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POTLUCK AND TOWN HALL 
MEETING 

Sunday, May 7th following      

worship.  Plan to join us! 

ALL CHURCH YARD SALE  

RAINSING MONEY FOR MISSION 

MAY 20TH, 8:00 - 3:00 

The Church Yard Sale is coming up on May 20. We are        
accepting donations now so clean out all those closets 
and cupboards and storage areas and bring them to 
the Church . We need a LOT of helping hands to make 
it a success. We will need help with sorting, pricing, 
publicity, setting up and help the day of the sale. We also need boxes of most any size.  

Please sign call the office if you are willing to help.  

ANCHOR PARK WELCOMES  

AUTUMN KRUEGER IN JULY 
Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky intends to appoint Autumn Krueger as 
Pastor of Anchor Park United Methodist Church in Anchorage,            

Alaska beginning July 1, 2017. 

 

Autumn is finishing her Master of Divinity degree from Candler School 
of Theology in Atlanta. She will be commissioned as a provisional elder 
of the Dakotas Conference in June. Notes to welcome Pastor Autumn 

may be sent to: autumnmkrueger@gmail.com  

 

 

The Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee, which includes Makeleta 
Berry, Russ Kirkham, and myself, along with the Executive Church Council Chair, Judy Pendleton, and 
our Conference Superintendent, Carlo Rapanut, had the distinct privilege of meeting our new Pastor, 
Ms. Autumn Krueger. Autumn is currently completing her Master's of Divinity at the Candler School of 
Theology in Atlanta, Georgia. She is very familiar with not just Alaska, but our local area as well be-
cause last year she served as the Summer Program Coordinator for Birchwood Camp. 
 
During our meeting she left an extremely favorable impression on all of us, as she spoke to her com-
mitment and passion to serve a multi-generational congregation by fostering relationships and em-
powering small groups to seek common ground from an array of individuals with diverse back-
grounds. Autumn has a very energetic spirit that we all found highly contagious, and she has had a 
strong desire to help guide a congregation in our beautiful state of Alaska. We truly believe that God 
has blessed us with a new pastor that will continue the outstanding work and growth that all of you 

and Pastor Doug have been committed to.  

 

Marc Tunstall Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee  
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We will be meeting regularly the last Sunday of 
every month at 3pm.  We’re a support group and 
a group for changing the way addiction is       
handled in our community.  This is a community 
problem and we need the community to help 
solve the problem.  Addicts, recovering addicts, 
parents and family members of addicts and   
anyone in the community who would like to    

support this cause are 
welcome.   Bring a snack 
or dish if you’d like.  But 
more  importantly bring 
yourself.  For more      
information, please    
contact Kim  Whitaker 

907-440-7289  

RRRR ecovery is  

EEEE veryone’s 

AAAA ccess to 

LLLL ife 

About AddictionAbout AddictionAbout AddictionAbout Addiction    

REAL ABOUT ADDICTION  
UPPER ROOM 
DEVOTIONALS 

The May/June Upper Room is 

available at the back of the 

sanctuary and in the rack in the Robinson Room. Pick up your 

copy!  If you are interested in receiving the daily  devotional by 

email, sign up at 

http://devotional.upperroom.org/emaildevotional   

It’s free, quick and easy to sign up! 

PRAYER ROOM IS ALWAYS OPEN 
Come join us in the Prayer Room at 11:11 every Wednesday 
morning for prayer.  If you’re not able to join us in person, take a 
moment wherever you are at 11:11 and join us in spirit as you 
take a moment to pray.  You are welcome to use the prayer room 

anytime.  It’s always available. 

LABELS FOR EDUCATION 
The Campbell Soup Co. has offered the Labels For Education Program for over 42 years. 
However, because of declining  participation, they are winding down the  program. As of 
Aug.1, only  registered schools with active accounts will be able to participate. You may 
have noticed that some of their products no longer have the LFE labels. So, if you have 
any labels please deposit them in the "Church" in the Robinson Room. They will now be 

donated to Airport Heights School. 

PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING 
On May 14th there will be a blessing of prayer shawls that have been 
created by members of our Fiber Fellowship Ministry.  The group 
takes the summer off from meeting together, but if you know of 
someone who would be blessed by receiving a prayer shawl please 

contact the church office.  

