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UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY IS 

NOVEMBER 29TH  
Across the country, the people of The United Methodist Church are serving 
the people God loves in Jesus’ name. We’re doing it at home, but so often 
we’d like to do more. 

• We want to serve those in other places who are suffering. 

• We want to offer spiritual words of hope and life. 

• And we want to be well-equipped to do both! 
But the reality for most of us is that our responsibilities—home, family, work—don’t allow us to 
engage with every need we’d like to meet. 
 

Right now there are UMC young people—who might not have had the resources to attend a 
school of their choice, or, for some, any school at all—who’ve been sent by you into the world 
God loves because of your giving to United Methodist Student Day. When you give generously 
you are support these students as they prepare for a life that unites faith with knowledge.  What 
no one person or congregation can do alone, we’re doing together. 

WITH GREAT THANKSGIVING…  

FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK TOWN HALL 

NOVEMBER 6TH AFTER WORSHIP 
 

My heart is filled with gratitude as I see all the ways that Spirit works with us and 
through us at Anchor Park Church. As your Church Council Chair I am blessed to 

experience your generous sharing of time, treasures, and talent that make all the ministries hum. 
 

Once upon a time a few years ago I started praying that our church would become a hub of God’s   
activity here in our community.  Now, there is hardly a moment all week when something isn’t         

happening at church: 

• Mondays might be serving at Beans Café, Fiber Fellowship twice a month, Boy Scouts and always             

administrative things going on like recording the week’s donations and making deposits.     

• Tuesdays are busy with council meetings 

• Wednesdays are full of joyful noises: kids and adult choirs, bells ringing, plus Prayers at 11:11, 

UMW lunch meeting, ESL tutoring, and recently Financial Peace!   

• Thursdays, we find more ESL Buddies and a long-standing men’s AA group.   

• Some kind of exercise or yoga happens every weekday at different times.   

• Saturdays the Tongan Choir practices and there might be a special group project or quilting -- (only 

occasionally is it a day of rest).   

• Sundays are busy with kids’ and adult Sunday School, Worship, Kids’ Activity Time (sometimes 
with bells), Fellowship, many Potlatches with UMW or the first Sunday Potluck, Tongan Worship 

and Bible Study in the afternoons, Youth Group meetings and /or activities, and on we go. 

• Then there are the specials:  UMW Auction, Nicaragua Medical Mission, Social Justice Committee 
meetings, Women’s Gathering (statewide), Mission Teams in Alaska, REAL about Addiction    

awareness and support, Crossroads Baby Shower, a reading group, etc. 
 

Every one of your contributions of prayer, of time, of talent, and financial make all of this happen.  On 
November 6 at the First Sunday Potluck we will hold our second and final Towne Hall for this year.  We 
will be talking about Anchor Park, Looking Ahead.  I hope you will join in to create our vision forward 
and to celebrate all that we are right now.  It is a great honor to walk with you in our ministry of        

welcoming, loving and serving all people through Anchor Park United Methodist Church.-Judy Pendleton 



Page 2  November  2016  

CONNECT !   COMMUNICATE !  CELEBRATE !   
Check out the church’s website at  www.anchorpark.org  

Like us on Facebook!  

The monthly Link and the weekly Mini Link are posted to the website under  

“Newsletter and Calendar” 

FROM  THE  PASTOR ’ S  DESK  

THANKSGIVING BLESSING PROJECT 
The Thanksgiving Blessing Project is the faith community in partnership with Food Bank of Alaska and other com-
munity  agencies providing a complete Thanksgiving dinner to our neighbors in need.  We donate to the Moun-

tain view site who expects to bless at least 3000 families on November 21st with a complete turkey dinner.   

This year our Goal at Anchor Park is to collect 500 cans of GREEN BEANS!  We will be collecting them in the Rob-

inson Room until November 13th. 

PRAYER ROOM DEDICATION  
Our beautiful Prayer Room is completed, and we will be dedicating it on Sunday, November 6.  Thank you to the 
wonderful volunteers, all saints and angels, who envisioned and created this sacred space for prayer in our church.  
The new Prayer Room is at the end of the hallway upstairs.  You can stop by anytime to pray, and you are urged to 
join us on Wednesdays at 11:11 a.m. for our weekly Prayers.    In the words of Jesus, “For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  Matthew 18:20  Please come November 6 with your own 
special prayer in mind.  Our prayers of dedication will be placed in the prayer room as blessings for all who pray 

there. 

WHERE YOU CAN CONNECT NOW!  PLEASE HELP US! 

Please let the office know if you are able to help in any of these areas - Thank You! 

