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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

December 20th at 7:00 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  

4:00 pm  Children and Family Service 

7:00 pm  Candlelight Service 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 

11:00 am Christmas Day Worship    

Christmas is a special time.  That perhaps goes without saying.  This year however, I 

expect to be even more special.  This year we are honoring the season in a way that we 

have not done in recent years.  On Christmas Eve we will have our 4:00 children and 

family service along with a candlelight service at 7:00.  I would like to invite you to “A 

Blue Christmas” a service of Light and Hope, on Tuesday December 20th at 7:00 PM.   

A Blue Christmas is for those who may find celebrating Christmas difficult.  Perhaps you 

have lost a loved one to death or divorce.  Maybe the nest is empty for the first time and 

you find yourself wondering, “What now?”  Come and light a candle in memory of a 

loved one.  Come as we seek the light together.   

I would also like to invite you to Christmas day worship here at Anchor Park.  We will 

meet at our regular time, however, immediately following worship we will go into the 

community and deliver Poinsettias to those who have to work.  We will take them to the 

hospitals, to the fire station, the police, to the hotels and even some restaurants and 

other businesses that we will identify.  If you have ever worked on Christmas, you know 

the day can be a lonely one.  Christmas is on Sunday only as leap year and the           

progression of time allows.  Christmas won’t be a Sunday again until 2022.  Let’s make 

the day a special one to remember.  Hope to see you.  - Pastor Doug 
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December  2016  

FROM  THE  PASTOR ’ S  DESK  

WOMEN’S SHELTER AT THE DOWNTOWN 
SOUP KITCHEN 
     Did you know that as of Oct. 2015 the Downtown Soup Kitchen (DSK) converted itself into a 
homeless women’s night time shelter for 30 women?  The DSK is a faith-based organization 

that provides lunch, showers, laundry services and clothes to the homeless during the day and now provides a safe shelter for 
women at night where they can shower, get their clothes washed, get different clothes and sleep in a warm, safe, supportive and 
faithful environment.  They are located at 3rd & Cordova. 
     Have closets that need to be cleaned out?  Their needs are many.  For starters, it’s winter.  These ladies needs warm coats, 
gloves, hats, scarfs, boots, and more boots, all articles of clothing from socks to underwear, pants, sweatshirts, anything warm, pjs, 
belts, backpacks, you name it.  Blankets and pillow cases, bath towels, wash cloths and cloth bath mats are also needed.  Clean 
gently used items are most welcome!  Please place them in the grey bin in the Robinson Room. Please place them in the grey bin in the Robinson Room. Please place them in the grey bin in the Robinson Room. Please place them in the grey bin in the Robinson Room.  
     Above all, keep the women in the shelter and all those who make the DSK a reality in your daily prayers.  The gifts that the DSK 
have to offer are vital in every way, during the day and the night, to many of our homeless.  I have heard some of these women say 
over and over they are so grateful that we are there and that they do not know what they would do without the DSK and the people 
that are there to help them.  
   In addition, the DSK has developed a hands-up mission for the women, the Hope Bakery.  The previous owner of the Crazy Crois-
sant & Croissant Cafe, Tom Christensen, is teaching the art of baking to the women that want to learn a skill.  The women then will 
have a marketable skill, and the DSK will sell the products to pay for the bakery facility and supplies and as extra income for con-
tinuing operations of the DSK. 
      There are volunteer opportunities at the DSK if you are interested.  The Shower House is in need of volunteers. The volunteer 
hours are Mon-Fri 9am – 12 & 12:30-2 pm. The tasks to be done are intake of guests, prepare shower baskets, laundry, clean 
between showers and hand out clothing.   The kitchen can also use volunteers from Mon-Fri 9am – 2:30pm. They need help with 
food preparation, serving and clean up.  (The kitchen is closed on the weekends but the shelter is open 7 nights a week).  If you are 
interested in this you can call Vicki at the DSK to sign up, who is the kitchen manager. The volunteer hours for the women’s shelter 
at night are 7 days/week, 8pm-midnight.  This would be to meet and visit with the women and monitor the sleeping area at night, 
do laundry and/or hand out clothing.  The women’s shelter also needs lady volunteers on Saturdays and Sundays 6am-8am.  For 
more information on how to schedule to volunteer, you can call the DSK at 722-4302 or call me at 440-2990.   
    There will be a table and a crate for donations in the coffee room.  I will take donated items to the DSK.  If at some point in the 
future you have something to donate, I will gladly take it. 