WHAT A BLESSING! 
Stuart Benson was our contractor to 
install the countertops in our kitchen 
in Wesley Hall.  Can you imagine the 
surprise when people went in to the 
kitchen on Easter morning to see this 
beautiful original Stuart painted as a 
gift to our church?   He also made the 
frame and if you look closely it has 
pieces of our new countertop in the 
corners! Not only are we excited to 
have our beautiful countertops com-
pleted, but what a blessing to be the 
recipients of this amazing original.  

Thank you Stuart! 
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I attended the Methodist Church with my family when I was 
growing up in Woonsocket, South Dakota.  In my teens I be-
longed to MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) and sang in the 

choir. 

I arrived in Anchorage in June, 1959, when my husband 
Don Irish was transferred to Fort Richardson.  He had been 
drafted the year before for the usual two years, and added one 
year to that to have a choice of Army Post he would be assigned 
to.  That was Ellsworth Air force Base in S.D.  but he was there 
for only a little over six months, and then shipped to Ft. Richard-
son, Alaska.  Yes, shipped, that’s the way it was done then.   I 
was delighted; I get to go to Alaska!!!  A girlfriend and I drove the 

Alaska Highway, a great experience. 

Don and I lived in a basement apartment of a house that 
was next door to Jack and Lina Perry.  I met Lina when I locked 
myself out of the apartment and had to use their phone to call 
my husband.  That was about 1960, the year I started attending 
Anchor Park.   I joined the WSCS (Women’s Society of Christian 
Service) which later became UMW.   Easter Sunday in 1964 was 
two days after the earthquake.  I dressed warmly in case the 
church was cold.  The church did have heat and I was so happy 
to see so many people there and they were all okay.  I felt like 
bursting out in grateful tears, but everyone was so stoic, so I 

held back my emotions. 

The summer of 1964 my sister and her husband (Chuck 
and Doris Horner) moved to Anchorage.  They liked what I had 
been telling them about Alaska and asked to be transferred 
here.  Chuck was a Methodist pastor and was assigned to Turna-

gain Methodist Church. 

I have fond memories of Christmas Eve services at Anchor 
Park.  When my daughters were in high school  and college they 
would play gathering music on their violins.   The service was 
fairly elaborate.  Charles and Jimmie King were organizing the 
pageant one year and I was honored when they asked me to be 

Mary. Ken Cornell was Joseph.    

When Art and Joyce Edwards came to Anchor Park the sanc-
tuary was redesigned.  The tiny choir loft was enlarged to the 
space that is now used for both bell choir and choir.  Joyce had a 
way of recruiting choir members.  People who didn’t consider 
themselves singers were now part of the choir.  My oldest 
daughter, Dori, sang in an outstanding children’s choir that was 

directed by Ruth Anderson. 

I met Bob in 1984.  He was attending the Anchorage Unitari-
an Universalist Fellowship.  They didn’t have a choir and be-
cause he likes to sing, I invited him to Anchor Park and he joined 

our choir.  He became very 
active, participating in many 
committees.  He was the 
architect for the church 
addition and the steeple. 
We got married at Anchor 
Park on Jan 1, 1988.  His 
job took him to Bismarck, 
N.D. and I joined him there that summer after my youngest 
daughter, Holly had graduated from high school.  We became 
friends of the choir director at Faith Lutheran church, joined her 
choir and attended there while in Bismarck.  We have fond mem-
ories of our time with that congregation.  We made annual trips 
back to Anchorage; one was when my daughter Jill was married 
at Anchor Park .  We moved back to Anchorage in 1997.  The 
house we purchased has a guestroom which is used frequently 
for housing out of town pastors when they come to Anchorage.  

On that bed is a beautiful quilt made by Lupe Saafi. 

When my sister was living in Sitka, after Chuck died, she 
would stay with us for the holidays.  I put her through some inter-
esting times at Anchor Park, like the time I had her help me 
straighten the candles used for Christmas Eve.  They had been 
stored in the attic which can get very warm in the summer.  The 
candles were piled in a box and had softened into odd shapes.  
Together we warmed and straightened each one individually. I 

just couldn’t waste them! 

We had a house fire in February 2011.  Shortly after the 
firemen arrived, six members of our church were by our side for 
support.  Jon and Leila Disburg, Ken and Judy Pendleton, Sheri 
Whitethorn and Marilyn Gardner.  When the fire was out, the 
firemen and Jill walked us through the house to see what was 
left.  Everything was water soaked, heat and smoke damaged.  I 
felt a tremendous support from a higher power—this is some-
thing we have to deal with and we will get through it.  We can do 
it!!!  My advice to everyone then and still is, have a smoke alarm 
in your garage.  The fire started from a battery charger that was 
hooked up to one of the cars.  We lost that car.  I saved the oth-
er car by driving it out of the garage even though sparks were 
flying.  Bob  was judging DDF at UAA.   Friends got the word to 

him and he was soon home.     