• Youth Sunday School teacher 

• Van Ministry Coordinator 

• Video Editing 

Can you believe it's November already? Only 8 short weeks till Christmas, 4weeks till 
Thanksgiving.  By that time for students the first semester is all but completed, winter will 
most certainly have set in, and the new year will be right around the corner.  Have much to 
celebrate and give thanks for as we look at the year gone by, and as we look to the year 

ahead. 

 

To help plan for the coming year, in the coming days you will receive a letter and an        esti-
mate of giving card for 2017.  Every Sunday you've heard me say things like “grow in your 

giving”, “don't give out of guilt or obligation”, “it's more blessed to give than receive”... 

 

Now I suspect some of you hear these phrases in your sleep, I know I do. It is with these things in mind that I hope you   
prepare for the coming year as you fill out your estimate of giving card. Give thanks and celebrate for where we have been. 
Give thanks and celebrate with hope and anticipation where God is leading us. Don't fill out your estimate of giving card 
with guilt or embarrassment or duty. Complete it with gratitude, thanksgiving and hope, celebrating what God is doing 

among us. 

 

I challenge you to grow when you're giving even if it is in a small amount. Watch what God can do when we entrust more to 

God. 
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MY  ANCHOR  PARK  STORY  
-  V I CK I  PACKER  

ALL 
CHURCH  

POTLUCK 
LUNCH 

SOUPS, 
BREADS AND 
DESSERTS 

    Sunday 

November 6th 

 following worship. 

I grew up in a very small hamlet in Sask., Canada. It consist-
ed of two grain elevators, a small general store and my Dad's 
blacksmith shop. A small room was added unto our house 

and that was the Post Office for this whole farming area. 

Going to church was not really an option as we lived 20 miles 
away from the nearest city of North Battleford. I attended a 
one-room schoolhouse which was 2 1/2 miles from away 
from my home. My first introduction to religion was at this 
schoolhouse  when "student ministers" would come for two 
weeks and hold a type of vacation bible school. It was there 
that I learned the songs and Bible verses I remember to this 

day. I loved going and besides, it gave me respite from the endless weeds in the potato patch. 

I attended High School in North Batttleford and sometimes attended the United Church of Can-
ada which is very similar to the Methodist Church. I went off to Edmonton, Alberta for nurses 
training and after graduating, the spirit of adventure brought me to Alaska. My first year was 
spent in Dillingham in the Bristol Bay area. I attended a Moravian Church there mainly because 
an LPN I worked with invited me. I transferred to Kotzebue for my second year and went to an 
Episcopal Church there. I met Tom in Kotzebue and we were married in 1965 in that United 
Church in North Battleford. We lived and moved around the "Bush" for a few years and then in 

Fairbanks for 8 years. We moved to Anchorage in 1975. 

Tom has a definite Methodist background but was a Church dropout for several years. I'm sure 
his Mother never stopped praying that he would return someday. We eventually had three chil-
dren and his Mother's prayers were answered and Tom thought it was time our children had 
some religion in their lives. We looked at Methodist churches in our area and Anchor Park was 
our first stop. We never looked any farther and Anchor Park has been our Church home for over 
37 years. We have made many wonderful friends and found God's love to be here in abun-
dance. I was baptized here along with our children and we have immersed ourselves into this 
Church family. Between us, Tom and I have served on just about every committee we have. 
When I retired from my nursing career, I was looking for some type of volunteer work and there 

was Anchor Park just waiting for someone to come along! 

My faith journey has been an on-going progression but I would like to share a story that tested 
that faith. Fifteen years ago, I had a medical work-up to investigate periodic dizzy spells that 
were of short duration but very incapacitating. One of the tests was a brain scan that showed 
some changes indicative of MS... Multiple Sclerosis. That was very frightening news and the 
only neurologist that specialized in MS at that time was booked until Jan. I hesitated to tell our 
children or many other people because Christmas was coming and I needed a definite diagno-
sis. Of course, being a part of the medical profession, I read everything I could find on MS and 
vacillated from being certain I had every symptom in the book to thinking this can't possibly be 
happening to me. It was a scary time and I said a lot of prayers. One Sunday, we sang the hymn 
"God Will Take Care of You". As I listened to those words, a feeling of calmness and peace came 
over me and I gave all my fears and doubts to God. I knew He would take are care of me. That 

Christmas, our next-door neighbor gave me a refrigerator magnet with the words : 

                               So don't be anxious about tomorrow 

                               God will take care you tomorrow 

                               Live on day at a time.   Matthew 6:34 

Would you call that coincidence? I call it the loving hand of God reaching out and assuring me 
that He would indeed take care of me. I saw the neurologist in Jan. and after a thorough exam 

she told me I didn't have MS but probably had an inner ear disturbance. 

