality by the community of Nome.   

 

Thank you Anchor Park for making this happen.  For 
your prayers, gifts and support that allowed us to be a 

blessing and to be blessed.   

~Pastor Doug 

 

SONGS  OF  Z ION   
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MY CHURCH STORY    -    BOB  M I TCHELL  

  

“Lord, I (want to) believe.  Help my unbe-

lief!”           - paraphrased from Mark 9:24 

  

I consider myself a Christian and a sectarian 
mongrel.  I was baptized by an Episcopal 
priest.  My first Sunday School/VBS experience 
was in a Latvian Baptist church.  My first choir 
experience was Presbyterian, then a high Angli-
can boys’ choir.   My college chapel was Con-
gregational.  During my navy duty and thereaf-
ter I attended several Unitarian-Universalist 
fellowships.  When I met Mary Ellen, she invit-
ed me to attend Anchor Park UMC where, four 
years later we were married, 28 years 
ago.   Our ten years in North Dakota included 
an ELCA Lutheran church.  To me, church is not 
a building but a community of people - of 
friends.   Sectarian differences to me are most-
ly meaningless, especially the Presbyterian 
concept of predestination.  I can’t imagine that 

my God would be that capricious.   

  

I view the Bible not as The Word of God but, 
rather, the words of (occasionally inspired) hu-
mans – as a historical lens through which, 
hopefully, I might  gain some understanding of 
our human views of God, and specifically the 

history of Christ and his followers. 

  

Mitch Albom relates the story of his college 
professor, Rabbi Morrie Schwartz, who dies 
from ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease).  While Morrie 
is deteriorating, they meet on Tuesdays to dis-
cuss The Meaning of Life - and Afterlife.   Mor-
rie leaves a letter which Mitch opens after his 
death.  In the letter, Morrie says (paraphrased) 
“Remember The Question you used to 
ask?  The good news is that I now know the 

answer.  The bad news is that I can’t tell you.” 

  

In this life we can’t truly “know” God, and we 
can’t truly “know” about afterlife.  That is, they 
can’t be “proven”; we can only accept them 
based on faith, or not.  On the other hand, I 
have never had a “religious experience” on 
which to base my faith, so it is inconstant at 
best.   Thus the meaning of my life will be what-
ever positive I can accomplish in the here and 
now.   My strongest connection to the church 
has always been and will continue to be 
through music and efforts toward social jus-

tice. 

  

My first real awareness of homosexuality was 
through a high school friend who invited me, 
and I politely declined.   Years later while on 
navy duty, two of my colleagues were found to 
be in a homosexual relationship, were relieved 
of their commissions and dishonorably dis-
charged.  Thus in the days before “don’t ask; 
don’t tell” (which itself  is finally obsolete), the 
navy lost two highly capable junior offic-
ers.   I’ve since met numerous LGBTQ individu-
als, including pastors and other capable people 
- professionals and otherwise who have con-

tributed much to the local community. 

Following the General Conference of 
2004,  the United Methodist Church lost sever-
al faithful members.  One was an open homo-
sexual who was a very active and contributing 
member at Anchor Park, singing in choir, play-
ing handbells, organizing Sunday School, tidy-
ing up the sanctuary after services, etc.   The 
other had raised their daughter  at Anchor 
Park, and I became  acquainted with her at 
Birchwood MAD Camp.  When she became a 
teenager, she realized that her body didn’t fit 
her inner person and (s)he adopted a gender-
neutral name.  All left the United Methodist 
Church not because of any unwelcomeness at 
Anchor Park UMC, but rather because they felt 
an implied rejection, after several Judicial 
Council rulings elsewhere based on provisions 
of the Book of Discipline and the Book of Reso-
lutions which are still on those books.  So one 
of my social justice objectives is to remove, 
overcome or override those provisions of the 
BOD and BOR, and to make our Anchor Park 
Welcoming Statement  more welcoming of ALL 
people, explicitly including those of different 
sexual orientation or gender identity, because 
the BOD/BOR still discriminates against them 
in 2016.   

CHANGE 
FOR 

CHANGE IS 
BACK! 

