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EA STER  S CHEDULE   
-  MORE  DETA IL S  TO  COME  

EASTER PRAYER VIGIL 
There will be a sign up sheet coming soon 
and posted on the wall on the west side of 
the sanctuary for the Prayer Vigil. The Prayer 
Vigil will be held April 14 starting at 9pm go-
ing through April 15 till 4pm. We’re excited to 
have the Prayer Vigil in our new Prayer Room 
this year.  We will also have someone here at 

the church during the night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY  

April 16th will be a day of celebration!   

We will begin the day with a 7:30 am Sunrise 7:30 am Sunrise 7:30 am Sunrise 7:30 am Sunrise 
Service Service Service Service in Wesley Hall followed by a break-followed by a break-followed by a break-followed by a break-

fast potluckfast potluckfast potluckfast potluck.   

Sunday school has been canceled this day.   

 

Child care will still be available for the small-

est among us.   

 

Worship at 11:00 as we celebrate Christ’s 

resurrection.  

 

Just a reminder, in case you didn’t know, 
Easter is one of the prime times of the year 
to invite someone to church.  In a world 
where our neighbors and loved ones are 
searching and longing for meaning in their 
lives, perhaps the time is now that you invite 

someone to church.                          

See you in church!See you in church!See you in church!See you in church!        

Lent is the period of time, a season of 
preparation for Christians that leads us 
to the holy celebration of Easter. Easter 
is the holy day upon which all our being 
rests. It's the day that we celebrate new 
life, ultimate hope, and the hope of res-

urrection.   

Lenten Study                                               Lenten Study                                               Lenten Study                                               Lenten Study                                               
Beginning on Wednesday, March 8, we 
will begin our six-week Lenten study, 
“Journey through the Psalms”. We will 
start at 5:30.   The Study will be led by 

Pastor Doug. 

L ENTON  B I B L E  S T UD Y  

Easter is right 
around the corner 
and our Easter Event 
for the children will 
be on  April   8th  

from           1-3pm.  

We will have crafts, 
egg  dyeing, snacks 
and an Easter egg 

hunt.  Invite your friends and   neighbors! 

If you can help and/or contribute, please look 

for details and the opportunity to sign up on the 

Connect.  Thank you for your help!  

 

CH I L DR EN ’ S  E A S T E R  E VENT   
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UMCOR SUNDAY  (FORMERLY  ONE GREAT  
HOUR OF  SHARING)  MARCH  2 6 ,  2 0 1 7  

TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE                    TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE                    TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE                    TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE                    

EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE WAKE OF DISASTER. EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE WAKE OF DISASTER. EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE WAKE OF DISASTER. EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE WAKE OF DISASTER.     

When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013—so many watching 
the drama unfold on our living room televisions feel entirely helpless. How could any one person make a difference 
in the wake of such widespread devastation? As responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the Unit-

ed Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. 

So don’t be fooled by the word committee. 

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the on-
set of World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in desperate need—today throughout more than eighty 

countries around the world. 

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do. 

When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His NameWhen You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His NameWhen You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His NameWhen You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name 

That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is what allows 
UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. 
Convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we 

are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need. 

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering continues today: 

• When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded 

• When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded 

• When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded 

• And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to 
respond 
UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who 
suffer because United Methodists give through UMCOR Sun-
day, (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing).  In fact, it’s your 
generous giving that allows us to respond when disaster 

strikes. 

Not “they.” 

We. 

Ensure the United Methodist Church Can Keep HelpingEnsure the United Methodist Church Can Keep HelpingEnsure the United Methodist Church Can Keep HelpingEnsure the United Methodist Church Can Keep Helping 

Will you continue to give to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)? Will you continue to meet 

the needs of the children, families and communities who’ve experienced devastation in the wake of disaster? 

When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually minister to Jesus, who said: 

“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me.  I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in pris-

on and you visited me.” (Mt. 25:35-36, CEB) 

As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling in the wake of disaster.  
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MY  ANCHOR  PARK  STORY -PEGGY  W I LL ING  

TOP  TEN  THINGS  YOU  CAN  TRY  FOR  THE               
LENTEN  SEASON :  

My early church experi-
ence was in the Chris-
tian church.  When my 
mother passed away, 
our stepmother 
marched us down the 
street to the nearest 
Methodist church. I was 
quickly drafted to play 
piano for Sunday School 
until going to college, 
when my attendance at 

church was spasmodic.  When I accepted a 
teaching job in Midland, Texas, I started back to 

church.  