My participation in the life of Anchor Park and our community in mission has grown. It is a privi-

lege I enjoy and I know I am well cared for as I continue my faith journey.    

HANGING OF 
THE GREENS 

SERVICE 
November 26th  

at 10:00 am 

Look for details in future 

mini links 
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Church Office will be closedChurch Office will be closedChurch Office will be closedChurch Office will be closed    

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!    
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We will be meeting regularly the last Sunday of 
every month at 3pm.  We’re a support group 
and a group for changing the way addiction is 
handled in our community.  This is a communi-
ty problem and we need the community to help 
solve the problem.  Addicts, recovering addicts, 
parents and family members of addicts and 
anyone in the community who would like to  
support this cause are welcome.   Bring a 
snack or dish if you’d like.  But more  im-
portantly bring yourself.  For more information, 

please contact Kim  Whitaker 907-440-7289  

 REAL About Addiction would like to 
thank our church for the great support 
they offer REAL About Addiction. They 
are saving lives and assisting in putting 
families back together in a healthy way. 
We do what we do without any state or 
federal funding, that's the best way to 
help others. Community helping with a 

community problem.   

RRRR ecovery is  

EEEE veryone’s 

AAAA ccess to 

LLLL ife 

About AddictionAbout AddictionAbout AddictionAbout Addiction    

REAL ABOUT ADDICTION MEETING   

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH  3:00 – 5:00 IN WESLEY HALL 

JANUARY - OCTOBER 27TH 

 *Income $208,884.57 
 

*Expenses $209,103.96 

 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    

2 Crystal Feaster 

   Micah Miller 

3 Kathy Russ 

5 John McCracken 

  Ruth Durr 

7 Larry Hayden 

9 Mike Todd 

  Robert Benton 

13 Finau Malupo 

  Dechenton Malupo 

14 McKinley Holmes 

16 Shawn Wildman 

   Ethan Knapp 

17 Lant Platner 

27 Melissa Todd 

28 Eva Ulukivaiola 

30 Michael Stichick 

    

    

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    

4  Larry & Pam Swanson 

19 Dawson & Autumn 

Hash 

20 Tania & Jecith Morales 

CHOIR PRACTICES 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

God’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing Angels    

(ages 2nd - 5th grade) 

at 5:30 pm 

Handbell Choir Handbell Choir Handbell Choir Handbell Choir     

at 6:00 pm 

Adult Choir Adult Choir Adult Choir Adult Choir     

at 6:45pm.  

Consider joining the choir!   

New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!      

ANCHOR PARK READING GROUP  
The Anchor Park Reading Group is taking a break for the rest of 2016.  Our Tuesday, January, 24 
2017 reading will be The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold 
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown.  We will meet at 7:00pm in the Fireside 

Lounge of Barnes and Noble in Anchorage. -- Ann Jache  

FRED MEYER  
PROGRAM 
We received $45.60 from the 
Fred Meyer Community    
Rewards program this past 
quarter!  Did you know that each year Fred Meyer 
rewards   customers must RE-LINK their reward 
number?  Go to 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards to make 
sure your card is still linked.  (After the June 
2016 customer re-enrollment period customers 
who did not re-link their card with a nonprofit on 
Community Rewards were dropped from the sys-
tem on July 1.)  Encourage your friends and fami-
ly to join us.  Your own Fred Meyer Rewards do 

not change so it is a WIN- WIN!!! 

NOME YOUTH MISSION TRIP PRESENTATION AND   
DESSERT NIGHT       

November 13th at 6:00 pm 

Come join us for sweet treat and a presentation from our 2016 Youth Mission 

Team in Wesley Hall.  Everyone is welcome! 

SCHEDULES ON THE WEBSITE                 
Activity Time, Coffee Fellowship and Acolyte 
schedules are posted on our website at the   
bottom of the “Calendar and Newsletters“ page. 

Check it out anytime! www.anchorpark.org 
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ANCHOR PARK YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group meets the first 3 Sundays of each month from 5:00 - 7:00 

A light supper is provided.  Come Join us and bring a friend! 

November 6  We will meet again at our regular meeting time November 6th.  We will be going to First UMC  

to join them at their “A Place at the Table” dinner they host. 

November 6  We’ll be going to FUMC for dinner to join them for “A Place at the Table” 

November 13 Regular Program 

November 20 Regular Program 

Check the church’s website for updates.  www.anchorpark.org  Click on the “Connect” tab and then the 

“Youth” Tab.   