We are collecting 
change for Global 
Missions.  Cans can 
be found in the office 
and in the back of 
the Sanctuary.  

Thank you for your       
donations for 
CHANGE in this 

world! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

17 

11:00 AM Worship  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

18 

7:30 AM Bean's 

Cafe`  

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

5:30 PM Boy 

Scouts  

6:30 PM Softball 

Game RJ2  

19 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

20 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

5:30 PM Vacation 

Bible School  

21 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

5:30 PM Vacation 

Bible School  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

22 

10:00 AM Yoga  

5:30 PM Vaca-

tion Bible 

School  

23 

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  

24 

11:00 AM Worship  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

3:00 PM Real About Addiction  

25 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

5:30 PM Boy 

Scouts  

7:00 PM Al Anon  

8:40 PM Softball 

Game RJ2  

26 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

7:00 PM Reading 

Group/ Barnes & 

Noble  

27 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

28 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

29 

10:00 AM Yoga  

30 

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  

31 

11:00 AM Worship  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

1 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

5:30 PM Boy 

Scouts  

7:00 PM Al Anon  

8:40 PM Softball 

Game C1  

2 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

3 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men 

Exercise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

4 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

5 

10:00 AM Yoga  

6 

10:00 AM Quilting 

Group  

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  

7 

11:00 AM Worship  

12:15 PM Potluck Lunch  

12:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

Info Meeting  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

8 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

5:30 PM Boy 

Scouts  

7:00 PM Al Anon  

9 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

6:30 PM Church 

Council Meeting  

10 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men 

Exercise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

11 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

12 

10:00 AM Yoga  

13 

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  

14 

11:00 AM Worship  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

15 

7:30 AM Bean's 

Cafe`  

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

5:30 PM Boy 

Scouts  

7:00 PM Al Anon  

16 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

17 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men 

Exercise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

18 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

19 

10:00 AM Yoga  

20 

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  

21 

11:00 AM Worship  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

22 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

6:30 PM Eagle 

Scout Court of Honor 

7:00 PM Al Anon  

23 

School Starts  

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

7:00 PM Reading 

Group/ Barnes & 

Noble  

24 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men 

Exercise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

25 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

26 

10:00 AM Yoga  

27 

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  

28 

11:00 AM Worship  

1:00 PM Tongan Worship  

2:00 PM Tongan Bible Study  

3:00 PM Real About Addiction  

29 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men Exer-

cise Program  

5:30 PM Boy 

Scouts  

7:00 PM Al Anon  

30 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

4:30 PM Yoga  

31 

10:00 AM Strong 

Women & Men 

Exercise Program  

11:11 AM Prayer 

Group  

1 

1:00 PM Exercise 

Group  

8:00 PM Men's AA  

2 

10:00 AM Yoga  

3 

10:00 AM Quilting 

Group  

6:00 PM Tongan 

Choir  



Page 5  

We will be meeting regularly the last Sunday 
of every month at 3pm.  We’re a support 
group and a group for changing the way ad-
diction is handled in our community.  This is 
a community problem and we need the com-
munity to help solve the problem.  Addicts, 
recovering addicts, parents and family mem-
bers of addicts and anyone in the communi-
ty who would like to  support this cause are 

welcome.   Bring a 
snack or dish if you’d 
like.  But more  im-
portantly bring your-
self.  For more infor-
mation, please con-
tact Kim  Whitaker 

907-440-7289  

RRRR ecovery is  

EEEE veryone’s 

AAAA ccess to 

LLLL ife 

About AddictionAbout AddictionAbout AddictionAbout Addiction    

REAL ABOUT ADDICTION MEETING   

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH  3:00 – 5:00 IN WESLEY HALL 

Maybe you have heard of Dave Ramsey,  
finance guru and educator.  Financial Peace 
University is not your typical economics 
class.  FPU is a fun and simple way to learn 

how to handle money God’s way.   

 

Through video, teach-
ing and class discus-
sions as well as inter-
active small group 
activities, FPU pre-
sents biblical practical 
steps to get you from 
where you are to 
where you have 
dreamed you could 

be.  In 9 lessons, you will learn how to get rid 
of debt, take control of your money, spend 
and save wisely and give generously.  On 
average, families save $2300 and pay off 

$5700 in debt in the first 90 days.   