 

Thank you for your prayers, compassion for our homeless. 
God Bless, 
Pam Bell 

On behalf of your church leadership, I would like to thank all of those who participated in the   
November Town Hall meeting.  This town hall meeting, was the second of the year, and was held 
during the November potluck.  The purpose of the meeting was to create space to look ahead to 
where God is calling us in ministry for 2017 and beyond.  We addressed the matter by posing the 
question in the following way.  “One year from now, what will we be celebrating here at Anchor 
Park?   What will we have accomplished as we look back at 2017?”  The same questions were 

posted for 2019, and 2021.  Essentially, what might be our one, three and five year plan? 

The dialogue happened around each table as people wrote on the butcher paper that covered each of the tables.  The response 
was tremendous.  The feedback was then given to your church council where we attempted to digest your great feedback.  Here is 

some of what we found.   

Many of the groups named that for 2017, small groups (Bible studies, affinity groups, men’s groups, couples, etc.) were important 
for the year ahead.   Overwhelmingly this was the one thing that was identified.  The town hall gathering also named strengthening 
our music and worship.  This was named as people want to strengthen our choirs, create a praise team, and or a youth praise team 
as well as upgrading the technology in the sanctuary.  It was named that we would have a strengthened van ministry.  Picking up 
senior adults and college students from UAA and APU.  Some of the same themes carried into the dreaming about 2019, but there 
more conversation came about regarding broader inclusion and welcoming at Anchor Park.  Family ministries were identified as a 

priority as well.   

I am grateful to you for your dreaming and thinking about all the ways we can be the church together.  I would like to invite you to 
continue this conversation with me at our December potluck.  We will have some of your ideas in writing for you to ponder and 

dream a bit more.  I look forward to seeing you December 4th after church.  

Blessings, 

Doug  
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CONNECT !   COMMUNICATE !  CELEBRATE !   
Check out the church’s website at  www.anchorpark.org  

Like us on Facebook!  

The monthly Link and the weekly Mini Link are posted to the website under  

“Newsletter and Calendar” 

MY  ANCHOR  PARK  STORY  
-  LUPE  SAAF I  

ALL 
CHURCH  

POTLUCK 
LUNCH 

December 4th  

THANKSGIVING  

BLESSING  

PROJECT 
We collected 698 pounds of green beans  

to help contribute to the Mountain View Site.  Thank you for 

your donations! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Charge Conference 

January 8th  

As I am sitting down to write something for the Anchor Park Newsletter and 

my mind is traveling in different directions not knowing where to start. 

 
Well, I graduated from Queen Salote College in 1970 which is a Free Wesley-
an Church Girls School in Tonga.  I went to a Catholic Business College and 
from there my father sent me to Hawaii for more education.  It is there where 
I met my husband.  
 
My sister-in-law and my brother-in-law, which is my husband’s older brother, arranged for our mar-
riage so I can become an American Citizen in order to file for my brother and his wife’s legal papers in 
Hawaii. We married in 1972, gave birth to our two sons, Henry and Osaiasi Saafi, and moved to Alas-
ka in 1979. 
 
The kids and I were staying with my younger brother while my husband was working in Afognak Island 
at the Afognak Logging Company for a few years.  
 