 

I met Joe in a Methodist single young adult 
group in Midland, Texas.  He was an engineer for 
Humble Pipeline (think Exxon).  I was assigned 
to a school for Hispanic students.  Since this 
was before civil rights had much effect on 
schools, this was where God gave me a look at 
how music and religious beliefs together could 
bring changes in people.  The school and par-
ents and Joe supported me when the school 
choir actually got to compete in elementary choir 
festival competitions, and the kids were amazed 
at being able to compete and actually winning 

top score. 

 

Just after our first child was born, we were sent 

to Corpus Christi, then a temporary assignment 
in France, and on to Houston for 15 years. Our 
church was large and active, and we were in 
Adult Couples classes, Joe was in choir, I played 

piano for classes. 

 

When we were transferred to Anchorage for the 
pipeline construction in 1974, our first concern 
was finding a compatible church.  The third one 
we visited was Anchor Park, which was attended 
by a couple we knew, John & Barbara Eaton, 
who had been in the singles group in Houston.  
We liked the friendliness, loving care and mes-
sages we found at Anchor Park. It became our 
home church, and provided us with welcoming 
people, lessons and music. Even when the 
church has had troubled times, it has had dedi-
cation from its members.  We have watched two 
generations of Anchor Park children grow up 
here.  We have also seen the attachment and 
fond memories that former members feel when 

they have been gone for many years. 

 

Anchor Park has shown a growing tolerance and 
acceptance of many types of people, with amaz-
ing differences in personalities and talents. I 
hope this church continues to be a caring one 

which shows God’s love to all. 

10.10.10.10.    Try an electronic fast.Try an electronic fast.Try an electronic fast.Try an electronic fast. Give up TV, Facebook, 

texting, tweeting, e-mail and all things electronic 

for one day every week. (Or everyday of Lent!) Use 

the time to read & pray.  

9.9.9.9.    Start a prayer rhythm.Start a prayer rhythm.Start a prayer rhythm.Start a prayer rhythm. Each day of Lent, and 

pray for another person. 

8. Go deeper into the Bible.8. Go deeper into the Bible.8. Go deeper into the Bible.8. Go deeper into the Bible.  

7. Forgive someone who doesn't deserve it 7. Forgive someone who doesn't deserve it 7. Forgive someone who doesn't deserve it 7. Forgive someone who doesn't deserve it 

(maybe even yourself.)(maybe even yourself.)(maybe even yourself.)(maybe even yourself.) Study a book on for-

giveness 

6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee.6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee.6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee.6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee. 

Give up some food or drink as a way to grow clos-

er to God. Give the money you save to help folks 

in a different part of the world who are in crisis.  

5. Create a daily quiet time.5. Create a daily quiet time.5. Create a daily quiet time.5. Create a daily quiet time. Spend 10 minutes a 

day in silence and prayer. Read a daily devotional 

for the season of Lent. See how it can help you 

add spiritual practice to your daily life beyond 

Lent. 

4. Cultivate a life of gratitude.4. Cultivate a life of gratitude.4. Cultivate a life of gratitude.4. Cultivate a life of gratitude. Write someone a 

thank you letter each week and be aware of how 

many people have helped you along the 

way 

3.3.3.3.    Participate in a Lent PhotoParticipate in a Lent PhotoParticipate in a Lent PhotoParticipate in a Lent Photo----aaaa----Day prac-Day prac-Day prac-Day prac-

ticeticeticetice and pray each day with your camera in 

your hand.  

2. Volunteer one hour or more each week 2. Volunteer one hour or more each week 2. Volunteer one hour or more each week 2. Volunteer one hour or more each week 

with a local shelter, tutoring program, nurs-

ing home, prison ministry.  