Let the office know 
if you are interest-
ed for a class start-

ing this fall. 

 

JANUARY - JUNE 

 *Income $123,818 
 

*Expenses $124,453 

   

JUNE 

BirthBirthBirthBirthdaysdaysdaysdays    
   

1  Jonathan Todd  

1  Canaan Watson  

3  Harry Ricker  

5  Thomas Feaster  

14  Liliane Ulukivaiola  

15 Elnora Ouding  

16 Russ Kirkham  

20 Owen Bell  

       Suzanne Christianson  

21  Isabelle Barth  

22  Akobo Gatriek  

24 Henry  Saafi  

26    Amanda Soliai 

 

 

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
8    Michael & Norma Stichick 

10  Richard & Gianna Linton  

12  David & Marilyn Gardner  

16  Scott & Michele Sims 

19 Mike Todd & Debbie  Warner  

21  Owen & Pam Bell  

22  Larry & Jo Anne Hayden  

25 Robert & Eileen Benton  

26 Harry Ricker & Patti Butcher  

 
 

JULY 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
  1  Siaosi Ulukivaiola  

      Cindy Kirkham  

  3  Valentina Morales  

  6  Emma Knapp  

  7  Ofa Pulu  

  8  Mike Knapp  

10  Cathy McIntosh  

12  Joyce Lund  

14  Lina Perry  

17  Mya Watson  

      Cindy Vea  

19  Scott Sims  

22  Judy Maldonado  

24  Nancy Mattson  

26  Julia Todd  

27  Julia Vea  

31 Amanda Todd  

Continued next page... 

The Anchor Park Reading Group meets at 
7:00pm on the fourth Tuesday of most 
months at Barnes and Nobel in Anchor-
age. Please call Ann Jache 786-1955 if you 
have questions or suggestions about the 
group. 
 

The July 26 meeting of the Anchor Park 
Reading Group will feature the first novel 
published by local writer, artist and retired 
anthropology professor, Phyllis A. 
Fast.  The book, Half- Bead of Fundy is a 
fast paced mystery novel which takes 

place in Fairbanks, Boston and Nova Sco-

tia and is available through Amazon 

 The Heart Is a Little to the Left: Essays on 
Public Morality by William Sloane Coffin is 
the selection 
for the August 

23rd meeting.  

THE  ANCHOR  PARK  READ ING  GROUP   

F I NANC I A L  PE ACE  UN I V ER S I T Y                        
COM ING  TO  ANCHOR  P A R K  
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JULY 

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
11  Thomas & Crystal  

Feaster  

31 Henry & Michelle 

Saafi  

 

 

AUGUST  

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
4 Ziel Gatriek 

5 Sherri Criley 

6       Fred Maldonado 

7      Tatiani Vea 

10 Henry Knapp 

   Shirley Preston 

   Norman Preston 

11 Jeannette Walker 

15    Sue Shaffer 

        Kim Whitaker 

18 Moleni Tu’uholoaki 

19 Davontay Hare 

20 Riek Gatriek 

21 Jane Mangus 

22 Owen Berry 

28    Abby Handlong 

29 Billy Todd 

30 J.W Terrill 

31 Lesieli Ulukivaiola 

 

 

  AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary    

14   Doug & Deanne 

Handlong 

15 Ben & Rosemary 

Fish 

19   Tsuguo & Grace Arai 

22 Joe & Peggy Willing 

25    Salesi & Kato 

Havea 

27    Patrick Watson &   

  Amanda Soliai  

29 Siaosi & Lesieli 

Ulukivaiola 

30 Norman & Jeannette  

Walker 

"Surf Shack", our VBS program is coming up 
very soon on July 20,21 & 22 from 5:30-8pm 
each evening. 
Kids will catch the wave of God's amazing love 
and have a lot of fun . We still need more volun-We still need more volun-We still need more volun-We still need more volun-
teers to make this a special experience. Please teers to make this a special experience. Please teers to make this a special experience. Please teers to make this a special experience. Please 
consider signing up to help.consider signing up to help.consider signing up to help.consider signing up to help.    
We would like to have as many kids as possible We would like to have as many kids as possible We would like to have as many kids as possible We would like to have as many kids as possible 
prepreprepre----registered ahead of timeregistered ahead of timeregistered ahead of timeregistered ahead of time. Forms are availa-
ble at the Church or can be mailed to you. The 
Church Office # is  277-0152. 
I am in need of a few props for this beach 

