
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements    March 29, 2020 
Listen in at 11am by calling: +1 (301) 715-8592, enter Meeting ID 335 775 663# 
when prompted. This will be the number and meeting id for the rest of March and 
all of April.  
 If you have a need please call the church office at 907-277-0152 and we’ll see if 
we can connect you with someone who can help; and if you can help get essential 
items for a person in need, please notify the office so we can add you to the list, letting 
us know what you’re willing to help with, store run for essential items, shoveling a 
driveway, a pick up a prescription, or something else altogether. 
 
Opening Prayer: 

Gracious God, who created us in God’s own image, we are grateful for all that 
you have done for us, for all that you are doing in us, and for all that you will do through 
us. Open our eyes to see your presence among us, moving in powerful ways at all 
times and in all places. Open our ears to hear familiar words in new ways— ways that 
will change us and challenge us to become the people you created us to be. Grant us 
the power and the courage to come out of the darkness and into the light of Jesus 
Christ, that we may serve you by serving others. We love you with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. Amen. 
 

As A Fire Is Meant for Burning 
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Call to Worship: 
L: Do we dare place our trust in God?  
P: God has promised to be with us to guide us.  
L: Are we willing to continue on the journey when we don’t know the dangers and are 
not sure of the destination.  
P: No matter what, God is with us. That’s the promise and the hope.  
L: Let us step forward boldly, listening for God’s call in our lives.  
P: Let us place our trust in God always. AMEN! 



Open My Eyes that I May See 
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Scripture: John 9:1-41 NRSV 
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it 
is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 
the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others 
were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But 
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ Then I went and washed & received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is 
he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now 
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we 
do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed 
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 



24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 
He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 
The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world 
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus 
said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 
those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 
and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

 
Reader: In the light of God, all is made clear. We see how much God loves us and how 
much God loves all people.  
ALL: We see Christ, the Light of the World, in Scripture and in our lives; and 
although we once were blind, now we see! Amen! 
 
Children’s Message [See the YouTube video for content] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Message for All: Redefined, Reoriented Life  
Spend time in silence reflecting on scripture and answering the following questions. 

When finished, share your reflections with family or a friend. 
Call someone from church on the phone and ask them what they think. 

❖ What’s your definition of a miracle? 

❖ Name the big miracles you’ve experienced. 

❖ Name the little miracles you’ve experienced.  

❖ What everyday miracles do you struggle to see?  

❖ How can you be a miracle for others during this time?   

❖ Where can you find/see the miracles happening around us? 

❖ What else are we blind to? 

❖ The disciples questioned not if they were physically blind, but spiritually blind. Have 
you been spiritual blind before? Who helped you see again? 

❖ In this time, we must reorient ourselves to see things differently, to redefine and 
reimagine how we are the body of Christ, how we live like Christ. How can you help 
others see? 



I invite you to continue our practice of giving our worries over to God. Create your own 
God Box at home, a place to collect and give your worries to God. When we return 
together, physically bring them with you and we will lift them all up to God together. 
 

Shepherd Me O God 
Tune: © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.  

Text: Psalm 23; adapt. by Marty Haugen; © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. 
One License License #00751 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are my prayers of concern? 
 
 
 
What are my prayers of joy and thanksgiving? 
 
 
  
What are the worries I need to release to God? 
 
  
Serenity Prayer - God, grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, 
the courage to change the things we can, and the wisdom to know the difference. 
Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time; accepting hardship as a 
pathway to peace; taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is, not as we would have 
it; trusting that You will make all things right if we surrender to Your will; so that we may 
be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with You forever in the next. 
Where we will sit with your son, the one who taught us to pray saying: 



Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Offering Note: 
      While we are not gathering in-person, the ministry of Anchor Park UMC 
continues. Please consider putting your regular, or additional, offering in the mail or 
going online to AnchorPark.org to make an online contribution. We now accept ACH 
(this option has the lowest fees), Debit, and Credit Card giving online. There is an 
optional box to check to donate 3% more to help offset processing costs. However you 
choose to give, we are so thankful for your continued support of our ministry together 
for the world. 
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
      God of light and love and peace, we praise your name for leading us in paths of 
righteousness, that we may come into your presence, forgiven and free. We give you 
thanks for guiding us to this place: where we may rest beside the still waters of your 
grace, where we are filled with the good gifts of your goodness and mercy. We worship 
you with all that we are, and we bless your name for all that we will be as we continue 
on our journey— a journey that leads us to your kingdom, where we will dwell with you 
forever. We offer you these gifts, that you might bless them and send them out into the 
valley of the shadow of death, and everywhere in need of your light. Amen. 
  
Sending Challenge 
 Live in this world carrying the light of Christ into the darkness in every way you 
can! Receive God’s love and care, and share that love and care with others as often as 
you can! And may you walk in the light of Christ all the days of your life, forevermore! 
Amen. And may God be with you till we meet again. 
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