1. Pray for others you see1. Pray for others you see1. Pray for others you see1. Pray for others you see as you walk , as 
you walk to and from classes or drive to 

and from work.  
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BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
   

4 Jim Feaster 

5  Ben Fish 

13    Christian Saafi 

15  Sadie Jacobson 

    Frank Fish 

20    Judi McPheters 

22  Kim Pitts 

23  Nancy Starn 

24  Grace Arai 

         Debbie Hardwick 

28    G.G. Gendron 

29    Pastor Doug 

31  Makeleta Berry 

 

    

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
 

28   Kevin & Carolyn Downie  

Saturday, March 11th | 
11:00am-2:00pm                                

Dena'ina Convention Center 

    

Join us for the 23rd Annual Join us for the 23rd Annual Join us for the 23rd Annual Join us for the 23rd Annual 
Empty Bowl Project!Empty Bowl Project!Empty Bowl Project!Empty Bowl Project! Pick out a 
handmade bowl, enjoy soup & 
cornbread, and help fill the 

empty bowls in our community.   

Advance tickets on sale at 
www.beanscafe.org or call 907-

433-8603  

$30 handmade bowl and soup 
and cornbread / $10 soup and 

cornbread only ($15 at door) 
 

The Empty Bowl Project is 
Bean's Cafe's largest annual 
event and raises over 
$100,000 to help feed hungry 
children and adults in Anchor-
age - and we need your help to 
make sure that continues in 

2017.  

20 1 7  EMPTY  BOWL  PRO JECT  

M I S S I ON  TE AM  TO  WE S T  V I RG IN I A  TH I S  F A L L   

RECYCLING CORNER 

We have many opportunities to 
recycle.  Look for all the recycling 
containers in the corner of the 
Robinson Room next to the hall-

way.   

We recycle ink jet cartridges, bat-

teries and other booklets.   

We also collect Box Tops and 

Campbell's Soup Labels for the 

McCurdy School in New Mexico.   

 

Please note the blue recycle con-
tains are  for paper, not for trash. 
Paper towels, cups and plate can-

not be recycled. Thank you! 

Sunday, March 5th     

following worship. 

 Plans are underway to take a mission team 
from Alaska to West Virginia this fall. Our team 
would be working with the flood relief  coordina-
tor in WV and serving to help those whose 
homes were damaged in the floods of 2016.  
Where to:Where to:Where to:Where to: White Sulphur Springs in the south-
eastern area of West Virginia 
How long:How long:How long:How long: approximately one week  (flights gen-
erally take at least 12 hours) 
When:When:When:When: currently we are planning to go during 
the first part of October to enjoy the 'cooler' fall 
weather 
PurposePurposePurposePurpose: rebuild/painting, whatever / however 
needed and as our skills can cover 
For this trip we need volunteer leaders for:For this trip we need volunteer leaders for:For this trip we need volunteer leaders for:For this trip we need volunteer leaders for:    
Work Site leader 
Travel arrangements 
Food/Meals/prep (2 might be nice to 
share the duties) 
Recreation/Excursion planner 
Fund Raiser coordinator! 
 
 

 

Pastor Doug is in contact with Pastor Dave 

Stilgenbauer (he is the mission leader who 

brings the group to Anchor Park each year) the 

flood relief coordinator for WV and the infor-

mation from him is: we will be housed in a local 

church (specific church is yet TBD), ground 

transportation will be taken care of and food 

will be provided. 

It is asked that you make a $50 refundable 

deposit toward your trip by March 1st. You may 

drop this in the offering plate with WV mission 

trip in the memo. More details can be found on 

the church’s website: www.anchorpark.org  

under calendar and newsletters. 
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February 2017February 2017February 2017February 2017    
 

Income  $19,241.74 

Expenses  $23,658.87 

 

CHANGE FOR 
CHANGE IS 

BACK! 
We are collecting change 
for Global Missions.  Cans 
can be found in the office 
and in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  Thank you for 
your  donations for 

CHANGE in this world! 

We will be meeting on March 
5th and 19th this month.  We 
will not be meeting on March 
12th because it’s the first week-
end of Spring Break.  Enjoy your 

week! 

We’re going to start preparing 
for the Easter Sunrise Service 

so you won’t want to miss it! 

By Deborah Coble 
Feb. 14, 2017 | WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W.Va. 