theme. If you 
have a surf 
board, a boogie 
board, beach 
balls and bags, 
or a large conch 
shell, please let 

me know. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Project Our Mission Project Our Mission Project Our Mission Project will be collecting school 
supplies and winter jackets for the HUGSS Pro-
gram. We would appreciate the congregation's 
help as well.  Here is the list of needed sup-
plies: 
  
Peechee folders;    24 count crayons;   glue 
sticks;     #2 pencils;   ink pens blk/blue;   large 

pink easers;      eraser tops;    rulers 

 
They anticipate serving over 4500 students this 
year. HUGGS will be held at East High School on 
Aug. 16th. If you are interested in helping with 
the set-up on Aug. 15th, please email Sue @ 
Issa@gci.net. 
  
Thank you. See you at the " Surf Shack"! 

Vicki Packer 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL—JULY  2 0 -22  

THANK  YOU  
CHURCH !  
 

The flowers around the church yard 
are stunning! Thank you to all those 
who planted and to those who con-

tinues to  care for them!  

 

Many have stepped up to help  with 
worship while Pastor Doug has 
been traveling . We are blessed you 

shared your talents. 

 

What an amazing job of showing 
hospitality!   Including the welcome 
dinner for the Global Village team, 
to all the airport runs and the prep-

aration for the WV VIM team.  

Great job! 

Sunday, 

August 7, 
following 

worship.  

O P EN  I N V I TA T ION  TO               
ANCHOR  P A R K  UMC  
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U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E  A F F I R M S  N E X T  
G L O B A L  H E A L T H  IN I T I A T I V E :  
A B U N D A N T  H E A L T H :  O U R  P R O M I S E  T O  CH I L D R E N  

May 18, 2016, PORTLAND, Ore. May 18, 2016, PORTLAND, Ore. May 18, 2016, PORTLAND, Ore. May 18, 2016, PORTLAND, Ore. —    Seeking to build on 
the success of its global health initiative that significant-
ly reduced the number of childhood deaths caused by 
malaria, The United Methodist Church this week af-
firmed its commitment to positively impact the lives of 
children everywhere through the next phase of its global 
health work. Coordinated by the denomination’s General 
Board of Global Ministries, “Abundant Health: Our Prom-
ise to Children” aims to reach 1 million children with 

lifesaving interventions by 2020. 

Abundant Health: Our Promise to Children will be The 
United Methodist Church’s primary global health initia-
tive for the next four years. It will focus on four core are-
as impacting the health of children throughout the world. 
The initiative aims to ensure safe births, address nutri-
tional challenges and promote breastfeeding, advance 
prevention and treatment of childhood diseases, and 

promote children’s health and wholeness. 

Abundant Health: Our Promise to Children will be led by 
Olusimbo Ige, MD, MS, MPH, executive director of the 
organization’s Global Health program, and her team. As 
a Nigerian, Dr. Ige has witnessed firsthand how limited 
or nonexistent access to medical services can impact a 

child. 

“Abundant Health is a way for us to combine the work we 
have done overseas, taking care of people who are fac-
ing chronic needs, and bring it back to the United 
States,” said Ige. “We are thinking about people in our 

own communities who lack the healthy qualities of life 

they need to sustain themselves.” 

“Globally, we will address malaria, diarrhea, birth compli-
cations, and respiratory infections in developing coun-
tries where resources are scarce,” said Ige. “But even 
here, in the United States, there is work we can do as a 

church to respond to health challenges.” 

The Abundant Health program seeks to engage at least 
10,000 churches in the United States to develop sup-
port systems for treatment, education, and prevention in 
their surrounding communities. Global Ministries will 
encourage churches to engage their neighboring com-
munities by promoting physical activities, encouraging 
healthy diet and nutrition, providing education for tobac-
co- and drug-free living, and promoting mental health 

education. 