GOD’S SINGING ANGELS - CHILDREN’S CHOIR!   
The children in the choir have named themselves “God’s Singing Angels”!  All children in 2nd-5th 
grade are invited to join the choir.  Rehearsals are Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 in the Tongan Room.  We 
start with a healthy snack, then grow as musicians and disciples as we move, sing, play instruments 
and develop the poise and confidence needed to lead in worship.  Come join the fun - and bring a 

friend!  Questions?  Call Miss Carolyn, 538-7909; or Miss Mary, 502-435-4713.  

WINTER YOUTH BREAK-AWAY AT BIRCHWOOD CAMP 
An awesome winter camp for middle school and high school students. Enjoy four days full of fantastic fel-
lowship, food, snow and ice activities! Online registration is now open for Winter Youth Break-Away (WYBA). 
More information about the camp and online registration is available on our camps page.  

http://birchwoodcamp.org/ 

Save the DateSave the DateSave the DateSave the Date    

Advent PartyAdvent PartyAdvent PartyAdvent Party    

December 10th  December 10th  December 10th  December 10th      

1:00 1:00 1:00 1:00 ----    3:003:003:003:00    

3RD GRADE BIBLE RECIPIENTS 
Congratulations to our 3rds Graders who received their bibles last month during worship. 

Jacob Cornelison, Sophia Downey, Hunter Hayden, Shawn Miller, Deborah Todd and 

Melissa Todd 

KEURIG COFFEE TO HELP RAISE MONEY FOR OUR 
YOUTH MISSION TRIPS 
A brand new Keurig machine was donated to the youth group so they could earn funds for future mission 
trips.  It is set up in the Coffee Fellowship kitchen area between the larger coffee pots and the tall cabinets.  
You’re welcome at any time to make yourself a cup of coffee or hot chocolate for a donation in the decorat-
ed can.  If you have some extra cups from a variety pack or would like to donate any flavor of Keurig coffee, 
tea or hot chocolate we will be happy to accept your donation.   Thank you for your support!  -Anchor Park’s 

Youth Group   

A Huge thank 
you for all the 
Youth who 
helped out at 
the UMW     
auction and 
Halloween  

Party.   
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UNITED  METHOD IST  WOMEN   

Circles  of Learning and Fellowship Circles  of Learning and Fellowship Circles  of Learning and Fellowship Circles  of Learning and Fellowship     
    

The ForgetForgetForgetForget----memememe----not Circle not Circle not Circle not Circle  now meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  
We will meet this month on Wednesday, November 9th starting at 11:50 and 
running until about 1:00.  Bring your lunch and join us.  

 

The Potlatch Circle Potlatch Circle Potlatch Circle Potlatch Circle  will meet on November 20th  right after worship.  Child-
care will be provided. A donation is requested to pay for food and childcare. 
Please indicate that you plan to attend and whether you’ll need childcare on 

the Connect by November 13th. 

UMW ANNUAL LUNCH AND AUCTION UPDATE 

United Methodist Women want to thank everyone who planned, 
cooked, crafted, donated,  auctioned, organized, served, cleaned up, 
and bid. It took all of you to make this auction a  success. We have 

raised over $4,000 so far that will all go toward missions.  Thank you! 

Pictures submitted by  Crystal Feaster and Deanne Handlong 



ANCHOR PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2300 Oak Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

 

 

View the LINK online in   

color at: 

www.anchorpark.org 

If you wish to only receive 
the LINK electronically,   
advise the office of your 

decision. 

Anchor Park UMC 
2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Phone: 907-277-0152 
Fax: 907-258-6038 (call first) 
E-mail: office@anchorpark.org 
Office Hours: M-TH 8:00 - 2:00  
 

"Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors “ 

POINSETTIA PLANT ORDERS 
We will be decorating the Sanctuary with red       
poinsettia plants during December. If you would like 
to order a poinsettia( plant please complete the form 
below and mail it to the office with payment or on a 
Sunday morning you may fill out the order form on 
the Connect and place it in the offering plate with 

your payment.  
 

The cost is $15.00 per plant.  
 

You can pick them up after the Christmas Eve     
services to take home or the ones that are left will be 
delivered to the community on      Christmas Day. All 
orders must be placed and paid for by Sunday,    

November 13th.  
 

Order your Poinsettia Plants in honor or memory of 

your loved ones today. 

POINSETTIA PLANT ORDER 
 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in honor/memory of: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Given in honor/memory of: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Plants:___________                  Amount paid: ____________________________________ 