(UMNS) 

United Methodists in White Sulphur Springs re-
member Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson — the 
main character in the movie “Hidden Figures” — 
counting steps as a child.                                                                                                               
Sara Carter and Carolyn Bond, members of St. 
James United Methodist Church, recalled that 
Johnson grew up near the church. Johnson at-
tended St. James Methodist, which was then an 
African American church and was the predecessor 
of the current St. James.                                                                                                                                        
“She definitely was known for counting her steps. 
She knew exactly how many steps it was from her 
house down Church Street to St. James Methodist 
Church,” Bond said. In the movie, Johnson is 
shown counting steps in the country.                                                                                                                                  
The movie depicts the important role that Johnson 
and two other African-American women played in 
NASA’s Mercury Space Program. Based on the 
book by the same name, “Hidden Figures” is the 
true story of Johnson, Dorothy Vaughn and Mary 
Jackson.                                                                                                                                                                  
Johnson, a physicist and mathematician, is 98. 

She lives in Hampton, Virginia. 

Carter and Bond watched the movie at the historic 
Lewis Theater in Lewisburg, four days before 
“Hidden Figures” was nominated for multiple 
Academy Awards, including best picture. They 
were joined by the Rev. Shari Stilgenbauer, pastor 
of St. James and Emmanuel United Methodist 
churches in White Sulphur Springs, and Shari’s 
husband, the Rev. David Stilgenbauer, pastor of 
Ronceverte United Methodist Church, about 13 

miles from White Sulphur Springs.  

Bond said the community was unaware of John-
son’s important role in the space program before 
the movie came out. “I had no idea she did all of 
those things. She never said anything about work-

ing with the space program, but she did always 

ask us how we were doing in school,” she said.    

 “Mr. Coleman worked at the Greenbrier and as a 
custodian at the library so that Katherine could go 
away to high school,” Bond said. The Greenbrier is 
a historic resort built near the town’s natural min-
eral springs. It has been in operation since 1778. 
Katherine graduated from high school at the age 
of 14 and from West Virginia State University with 
a degree in math at the age of 18. Later, she 
graduated from West Virginia University with a 
master’s degree. Later on, she was the first  Afri-
can American woman to desegregate the gradu-
ate school at West Virginia Universi-
ty in Morgantown. She went on to calculate the 
analytic geometry for the trajectory and re-entry 
for Alan Shepherd’s historic flight as the first 
American in space and John Glenn’s orbit of 
earth. She also did calculations for the Apollo and 

Space Shuttle program. 

Katherine Johnson’s contributions were relatively 
unheralded until, at the age of 96, she was award-
ed the Medal of Freedom by President Obama. 
Bond said the movie has resulted in Johnson’s 

recognition in her hometown. 

 

Coble is director of communications for the West 
Virginia Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. Coble attended the movie with Bond, 

Carter and the pastors. 

(The Stilgenbauer are the pastors who bring mis-
sion teams here to Anchor Park) 
 
Complete story can be found at 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/hidden-
figures-mathematician-raised-methodist 

' H I D D E N  F I G U R E S '  M A T H E M A T I C I A N  R A I S E D  M E T H O D I S T   

YOUTH GROUP  

President Barack Obama 
kisses former NASA mathe-
matician Katherine John-
son after presenting her 
with the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in November 
2015, during a ceremony 
at the White House.      
Photo by Bill Ingalls, NASA  



Page 7  

CONNECT !   COMMUNICATE !  CELEBRATE !   
Check out the church’s website at  www.anchorpark.org  

Like us on Facebook!  

The monthly Link and the weekly Mini Link are posted to the website under  

“Newsletter and Calendar” 

We will be meeting regularly the last Sunday of 
every month at 3pm.  We’re a support group and 
a group for changing the way addiction is han-
dled in our community.  This is a community 
problem and we need the community to help 
solve the problem.  Addicts, recovering addicts, 
parents and family members of addicts and any-
one in the community who would like to  support 
this cause are welcome.   Bring a snack or dish if 

you’d like.  But more  
importantly bring your-
self.  For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Kim  Whitaker 907-440-

7289  

  

RRRR ecovery is  

EEEE veryone’s 

AAAA ccess to 

LLLL ife 

About AddictionAbout AddictionAbout AddictionAbout Addiction    

REAL ABOUT ADDICTION 
MEETING   

UNITED  METHOD IST  WOMEN   

Upcoming Circle Meetings Upcoming Circle Meetings Upcoming Circle Meetings Upcoming Circle Meetings     
The ForgetThe ForgetThe ForgetThe Forget----memememe----not Circlenot Circlenot Circlenot Circle    meets on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month. We will meet this month 
on Wednesday, March 8th starting at 11:50 and 
running until about 1:00. Bring your lunch and join 

us.  A speaker from “Priceless” is presenting. 