As a Christian and an Immigrant, I became more aware of my environment and the things that matter 
to us like what to say, what to wear and learning how to fit in society. We feel so blessed to have 
found Anchor Park United Methodist as our Church and as a part of our Family, because of that I 
gained so much in my faith, my relationship with God, my family and people.  I got involved in the 
Church more, joined the Choir, taught Sunday School, Youth Group, Preaching and many other things. 
 
I did not know at that time that God was preparing me for more opportunities to serve in these areas; 
The Alaska United Methodist Women Conference Leadership team, Alaska UMC Conference, General 
Board of Discipleship, President of the Tongan UMC Caucus nationally, Board of the Pacific Islanders 
National Caucus of the United Methodist, Board of The Bridge Builders of Anchorage but the most 
important thing for me now is watching my grandchildren almost every day. 
 
My goal is to help and teach my grandchildren that respect for others is synonymous to being Tongan. 
So teaching a child respect is teaching him/her to be part of her culture, to keep on learning, get in-
volved, to be happy and to keep trusting God. 
 

Lupe Saafi 

OFFICE TRANSITION  
It’s that time again for our office transition.   Deanne’s last day will be December 1st and Patti will be 

back in the office December 5th.  Office hours will be Monday - Friday, 8:00 - 2:00. 

WE WILL 
NOT BE 
HAVING 
AN ALL 
CHURCH 
POTLUCK 

IN  

JANUARY 
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We will be meeting regularly the last Sunday of 
every month at 3pm.  We’re a support group 
and a group for changing the way addiction is 
handled in our community.  This is a communi-
ty problem and we need the community to help 
solve the problem.  Addicts, recovering addicts, 
parents and family members of addicts and 
anyone in the community who would like to  
support this cause are welcome.   Bring a 
snack or dish if you’d like.  But more  im-
portantly bring yourself.  For more information, 

please contact Kim  Whitaker 907-440-7289  

 REAL About Addiction would like to 
thank our church for the great support 
they offer REAL About Addiction. They 
are saving lives and assisting in putting 
families back together in a healthy way. 
We do what we do without any state or 
federal funding, that's the best way to 
help others. Community helping with a 

community problem.   

RRRR ecovery is  

EEEE veryone’s 

AAAA ccess to 

LLLL ife 

About AddictionAbout AddictionAbout AddictionAbout Addiction    

REAL ABOUT ADDICTION MEETING   

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH  3:00 – 5:00 IN WESLEY HALL 

JANUARY - NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

 *Income $244,365.85 
 

*Expenses $238,872.33 

 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
  3   Gregory Todd 

  5   Patti Butcher 

  8   Loleini Saafi 

10   Susan Williams 

14 Bob Mitchell 

21   Bob Shaffer 

23   Lupe Saafi 

24   Roen Shawback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
30 Joel and Dina  Russ 

CHOIR PRACTICES 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

God’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing AngelsGod’s Singing Angels    

(ages 2nd - 5th grade) 

at 5:30 pm 

Handbell Choir Handbell Choir Handbell Choir Handbell Choir     

at 6:00 pm 

Adult Choir Adult Choir Adult Choir Adult Choir     

at 6:45pm.  

Consider joining the choir!   

New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!  New Members welcome!      

ANCHOR PARK READING GROUP  
The Anchor Park Reading Group will meet again on Tuesday, January, 24 2017.  The reading will be 
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by 
Daniel James Brown.  We will meet at 7:00pm in the Fireside Lounge of Barnes and Noble in      

Anchorage.  There is a copy of the book available in the office if you would like to  borrow it. 

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS 

The November-December Upper Room is available 

at the back of the sanctuary and in the rack in the 

Robinson Room. Pick up your copy!  If you are inter-

ested in receiving the daily devotional by email, sign 

up at 

http://devotional.upperroom.org/emaildevotional  

It’s free, quick and easy to sign up! 

SCHEDULES ON THE WEBSITE                 
Activity Time, Coffee Fellowship and Acolyte 
schedules are posted on our website at the    
bottom of the “Calendar and Newsletters“ page. 