I would like to see my church take an active part in taking 
care of  “God’s Earth.”  Therefore I instigated recycling at Anchor 
Park.   For several years I organized an Anchor Park team to do 
recycling at the State Fair.   I also became part of a Social Jus-

tice group which promotes Earth Day as well as LGBTQ inclusion. 

I really believe God wants us to take care of our bodies.   I 
teach a Strong Women Strong Bones class at our church twice a 
week.  Everyone in the area is welcome.  It is something our 
church can do for the community.   I didn’t think our church 
should promote drinking pop so I encouraged getting rid of the 
pop machine that was in Wesley Hall.  I hope no one has 
bleached flour in their kitchen; unbleached flour is white enough 
and very good, but not as good as whole wheat!  I try to come up 
with my healthiest recipes for home and for church potlucks 
using fruits, vegetables, whole grains and nuts.  (Occasionally 

red meat to keep Bob happy.  (:-)   

Do whatever you can to stay healthy and that includes 
laughing whenever you can!!  I believe God has a sense of hu-

mor. 

MY ANCHOR PARK STORY - MARY ELLEN MITCHELL 

Mary Lou Lawhorn, Lina Perry, Dorothy Roberts, Mona Blackburn, 

Mary Ellen Mitchell and Jeannette Cornell 

Mary Lou, Mary Ellen  and Jeannette  
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QUILTING GROUP 
Are you a quilter?  Would you love a block of time to  concentrate 
on a  project amongst   fellow quilters enjoying cutting, sewing 
and some laughter and conversation?  Come join us for our   
Quilting Group the first Saturday of each month from 10:00 - 4:00 
in the Tongan room.  We also enjoy a pot luck lunch together.  
Bring your supplies and sewing machine and join the fun!  This 

group runs year round. 

CONNECT !   COMMUNICATE !  CELEBRATE !   
Check out the church’s website at  www.anchorpark.org  

Like us on Facebook!  

The monthly Link and the weekly Mini Link are posted to the website under  

“Newsletter and Calendar” 

As of April 26, 2017As of April 26, 2017As of April 26, 2017As of April 26, 2017    
 

Income  $23,198.26 

Expenses  $23,653.52 

 

CHANGE FOR 
CHANGE! 

We are collecting change for 
Global Missions.  Cans can be 
found in the office and in the 
back of the Sanctuary.  Thank 
you for your  donations for 

CHANGE in this world! 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
   

6  Kevin Mader 

7 Ken Cornell 

12 Kevin Downie 

   Adam Hash 

20   Jeffrey Handlong 

23   Jo Anne Hayden 

        Ginny Niusini 

29  Shawn Miller 

30 Rieta Rule 

31 Ann Jache 

 

 

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
 

15 Steve and Lisa Deckert 

22   Russ and Cindy Kirkham 

24   Ken and Jeannette Cornell    

SCHEDULES ON THE WEBSITE                 
Activity Time, Coffee Fellowship and Acolyte schedules are posted on our website at the bottom of 

the “Calendar and Newsletters“ page. Check it out anytime! www.anchorpark.org 

SOFTBALL SIGNUPS  
Anchor Park has an adult co-ed team that plays in the Church league on  
Monday nights May-August.  The registration fee amount will be in  upcoming 
Mini Links plus the cost of the shirt.  We’d love for you to join us!  For more 
information and to sign up please call Harry Ricker at 727-0313 and look for 
more details and information in the upcoming mini links.  You can always find 
current Mini Lnks on our website at anchorpark.org under calendars and 

newsletters. 

DO  YOU HAVE A GRADUATE IN YOUR FAMILY? 
If you know of someone who is graduating this year from high school,  college or trade 
school please call the church office @ 277- 0152.  Let us know their name, school and 

degree.  We will be celebrating our Graduates on May 14th. 

Happy 63rd Birthday 

to Anchor Park UMC! 

LOST AND FOUND  
Please check the coat tree and Lost and Found basket in the Robinson Room especially for the coats.  

Anything that is not claimed before May 14th will be sold at our Yard Sale. 