The Potlatch Circle The Potlatch Circle The Potlatch Circle The Potlatch Circle will meet on March 19 right 
after worship for a program and lunch. Childcare 
will be provided. A donation is requested to pay 
for food and childcare.                                          
(All women of the Church are warmly invited to 

attend these activities.)  

CHOIR PRACTICES 

WEDNESDAY  

Handbell Choir Handbell Choir Handbell Choir Handbell Choir     

at 6:00 pm 

Adult Choir Adult Choir Adult Choir Adult Choir     

at 6:45pm.  

Consider joining the choir!   

New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!      
    

Sunday Morning  

God’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing Angels    

(ages 2nd - 5th grade) 

1st and 2nd Sunday during activity time  

SCHEDULES ON THE WEBSITE                 

Activity Time, Coffee Fellowship and Acolyte 
schedules are posted on our website at the    
bottom of the “Calendar and Newsletters“ 
page. Check it out anytime! 

Galatians 5:25 "If we live in the Spirit, let us also 

walk in the Spirit.” (NKJV)  
 

March 31 - April 2, 2017 -North Star Bible Camp, 

Willow Alaska  
 

Our retreat Leader will be Praveena Bal-
asundaram, from the UMW National Office  and 
our Retreat Clergy will be Pastor Lisa Talbot from 

Homer UMC  

 

A flyer and registration forms are  
on the UMW bulletin broad in the 
hall way.   The cost is $160 for the 

weekend. 

 

Registrations are due by March 22nd 

JOIN US FOR OUR  

2017 UMW SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT  

“WALK WITH WHOLENESS”  



ANCHOR PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2300 Oak Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

 

 

View the LINK online in   

color at: 

www.anchorpark.org 

If you wish to only receive 
the LINK electronically,   
advise the office of your 

decision. 

Anchor Park UMC 
2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Phone: 907-277-0152 
Fax: 907-258-6038 (call first) 
E-mail: office@anchorpark.org 
Office Hours: M-TH 8:00 - 2:00  
 

"Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors “ 

 

What is Lent?What is Lent?What is Lent?What is Lent? Lent is a season of the Christian 

Year where Christians focus on simple living, 

prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to 

God. The forty days represents the time Jesus 

spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation 

of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry. 

When is Lent?When is Lent?When is Lent?When is Lent?    It's the forty days before Easter. 
Lent excludes Sundays because every Sunday is 
like a little Easter. Basically, it's about one-tenth 
of a year (like a tithe of time). Mardi Gras is the 
day before Lent, which begins with Ash Wednes-
day. This year it's from March 1 (Ash Wednesday) 

to April 16 (Easter), 2017. 

So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday?So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday?So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday?So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday?    
Yes. Ash Wednesday, the day after Mardi Gras, 
usually begins with a service where we recognize 
our mortality, repent of our sins, and return to 

our loving God.  

Why ashes?Why ashes?Why ashes?Why ashes?    In Jewish and Christian history, ash-
es are a sign of mortality and repentance. Mor-
tality, because when we die, our bodies eventu-
ally decompose and we become 

dust/dirt/ash/whatever. . 

Where do the ashes come from?Where do the ashes come from?Where do the ashes come from?Where do the ashes come from?    On what we 
now call Palm Sunday, Jesus rode a donkey into 
Jerusalem while people waved palms and 
cheered him on. Less then a week later, Jesus 
was killed. The palms that were waved in joy 
became ashes of sorrow. We get ashes for Ash 
Wednesday by saving the palms from Palm Sun-
day, burning them, and mixing them with a little 

oil. It's symbolic. 

 

FREQUENTLY  A S KED  QUEST ION  ABOUT  LENT  