Check it out anytime! www.anchorpark.org 

PRAYER ROOM IS ALWAYS OPEN 
Come join us in the Prayer Room at 11:11 every Wednesday morning for prayer.  If you’re not able 
to join us in person, take a moment wherever you are at 11:11 and join us in spirit as you take a 

moment to pray.  You are welcome to use the prayer room anytime.  It’s always available. 

DO YOU LIKE TO SING? 
Want to sing with the Adult Choir on Sundays but 
can’t make Wednesday night rehearsals??  Then 
join us for “drop-in” Sunday morning rehearsals! 
Starting Sunday, Dec. 4th we will be gathering at 
9:45 in Sanctuary for a “mini” rehearsal. We      

welcome everyone, especially Tenors. :0)     
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GOD’S  

SINGING  

ANGELS 

CHILDREN’S 
CHOIR  

MEETS 
WEDNESDAYS 
5:30 - 6:30 

ANCHOR PARK YOUTH GROUP 
 

December 4thDecember 4thDecember 4thDecember 4th            4 pm 4 pm 4 pm 4 pm ----    7 pm7 pm7 pm7 pm        Christmas CarolingChristmas CarolingChristmas CarolingChristmas Caroling    & back to the church for cookies & hot 
chocolate We’ll gather at the church at 4:00.  We’ll drive around and sing to church   

members and then head back to the church for some yummy cookies and hot chocolate!  
    

December 11thDecember 11thDecember 11thDecember 11th                5 pm 5 pm 5 pm 5 pm ----    7 pm7 pm7 pm7 pm            Christmas Party, White Elephant Gift Exchange & Potluck Christmas Party, White Elephant Gift Exchange & Potluck Christmas Party, White Elephant Gift Exchange & Potluck Christmas Party, White Elephant Gift Exchange & Potluck Come join 
us for a night of Red and Green!  We'll enjoy a potluck dinner together, play games and exchange fun 

white elephant gifts.  
 

December 18thDecember 18thDecember 18thDecember 18th                No Youth Group Tonight No Youth Group Tonight No Youth Group Tonight No Youth Group Tonight   We will not be meeting and we wish all the Youth many 

blessings during Finals Week.   
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!            We’ll be back January 8th!We’ll be back January 8th!We’ll be back January 8th!We’ll be back January 8th!    
    

Check the church’s website for updates.  www.anchorpark.org   

Click on the “Connect” tab and then the “Youth” Tab.   

WINTER YOUTH BREAK-AWAY AT BIRCHWOOD CAMP 
An awesome winter camp for middle school and high school students. Enjoy four days full of fantastic 
fellowship, food, snow and ice activities! Online registration is open for Winter Youth Break-Away (WYBA). 
More information about the camp and online registration is available on our camps page.  

http://birchwoodcamp.org/ 

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS ADVENT PARTY  
Hey Kids! Let's get ready for Christmas . The Advent Event will be    Decem-
ber 13th from 1-3pm. We will have lots of fun crafts to do, we will frost 
some cookies and of course we will have some yummy snacks to eat. So 
mark your calendars now! 
 

Adults and Youth, look on the connect on Sundays to find opportunities to 
sign up to help with this event..  We are in most need of baked sugar cook-

ies for the kids to decorate.  

HALLOWEEN PARTY FUN! 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK!     
We are happy to announce that Lesieli and Liliane Ulukivaiola will be our new Youth Sunday School    
teachers!  Every morning at 9:45 in the Youth Room.  We are excited to welcome them and look forward 

to a great year of learning and fun.   