MEN’S PING PONG 
Men’s Ping Pong is back and meeting on Thursday evenings at 6:00.  All levels of 

playing are welcome.  Come join us for a fun relaxing time. 
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All FAITH ADVENTURE CAMP: JUNE 5-9 

MUSIC AND DRAMA CAMP: JUNE 12-18 

**NEW** WOODLANDERS CAMP: JUNE 20-23 

GOD SEEKERS CAMP: JUNE 21-23 

YOUTH CAMP: JUNE 26-30 

JUNIOR CANOE CAMP: JULY 10-14 

ADVENTURE CANOE CAMP: JULY 18-24 

Pick up a brochure in the back of 
the Sanctuary, on the Youth         
Bulletin Board or in the Church   
Office for more information or go to 

their website -  

www.birchwoodcamp.org 

YOUTH GROUP 

BIRCHWOOD SUMMER CAMPS FOR  

ELEMENTRAY AND YOUTH  

TEACHER APPRECIATION SUNDAY 
This year we would like to recognize our teachers on Sunday,  May 14th.   Appreciation 
Sunday is for all our Sunday School teachers, Activity Time Leaders, Youth Leaders and 

others involved with leading our Children and Youth Ministries.   

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday School will end on May 21st and Activity Time will continue 
through the end of May. On June 4th we will start our One Room School 
House program for 3yrs. through 5th grade,. This is during church time 
after the Children's sermon. We need two adults for each Sunday plus a 
youth to make it successful. Please sign up on the Connect during     
worship and say you will help. The  material is very user-friendly and  
includes lots of  ideas. If enough people sign up, you may only need to do 
it one or two Sundays. Please indicate if there are some Sundays you 

would not be available.  You can also call the church office 277-0152 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

SAVE THE DATE 

JULY 19 - 21 
 

Our “End of the Year Party!” 

May 7th 

5:00 - 7:00 

We look forward to seeing everyone there! 

YOU CAN HELP BIRCHWOOD CAMP! 
The 1st Sunday of each month this summer  from 1:00 - 5:00 you can come and volunteer at        

Birchwood Camp  All ages are welcome.  Bring your family and friends! 
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UMW LEGACY FUND 

Join us as we celebrate 150 years Join us as we celebrate 150 years Join us as we celebrate 150 years Join us as we celebrate 150 years of mission work by pre-
paring for the next 150. Gifts to the Legacy Fund  endow-
ment will lay the financial foundation for future generations 
of United Methodist Women.  Consider the following as part 

of YOUR legacy: 

Legacy Fund Gifts: Legacy Fund Gifts: Legacy Fund Gifts: Legacy Fund Gifts: Donations to this endowment fund allow more Mission Giving dollars to go  
                                 straight to mission. 
 
Planned GivingPlanned GivingPlanned GivingPlanned Giving    on umwgift.org:    United Methodist Women members are encouraged to leave a  
                           legacy through wills or estate planning. 
 
For more information, For more information, For more information, For more information, visit the UMW website at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The ForgetThe ForgetThe ForgetThe Forget----memememe----not Circlenot Circlenot Circlenot Circle      will meet this month on 
Wednesday, May 17th starting at about 11:50. 
Bring your lunch and join us.  We will be discussing 
the book, “Hope Runs”. There are copies in the 
UMW Library if you would like to check it our ahead 

of time   

    

The Potlatch Circle The Potlatch Circle The Potlatch Circle The Potlatch Circle will meet on May 21st right 
after worship.  Childcare will be provided. A dona-
tion is requested to pay for food and childcare.  We 
will be discussing the book, “Miss Brenda and the 
Love Ladies”.  There are copies in the UMW Library 

if you would like to check it our ahead of time   

United Methodist Women Sponsored 

FOURTH ANNUAL CROSSROAD’S BABY 
SHOWER WAS APRIL 30TH  
Watch for pictures in the June  issue of the LINK! 



ANCHOR PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2300 Oak Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

 

 

View the LINK online in   

color at: 

www.anchorpark.org 

If you wish to only receive 
the LINK electronically,   
advise the office of your 

decision. 

Anchor Park UMC 
2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Phone: 907-277-0152 
Fax: 907-258-6038 (call first) 
E-mail: office@anchorpark.org 
Office Hours: M-TH 8:00 - 2:00  
 

"Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors “ 

Commissioner Bill Sutter presenting  Ben 
Fish with our Anchor Park United Meth-

odist Church’s Charter for Troop 119.  