“We want everyone to join in this effort and see what 
United Methodists are doing to affect their communities 

for good,” Ige stated. 

Donations to support the program are being accepted 

just note “Abundant Health” in the memo of your check.  

Complete story at  
http://www.umcmission.org/Abundant-

Health/abundanthealth 

HFH Malawi, Habitat for Humanity in Malawi, is a regis-
tered non-profit Christian housing organization affiliated 
to Habitat for Humanity International. HFH Malawi seeks 
to provide shelter as one way of eliminating poverty and 
improving the lives of orphans and other groups of peo-
ple. HFH Malawi provides new homes that are fully sub-
sidized for Orphans and other vulnerable groups of peo-

ple 

 In Malawi, poverty is prevalent and about 4 out of 5 
families live in substandard homes with little hope of 
ever being able to afford a decent house. There are 
about 1.4 million orphans and vulnerable children in 

Malawi. 

This November Habitat for Humanity Anchorage will trav-
el to Salima, Malawi to build with the Orphans and Vul-
nerable Children's program. Travel dates  will be approxi-
mately November 13th - November 24th, excluding 
(optional) additional travel post trip. For more infor-

mation or to express intent to participate call Petra Da-
vis at (907)272-0800* 4 ASAP! If you would like more 
information on being part of a team  go to the website 
www.habitat.org/gv/trip   or                    

www.habitat.org/gv/gvupdate/malawiorphans 

    

Harry Ricker Harry Ricker Harry Ricker Harry Ricker will be part of the team traveling to Malawi 
in November to work on building homes for orphans and 
their caregivers. It is requested of him to fund raise at 
least $850 to go directly to materials to build homes, 
with the hope of not only raising funds but 
also awareness of what Habitat does lo-
cally and globally.  If you would like to 
donate to this program you can write a 
check to Anchor Park with Habitat –

Malawi in the memo.  

M A L AW I :  OR PHAN S  AND  VULNERAB LE  CH I LDREN  PRO J E C T  



ANCHOR PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2300 Oak Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

 

 

View the LINK online in   

color at: 

www.anchorpark.org 

If you wish to only receive 
the LINK electronically,   
advise the office of your 

decision. 
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"Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors “ 

 How can you answer God’s call for peace-
makers, when world news can be full of ten-
sion and when our definition of justice can 
conflict with policies or legal decisions?  So-
phia Agtarap shares what it means to be in-
tentional about being a peacemaker and of-
fers the Serenity Prayer as a tool to help us 
spread peace in the world and peace in our 
hearts.  
God, grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can, and the wisdom to 
know the difference. 
Peacemaking is very integral and central to 
who we are as United Methodists.                                                          
In Matthew 5, it says that 'blessed are the 
peacemakers for they shall be called the chil-
dren of God.' This is an invitation and a man-
date for us to be bearers of peace to our 
communities and our families and our work-
places and our world.                                                                                                                                                          
And it’s no easy task. What are those practic-
es and things that we need to examine in our 
own lives before we can begin to do the work 
of peacemaking in our communities and in 

our world? Peacemaking can look like a lot of 
different things and can take a lot of different 
forms.                                                                                                          
It can mean you are the layperson at church 
that youth go to when they are experiencing 
some sort of conflict or decision-making that 
needs to happen. It can look like volunteering 
at your local food bank. It can mean standing 
in the gap in a time of conflict wherever it is.                                                                             
It’s not a passive action. It’s a very intentional 
action for us to build relationships with one 
another and, in doing so, really understand-
ing what our neighbor, what our sister, what 
our friend, what our brother is going through.                   
We are able to exercise empathy and help 
not just individuals but communities move to 
a place where we truly do care about the spir-
itual, the physical, and the mental health and 
well-being of the other person.                                
The practice of peacemaking and bridgemak-
ing really does begin with us.                   
 
~Sophia Agtarap, Minister of Online Engage-
ment, United Methodist Communications 

“ B L E S S E D  A R E  TH E  P E A C E M A K E R S  F O R  T H E Y  S H A L L  B E  
C A L L E D  TH E  C H I L D R EN  O F  G OD . ”   