WE WILL NOT BE HAVING SUNDAY SCHOOL ON  

DECEMBER 25TH OR JANUARY 1ST 
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UNITED  METHOD IST  WOMEN   

UMW ANNUAL COOKIE EXCHANGE 

Sunday December 18th  12:15pmSunday December 18th  12:15pmSunday December 18th  12:15pmSunday December 18th  12:15pm    
    

Join us for the UMW Annual Holiday Cookie Exchange and Luncheon. All women and girls are 
welcome. Bring as many cookies as you would like to exchange with others and go home with a 
diverse variety.  The meeting will also include deciding where our Holiday auction money will be 
distributed. Bring suggestions for the group. The money will be donated to organizations which 
support women and children in our community, around the state, nation and internationally. 

Child care is provided.  Please RSVP by calling us in the office or signing up on the Connect. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HOSTS  

ANCHOR PARK ADOPT A FAMILY  
 

Anchor Park United Methodist Women is sponsoring an outreach for fami-
lies from  the neighborhood schools.  We are in the process of selecting 
the families.  Once they are selected, they will let us know their wish lists 

for the Holidays. Last year we supported four families through this effort. 

 

 There will be a sign up  In the West Wing during the first two weeks of December. Please return wrapped or             
unwrapped presents to West Wing by Sunday , December 18th . United Methodist Women will coordinate delivery of 
presents with the family. Cash donations can be given for this effort; mark checks UMW Family adoption and United 

Methodist Women will purchase gifts.  
 

A wrapping party will take place December 19th starting at 6pm in the West Wing. All are welcome.  
 

Anchor Park’s Efforts make such a difference. According to Marti Guzman, Russian Jack Family Service Coordinator: 

The Russian Jack family adopted last Christmas is doing extremely well! I'm so proud of her accomplishments. At this 
time last year the mom, a single parent was finishing her nursing degree at UAA and scheduled to graduate in the 
spring. The family was basically living on her student loan money and surviving with the help from family and friends. 
With the cost of supporting a household, tuition and books she was barely keeping her head above water. The nursing 
program prohibits students from working because the course load is very difficult. When she was nominated she cried 
in my office and said she would love to have a set of matching dishes and just a few gifts for her two boys to open on 

Christmas day. 

Today she is a college graduate, working full time and trying to save money to buy a house and provide for her       
children. Your program was a much needed boost for her family. She needed household items and personal items for 
herself and her boys that she wasn't able to buy for herself. Her last comment to me as we loaded all of the wonderful 

food and gifts was that she hadn't ever felt like someone put her first and she was so grateful!!! 

JOIN US FOR OUR  

2017 UMW SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT  

“WALK WITH WHOLENESS”  
Galatians 5:25 "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” (NKJV)  

 

March 31 - April 2, 2017  

North Star Bible Camp, Willow Alaska  
 

Our retreat Leader will be Praveena Balasundaram, from the UMW National Office  

and our Retreat Clergy will be Pastor Lisa Talbot from Homer UMC  

 

Be on the lookout for more detailed information soon on our UMW Board.   



ANCHOR PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2300 Oak Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508 

 

 

View the LINK online in   

color at: 

www.anchorpark.org 

If you wish to only receive 
the LINK electronically,   
advise the office of your 

decision. 

Anchor Park UMC 
2300 Oak Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Phone: 907-277-0152 
Fax: 907-258-6038 (call first) 
E-mail: office@anchorpark.org 
Office Hours: M-TH 8:00 - 2:00  
 

"Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors “ 

A PLEASANT SURPRISE... 

Recently we received an interesting 

piece of mail.  I say interesting because 

it is not every day that we receive at the 

church a copy of one’s personal will.  In 

this case, it was sent to the church to 

indicate that we have been named in 

the will.  The church was named along with other family        

members and friends.  If you can visualize this, it was quite a site 

to see.  Family member, family member, family member, Anchor 

Park, all noted what each would receive.  In my observation, it 

was in fact this family’s clear purpose to remember not only their 

immediate family, but their church family.  This prompts a few 

questions.  Are your affairs in order, more specifically, do you 

have a will?  And have you remembered your church family in 

your will?  It’s worth thinking about.   


